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ALFRED M. BAILEY 


One of the world’s foremost nat- 
uralists, Dr. Alfred M. Bailey, 
Director of the Denver Museum 
of Natural History, has made 
that institution an example for 
other cities to follow. He is au- 
thor of “Birds of Arctic Alaska”, 
has contributed to many maga- 
zines. Dr. Bailey has visited five 
continents to gather the material 
he now presents in his nation 
wide motion picture lectures un- 
der the auspices of the Audubon 
Screen Tours. 


“ON FIELD EXPEDITIONS 
WE DEPEND UPON THEM” 


“Bausch & Lomb binoculars are part of the standard equipment on 
all field expeditions of the Denver Museum of Natural History. We 





depend upon them to locate from afar the birds and mammals which 
we hope to photograph.” 
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pages of useful information you should 
know before you buy any binocular. 
Tells how to select a glass for your 
own use. Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 
654 Lomb Park, Rochester 2, N. Y. 






Baws¢ h & Lomb 
ZLephyr-Light 
% 39 mm Binocular 
Balcoted Optics 
S155, plas tan 


























Audubon FIELD NOTES _— 


PUBLISHED BY THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 


In Collaboration With the United States Vish and Wildlife Service 
A bimonthly magazine devoted to reporting the distribution, migration and abundance of birds 


EDITOR 


Chandler S. Robbins 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS 


Ludlow Griscom—Season Summartes 
Elizabeth S$. Manning—Format 
Robert E. Stewart—Brrd Populations 


EDITORIAL BOARD 


John W. Aldrich Jean M. Linsdale 
Margaret B. Hickey Eugene P. Odum 
S. Charles Kendeigh Roger T. Peterson 


CONTENTS FOR FEBRUARY 1952 


Phe Changing Scasons 4 Central Southern Region . 
Fall Migration 5 Northern Great Plains Region 23 
Northeastern Maritime Region 5 Southern Great Plains Region 25 
Hudson-St. Lawrence Region 6 South Texas Region 26 
Middle Atlantic Coast Region y) Palouse-Northern Rocky Mountain Region 29 
Southern Atlantic Coast Region V1 Great Basin, Central Rocky Mt. Region 51 
Florida Region 12 Southwest Region 32 
Ontario-Western New York Region 13 Northern Pacific Coast Region 33 
Appalachian Region 16 Middle Pacitic Coast Region ; 35 
Western Great Lakes Region 17 Southern Pacitic Coast Region 37 
Middlewestern Praine Region 1Y 


Cover photograph of Dowttchers, Red-backed Sandpipers, Ruddy ‘Turnstones and Black-bellied 
Plover by Allan D. Cruickshank. 


AUDUBON FIELD NOTES is published bi-monthly Postmaster: If undeliverable, please notify Audubon 

by the National Audubon Society. Subscription Field Notes on form 3578 at 1000 Fifth Avenue, New 

price is $2.00 per year for the U.S. A., $2.25 foreign. York 28, N. Y. 

Single copies: Fall Migration (February), Winter 

Season (June), Spring Migration (August), Nesting . f . . 

Season (October) 25 cents per copy; Christmas Bird MEMBERSHIP in the National Audubon Society 

Count (April) one dollar: Breeding-Bird Census  V!tally aids attainment of its objective in advancing 

(December) 50 cents public understanding of the value and need of con- 
servation of soil, water, plants and wildlife and the 

Checks and money orders should be made payable ‘elation of their intelligent treatment and wise use 

to AUDUBON FIELD NOTES, Editorial offices, 1000 ‘© human welfare. 

Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. Entered as second- 

class matter February 3, 1947, at the Post Office, 


I its weed 3 orting .... 50 
New York, New York, and Hanover, N. H., under the e ws wd cs $ e Supp b : $ 100 
Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright 1952 by the National @ Sustaining ..... 1 e Contributing .. 
Audubon Society @ Active ...... co ae SR vasnraewsns 200 








THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Fall Migration 


Ludlow 


HE WEATHER treated the Northeast morc 

kindly than most of the rest of the continent. 

There were numerous favorable contrasts in tem- 
perature—plenty of cool waves, so that many regions 
reported a very good to a banner year, with warblers 
and other small land-bird migrants exceptionally abun- 
dant in numbers and variety. Farther inland the early 
arrival of winter, and southward a cold front of ex- 
ceptional severity, brought floods of migrants; and in 
some cases birds rushed through so rapidly that trends 
were difficult to evaluate. It is still intriguing but im- 
possible to get a complete continental picture. The 
warbler waves in the Northeast seemed to disappear 
in the sense that only northwest Florida reported a 
tine flight; the Gulf Coast and eastern Texas did only 
so so. Similarly, no reports from southern localities 
account for the great hawk flights in the Northeast, 
and we still do not know how or when the bulk of the 
Broad-winged Hawks reach Central America. 

Much farther west the Texas coast experienced a 
hurricane; Oklahoma had a bad hail storm killing 
some birds; the long drought in southern California 
and the Southwest was broken by heavy rains; serious 
drought continued in the Southern Plains, with a 
scarcity of weed seeds, the land birds spotty and 
erratic. 

Another feature of the season was the invasion of 
various erratic winter species, as summarized below. 

So excellent is the coverage now becoming, so good 
a job of screening are the editors doing that it is vir- 
tually impossible to mention all the rare and casual 
species regularly reported. Instead it is insidious to 
select any one, as space is lacking to give reasons for 
omitting certain others. Moreover editorial policy 
varies, some requiring a specimen as proof and others 
not. There is no room for extreme dates and only 
very exceptionally for large and noteworthy counts. 

Ihises, Spoonbills, etc.—Roseate Spoonbills increase 
in Florida, with records for southern California. 
White Ibis: 72,000 nests in Florida, with strays in 
Pennsylvania and Oklahoma. Wood Ibis, strays in 
New Jersey, Mississippi, west Texas and southern 
California. 

Suans.—General 
range. 

Canada Geese.—Did well almost everywhere. De- 
crease reported only in northwestern Plains and coastal 
Texas. 

Blue Goose.—Becoming regular in Northeast, also 
Georgia and northwestern Florida. 

Anatinae Ducks.—Census of 19,000 Mottled Ducks 
in Louisiana, a decrease. Am. Widgeon did well from 
New England to New Jersey. Other species mostly 
did very well. 

Diving Ducks.—Very uneven reports. There is good 


increases reported throughout 


-s. 


Griscom 


news of 520,000 Redheads in coastal Texas. Numer- 
ous increase of “sea duck” records inland, notably a 
Harlequin at Niagara Falls. A New Mexico report 
of Black-bellied Tree-duck. 

Hawks.—Good flight in parts of the Northeast, 
Ontario and Illinois; some wonderful counts given 
by Baillie. Possible breeding of Audubon’s Caracara 
in southwestern Louisiana. Mississippi Kite, stragglers 
in Ontario and Illinois, with migration data for 
Tennessee and Arkansas. A stray Swallow-tailed Kite 
in MississippI1. 

Shorebirds.—Good flight throughout the country 
and locally inland (habitat factors) in Ohio and 
northern Idaho. Golden Plover increase in Ontario, 
Georgia, northwestern Florida and Tennessee. Hud- 
sonian Godwit records from western New York, Del- 
aware and a big increase in Massachusetts. Continued 
increase of Marbled Godwit and Am. Oyster-catcher 
(Long Island, N. Y., New Jersey, and 430 in Vir- 
ginia). Buff-breasted Sandpiper, exceptional number 
of reports: Quebec, Maine, Massachusetts (1), Con- 
necticut (1), Long Island. New Jersey, 40 im north- 
western Loutstana, Southern Plains (2). Am. Avocet, 
northern Idaho, Ontario, New Jersey to Georgia, 
northwestern Florida, Louisiana and Missouri. 

Snowy Owl.—Reported from Massachusetts (3), 
New York (2), Ontario, Illinois; fairly common from 
British Columbia to the northwest Plains. 

Small Land Birds.—Marked flight year for Red- 
breasted Nuthatch, Pine Siskin, Loggerhead Shrike 
(unprecedented number, New England to Maryland), 
Dickcissel [eastward invasion reaching Quebec, On- 
tario, Maine to northwest Florida (now regular) }, 
White-crowned Sparrow (flood from New England 
to South Carolina, and in Louisiana), Lark Sparrow 
(now regular in northwest Florida, several Atlantic 
Coast records). Gray-cheeked Thrush collected in 
Idaho. Painted Redstart collected in southern Call- 
fornia. 

Winter Birds. —Gray Jay, a few to southern Quebec 
and Ontario. Black-capped Chickadee, extraordinary 
flood through southern Ontario (up to 1400 in a 
day). Brown-capped Chickadee flooding southward: 
Quebec (69), Montreal (18), Ontario (several 
1000), western New York (few), Massachusetts (2), 
Connecticut (1), Long Island (1), Michigan (com- 
mon), Ohio, Indiana and Illinois—a really notable 
ornithological event. Evening Grosbeak, Jeary. early 
fiight already south to Maryland, both Virginias, 
both Carolinas, Indiana. Pine Grosbeak, early flight 
in Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, through New 
England to New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, West 
Virginia, Indiana. No signs as yet of any substantial 
movement of northern owls, Goshawk, Gray Shrike, 
crossbills or redpolls. 
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REGION REPORTS 
Fall Migration 


August 16 to November 30, 1951 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—Ideal 
weather conditions combined to produce as fine a fall 
migration as this Region has had in many a long year. 
The temperature was 
pleasingly and agreeably 
contrasted. There were 
no less than seventeen 
Wo marked cool waves with 

> northwest winds from 
July 31 to Oct. 21; asa 
shiner result the whole eastern 
coast was flooded with 
land-bird migrants in 
wave after wave, produc- 
ing a huge list of spe- 
cies, and many remark- 
ably high daily counts of 
individuals. One general 
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and early departure of 
summer residents, such cases greatly exceeding the 
late stragglers reported through October. This gen- 
eralization did vot hold true during November and 
December. Here, mild weather persisted; the total 
heat accumulation of the year passed the enormous 
total of 1000°. Winter sea fowl and land birds were 
slow in coming and their arrival is not yet completed 
at this writing. Lack of space compels the omission of 
most sight records of great rarities. 

Red-throated Loon—No_ heavy flight noted; 
weather too mild? 

Eared Grebe.—One adult on Monomoy Point Pond, 
Oct. 14-21 (LG and 10 others, seen with Horned and 
Pied-billed in direct contrast). 

Shearwaters.—Poor year. The Cory’s did not ap- 
pear in any numbers off Cape Cod until after Sept. 3, 
remaining a very short time. Mr. Guy Emerson re- 
ported some off Martha’s Vineyard in late October. 
An Audubon’s Shearwater off Rhode Island on Sept. 
18 (R. C. Clement). 

Frigate-bird—An adult male over a fishing boat 
off Nantucket on Sept. 8 (Mr. & Mrs. Francis W. 
Davis ). 

Geese.—Fine flight of Canadas. Brant fair. A few 
Snow Geese. A young Blue Goose on Parker River 
Refuge for four weeks, joined by an adult, apparently, 
Lesser Snow (virtually no size difference) for the 
last week. 

Anatinae Ducks.—Fair only. Teal and Pintail mod- 
erate only. Am. Widgeon, excellent flight throughout, 
maximum numbers in history (over 100 in a day) on 
Cape Cod and Essex County. The Wood Duck pulled 
out very early. Gadwall in Lincoln County, Me., Aug. 
31 (Cruickshank ). 


Diting Ducks.—Poor showing of genus Aythya. 
At least a quarter of a million Common Eiders located 
off Monomoy, Dec. 10 (LG ef al.). Peak concentra- 
tion of scoters and Old-squaw missed off Monomoy. 
Ruddy Duck, poor flight in eastern Massachusetts, 
good on southern Massachusetts ponds and in Rhode 
Island. 

Hawks.—No notable flight. Virtually no Goshawks. 

Rails.—Clapper Rail steadily increasing on Massa- 
chusetts coast. Reported from New Harbor, Me., 
where caught in a trap (Mrs. K. G. Skelton); 4 
localities on Cape Cod (3 same as last year); New- 
buryport, Mass. (also last year). 

Shorebirds.—Poor pick-up of young birds after 
bumper flight of adults last July. Poor numbers of 
rarer western species, particularly Baird's Sandpiper, 
Marbled Godwit, Wilson's Phalarope (1 only). Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper, one in Lincoln County, Me., Aug. 
22, and one at Newburyport, Mass., Sept. 5 (Eleanor 
Barry. LG, et al.) Purple Sandpiper arrived at Mus- 
congus Bay, Me., Aug. 10 (Cruickshank, very early). 
A female Ruff, Middletown, R. I., Oct. 28 (R. C. 
Clement). A flight of Hudsonian Godwits and pha- 
laropes at Nauset, Mass., on Sept. 1, after northeast 
storm (LG and C. Russell Mason). A Whimbrel 
(subspecies unknown) on Monomoy Island, Mass., 
Sept. 7-9 (Wallace Bailey and many others), white 
rump and pale underparts clearly seen in comparison 
with Hudsonian Curlew. 

Jaegers, Gulls.—No flight of jaegers. Adult Frank- 
lin’s Gull at Nauset, Sept. 9, for a week (James F. 
Baird and many others). A Little Gull off North 
Beach, Cape Cod, Sept. 3 (LG, Howard Rich, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hamilton Potter). 

Terns and Skimmers.—Early departure of breeding 
species, peak of flight, Aug. 15. Poor flight of Cas- 
pian, Forster's and Black Terns. A Gull-billed Tern 
on Monomoy, Aug. 15 (HR, LG, D. Snyder, et a/.). 
Only 3 Black Skimmers reported from Massachusetts. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo.—Remarkable late flight, Oct. 
14: 4 on Cape Cod and 6 on Block Is., R. I. 

Flycatchers.—Poor numbers of Western Kingbird, 
Yellow-bellied and Olive-sided Flycatchers. 

Swallows.—Good numbers of virtually all species, 
suggesting a successful breeding season. 

Land-bird Migrants —On Aug. 29, 113 species of 
birds were recorded by one party in Essex Co., Mass.; 
on Sept. 5, 111 species in Essex Co., on Sept. 9-10, 
132 on Cape Cod (Mass. Audubon Camp-out); on 
Sept. 30, 105 at Chatham and Monomoy only (local 
record!). Fine flight of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, north 
to Addison, Me., Aug. 30 (Arnett, Corson). Good 
flight of Red-breasted Nuthatches (Aug. 2 on). Log- 
gerhead Shrike, unprecedented flight. 

Warblers.—Very fine flight of all possible species. 
Many Yellow-breasted Chats and Hooded Warblers. 








Cape May Warbler, 25 on Nantucket, Aug. 25-26 
(John Kieran). Western Palm, 69 in one day on 
Monomoy, Sept. 29 (LG, ef a)... BD. Snyder and 
friends worked Marblehead Neck, Mass., daily from 
mid-September to early October; they scored 1035 
warblers of 30 species! 

Finches.—Pine Grosbeak, good flight from late 
October on. Evening Grosbeak, heavy flight from 
early October on. Pine Siskin, good flight. Dickcissel, 
coast deluged with them from Aug. 15 on; Cape Cod, 
Sept. 9 on, with flock of over 50, some in song, Aug. 
13-17, at Cumberland Mills, Me. (Miss Warren, Mrs. 
Mayberry and Mrs. Archibald). Lark Sparrow, at least 
5 reported north to Addison, Me., Aug. 30 (Arnett 
and Corson). White-crowned Sparrow, great flight on 
Oct. 14, 30 on Block Island, R. I. (R. C. Clement) 
and 50 on Monomoy (LG, ef al.).—LupLow Gnris- 
com, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge 
38, Mass 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—At New 
York City the temperature was about normal during 
most of the fall migration; late November was cold, 
leaving smaller ponds 
ice-covered. Snow in cen- 
tral Vermont and _ at 
Cooperstown, N._ Y., 
came about Nov. 1. More 
snow fell in the Adiron- 
dacks than in any No- 
vember since 1947. At 
Quebec city, Que., the 
precipitation in early fall 
was in excess of normal 
and ice and snow covered 
the ground from Nov. 1. 
No heavy storms reached 
the Region during the 
period. 

Grebes to 
Horned and _ Pied-billed 
Grebes were more nu- 
merous than usual. The 
latest Pied-bill near Montreal, Que., was Nov. 18 
(I. A. McLaren). Several reports of Sooty and Cory’s 
Shearwaters came from southern Long Island, N. Y., 
the latter present into early November. Two Audu- 
bon’s Shearwaters were picked up dead not far from 
Jones Beach, L. I.; the first, a fresh bird, on July 31 
(E. Eisenmann); the second, which had been dead 
at least 3 weeks, was found on Sept. 4 (E. Costich). 
Probably the birds came ashore at about the same 
time. They were carefully measured and compared 
with museum specimens to check the identification. 
The Gannet flight was good; many of the birds came 
up the St. Lawrence and were numerous at Moisie 
Bay, Que., from Aug. 26 to mid-September (M. 
Campbell). But few “white herons’ were reported. 
The last to leave were some Am. Egrets at Glaston- 
bury, Conn., Oct. 1 (J. L. Whittles). 

Swans and Geese.—The unusual number of Whist- 
ling Swans recorded in the southern part of the 
Region may indicate either a widening of the usual 
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northwest to southeast flyway or else a general shift of 
the migrating birds to the northeast. Some of the more 
important records are: 100 or more, in 3 flocks, fly- 
ing south along the northern New Jersey coast be- 
tween Belmar and Manasquan, Oct. 28 (Urner Club) ; 
8 at Port Monmouth, N. J., Nov. 4 (1. Black, ef al.) ; 
4 at Jones Beach, L. I., Nov. 10 and 11; 4 at Oradell, 
N. J., through early November (J. Mann) ; 3 at Boon- 
ton, N. J., Oct. 23; 3 at New Brunswick, N. J., Oct. 
28 (Baird); 1 at Cooperstown, N. Y., first local 
record (N. P. Hill) and 1 at Staten Island, New York 
City (first Staten Island record—H. Cleaves). The 
inland flight of Am. Brant was heavier than usual. On 
the Vermont side of Lake Champlain, 13 were seen 
on Oct. 13 and 150 to 175 on Oct. 25 at South 
Hero; and 30 on Oct. 19 and 75 on Oct. 21 at Al- 
burg (W. R. Miller). In central Vermont there was 
1 at Lake Dunmore, Nov. 10 (A. M. Decker). A 
flight has also occurred over Vermont through Lake 
Memphremagog. Other inland Am. Brant records: 45 
at Cooperstown, N. Y., Nov. 9 (NPH); 1 at Sandy 
Pond, east end L. Ontario, Sept. 23 (Scheider, Spof- 
ford) ; 125 over Franklin, N. J., Oct. 28 (E. B. Nix- 
dorf). The usual flock of southbound Snow Geese 
gathered at St. Joachim, Que.; a study of the flock 
showed that the ratio of young to adult birds this fall 
is good (R. Cayouette). Practically none of these 
geese were seen in migration south of the St. Law- 
rence. In the east where migrating Snows are found 
it is not unusual to see a few Blue Geese with them 
or at times individual birds are found. A pure flock 
of 22 Blue Geese at Richfield Springs, N. Y., was un- 
usual. The only other Blue Goose records were 6 at 
Orient, L. I., on Nov. 2 (R. Latham) and 1 at Spring 
Lake, N. J. (G. M. Seeley, I. Black). There was a 
good flight of Canada Geese, heavy on Lake Cham- 
plain. The flyway over the central Green Mts., Vt., 
was again used by fall migrants (AMD). 
Ducks.—The migration of river ducks was rather 
light throughout but the diving ducks were more nu- 
merous than usual. Exception to the status of the 
former group was at Montreal where there was a good 
concentration of dabbling ducks from Sept. 8 to mid- 
October; maximum numbers in the flock were 2500 
Blacks, 1000 Pintail, 300 Green-winged Teal, 1100 
Blue-winged Teal. Also included were 17 Shovellers 
(E. E. and L. M. Terrill, I. A. McL.). A European 
Widgeon at Cooperstown, N. Y., was the first local 
record of this bird (NPH). Wood Ducks were fairly 
numerous on Lake Champlain (Elizabeth Ball). Red- 
heads, which were reported as far north as the St. 
Lawrence River at Sorel, Que. (J. Normandin), and 
Canvas-backs, migrated in considerable numbers. An 
adult ¢ Barrow’s Golden-eye was collected at Nun's 
Is., Que., near Montreal on Nov. 25 (J. D. Cleghorn) 
and a @ Harlequin Duck at Ste. Anne de Bellvue, 
Que., on Oct. 27 (Swales); both specimens are now 
in the museum of McGill University. At Montauk, 
L. I., a Harlequin was reported, Nov. 2. The rarest 
scoter in the Connecticut River valley is usually the 
Surf but this year it far outnumbered the others (S. A. 
Eliot). In the central Adirondacks the first local rec- 
ord of the White-winged Scoter was established; the 
bird had died from an old shot wound (G. M. 
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Meade). The Ruddy Duck has been numerous at most 
points; at Glastonbury, Conn., 179 were counted on 
Nov. 4 (LJW). A heavy and concentrated migration 
of Am. Mergansers was reported from Seven Is., Que. ; 
on Oct. 8, over 4000 were counted (MC). 

Hawks to Coots.—The hawk migration was gen- 
erally fair, good in the Catskills and the Green Mts. 
and through the Connecticut River valley. The peak 
of the Broad-winged flight was on Sept. 17 in west- 
ern Massachusetts. Several Goshawks were seen in 
that vicinity. From Sept. 15 to 28 a well-organized 
hawk count was carried out largely by members of 
the Urner Club. During the period, 8003 hawks were 
counted in northern New Jersey, 5818 of these being 
Broad-winged. Am. Rough-legs were fairly numerous 
at Seven Is., Que., in October; an unusually early Am. 
Rough-legged Hawk was seen at Senneville, Que., 
near Montreal, on Sept. 15 (EET & LMT). A Pigeon 
Hawk at Cooperstown, N. Y., on Sept. 23 was the 
first local record (NPH). A Golden Eagle was seen 
south of Stroudsburg, Pa., on Nov. 12 (P. B. Street) 
and 4 others were reported from the Kittatinny Mts. 
in northwest New Jersey. The last Turkey Vulture 
in the Catskill section was seen at New Paltz, N. Y., 
on Oct. 18. The Spruce Grouse increased in numbers 
as the season advanced at Seven Is, Que.; the only 
record from the Adirondacks, N. Y., was from Paul 
Smith's. Ruffed Grouse seem to have reached the high 
point of a cycle this year. They were reported as nu- 
merous in northern New Jersey, and in New York 
from Rockland Co. in the southeast to the Adiron- 
dacks and west to Cooperstown. The same is true in 
central and northern Vermont. Sora Rails were up 
slightly through the Connecticut River valley. Both 
Sora and Virginia Rails were found at Tupper Lake 
in the Adirondacks (Marguerite Kingsbury). In gen- 
eral Am. Coots were few but there was an apparent 
increase around Montreal. 

Shorebirds.—Fall migration of shorebirds started 
early on Long Island with a good count of Dowitchers 
and Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs at Lawrence on 
July 4 (J. L. Bull). An Am. Oyster-catcher was 
picked up dead on the beach at Moriches Inlet, L. L., 
on Nov. 11 (J. Cadbury). This species was seen at the 
Inlet a year ago during the nesting season, far north 
of its usual range. A very late Piping Plover was at 
Sandy Pond near the east end of L. Ontario, N. Y., 
on Oct. 4 (J. B. Belknap). Golden Plover were in 
larger numbers than usual; at Sorel, Que., 1 in spring 
plumage arrived on Aug. 13; there were 16 there on 
Sept. 2 and the last left on Sept. 28 (JN). Coastal 
records of this plover were frequent. There were good 
flights of Black-bellied Plover on the lower St. Law- 
rence River as well as elsewhere, 275 on Aug. 24 at 
Ile Verte, Que. (opp. mouth of Saguenay R.) (EET 
& LMT). Woodcock and Wilson's Snipe were rare. 
Scarcely any Upland Sandpipers were seen. The Red 
Knot, a rare inland migrant, was reported at Alburg, 
Vt., and at Rouse’s Point, N. Y., on Oct. 12 (W. P. 
Smith), both points are on Lake Champlain. Purple 
Sandpipers were found at Burlington, Vt., on Lake 
Champlain. One of this species, from a flock of 7, 
was killed by a hunter firing at ducks. The bird was 
recovered and identified (Marion L. Smith): this, the 


first Vermont specimen, was presented by Miss Smith 
to the American Museum of Natural History. The 
first sight record for Vermont was of a single bird at 
the same place in the fall of 1950; this, too, was re- 
ported by Miss Smith but the record was not pub- 
lished. An extremely late Pectoral Sandpiper was near 
Montreal on Nov. 15, 2 weeks later than the former 
“last” record (EET & LMT). Only 2 localities re- 
ported Stilt Sandpipers: 1 at Jones Beach, L. I., on 
Sept. 4 (K. Harte) and 1 at Manasquan Beach, N. J., 
on Aug. 12 and again on Sept. 22 when 2 were seen 
(GMS et al.). As usual few Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
were noted: 1 of these birds was seen at Idlewild, 
L. I., Sept. 23 (J. Mayer), another at Old Lyme 
Point, Conn., on Sept. 26 (E. R. P. Janvrin). At Sorel, 
Que., 1 was collected on Sept. 26 and presented to 
the Quebec Provincial Museum (JN). Marbled God- 
wits were frequent on L. I.; the largest number seen 
together was 8 at Idlewild on Aug. 14. At Wreck 
Pond on the north Jersey coast some were present 
from Aug. 12 to Sept. 8; 4 were there on Aug. 25 
(GMS ef al.). There was a marked increase in the 
numbers of Hudsonian Godwits on western Long 
Island; they were noted from July 21 to Aug. 20, 
with a flock of 10 at Jones Beach, L. I., Aug. 5 
(JLB, EE); frequently single birds were seen at Idle- 
wild and Jamaica Bay, L. I. Two Ruffs were reported, 
both from Long Island: 1 at Jones Beach on June 26 
(W. Sedwitz) and 1 at Idlewild, Aug. 28 (JM). 

Gulls, Terns and Alcids.—The Great Black-backed 
Gull is still increasing in numbers, particularly inland. 
Common Kittiwakes were numerous at Moisie Bay, 
Que., in early September (MC). Three Forster's Terns 
were on the reservoir at Boonton, N. J., on Sept. 23 
(Sharp, Thorsell). A very late Common Tern was 
seen at Lyme, Conn., on Nov. 4 (JLW, Mrs. Olive 
Rhines). At Moisie Bay, Que., auks, murres and 
guillemots were numerous from Sept. 12 (MC). One 
Razor-billed Auk was seen off Montauk Point, L. I., 
on Oct. 31 (J. Ricks). A Briinnich’s Murre was col- 
lected in down-town Montreal on Nov. 28, the same 
date as the murre invasion of last year. 

Doves to Flycatchers.—Fall records of Mourning 
Doves indicate that but few birds passed through in 
migration, reports to this effect came from Senneville, 
Que.; Scranton, Pa.; the Catskill Mt. area in N. Y.; 
Sussex Co., N. J., and the Connecticut River valley. 
The only exception to the general report of scarcity 
is from Westport, Conn., where the maximum count 
was 57 on Aug. 15, decreasing to 5 on Sept. 8 
(Betty Long). Cuckoos were scarce. Only 2 Snowy 
Owls were reported, 1 from Hague, N. Y., near Lake 
George, Oct. 15 (Mrs. R. H. Carpenter) and 1 in 
St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., Nov. 4 (JBB). The only 
Saw-whet Owls seen were at Bethany, Conn., 1, Nov. 
9 (H. Bunting) and in late October on western Long 
Island. At Northampton, Mass., migrating Chimney 
Swifts selected a new chimney for roosting this fall; 
on Sept. 15 there were over 900 there; Sept. 21, 500; 
Oct. 3, 200; Oct. 4, 100 and the last left on Oct. 8 
(SAE). An Arctic Woodpecker was seen on Mt. 
Royal, Que., Sept. 16 (EET & LMT) and at Seven 
Is., Que., 2 Arctic on Sept. 30 and 1 Am. Three-toed 
on Oct. 6 were reported (MC). A Red-bellied Wood- 
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pecker was in Prospect Park, N. Y. C., Nov. 11 and 
12 (Brooklyn Bird Club). Eastern Kingbirds estab- 
lished several ‘late’ records at different localities: 
2 at Senneville, Que., Sept. 22; 1 at Nyack, N. Y., 
Oct. 12 (Rockland Co. Aud. Soc.); and 1 at San- 
disfield, Mass., Oct. 15 (Doris Purinton). 

Larks to Ravens.—Horned Larks were numerous 
throughout where conditions favored them; on Nov. 
5 there were hundreds in the fields around Water- 
town, N. Y. (JBB). On Sept. 8 the last swallows 
were seen near Montreal, a flock of about 250, mostly 
Trees; at Sorel, Que., 75 Tree Swallows were seen on 
Sept. 30 (JN), where during the preceding 2 weeks 
there had been a rather heavy flight. At Glastonbury, 
Conn., migrant Tree Swallows were numerous to 
Oct. 24. On Oct. 5 a reverse migration occurred there 
and in 1 hour an estimated 10,000 flew north in the 
Connecticut River valley, retreating perhaps from bad 
weather off the Long Island shore (OR). An ex- 
tremely late Barn Swallow was recorded at Greenfield, 
Mass., Oct. 7 (Weeks, Bernard). There was a small 
movement of Gray Jays in October south of their 
breeding grounds, 3 at Senneville, Que. (Abbott, 
EET & LMT), 2 at Cap Tourmente (JDC) and 
others at Seven Is., Que. (MC). The flight of Blue 
Jays was heavy in mid-September. Common Ravens 
were first reported from Moisie Bay, Que., Sept. 15 
and were seen regularly from that date (MC); on 
Sept. 24 at Harrisville. in the western Adirondacks, 3 
were seen (G. Chase). In western New Hampshire 
a raven was seen on Oct. 6 being harried by crows 
(Wallace-Harvey ). 

Chickadees to Cathirds.—Big transient flocks of 
Black-capped Chickadees were moving through west- 
ern Massachusetts on Sept. 27 and Oct. 4 (Bryant, 
SAE). What appeared to be a migration of Brown- 
capped Chickadees occurred at Seven Is. during Sep- 
tember; daily counts ran as high as 69 birds (MC). 
Although this chickadee is resident there, these large 
numbers probably indicate a movement from the 
northern limits of its range. Around Montreal the 
Brown-capped was more numerous than usual with 
the largest count 18 on Oct. 28 (Abbott, EET & 
LMT). South of Quebec the only Brown-cap reported 
was at Hewlett, L. I., Nov. 29 (A. Cruickshank). 
The Tufted Titmouse continues to push north in the 
Hudson River valley; a marked increase was noted 
at New Paltz near the Catskills (Burroughs Nat. Hist. 
Soc.). A Bewick’s Wren was reported from Shef- 
field, Mass., Oct. 17 (Mazzeo, Bailey). At Lanesboro, 
Mass., a Carolina Wren was present from Aug. 12 
and 2 in early November. Other reports of this wren 
came from Lamontville, N. Y., near the Catskills 
(BNHS); 2 at Madison, N. J., Nov. 17 (Carol 
Davis); 1 at Mendham, N. J., and 1 on western Long 
Island. The Long-billed Marsh Wren is becoming 
better distributed in the area about Montreal. At 
Northampton, Mass.. a very late Long-billed was 
seen on Oct. 30 (SAE). Mockingbirds were reported 
from several far separated points: Salisbury, Vt., 
Oct. 31 (AMD); Delmar, N. Y., north of Schenec- 
tady, Sept. 26 (Schenectady Bird Club) and on Sher- 
wood Is., in southwestern Connecticut, Nov. 25 (BL). 
The banded bird that wintered in Ridgewood, N. J., 
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last year returned to the same feeding station (Mrs. 
N. Emig). A Montreal Catbird record on Oct. 30 is 
very late (M. Glynn). 

Thrushes to Vireos.—The Am. Robin migration in 
the southern part of the Region was heavy in the sec- 
ond half of October; at Williamsburg, Mass., over 
500 were counted on Oct. 15 (Graves). A late Wood 
Thrush was at this same location on Oct. 15 and an- 
other was at Glastonbury, Conn., on Oct. 17. Olive- 
backed Thrushes were unusually numerous throughout 
the Region; their migration began early: Sept. 2 at 
both Montreal and Northampton, Mass. A Wheatear 
was seen at Little Neck, L. I., on Sept. 9 (G. A. & 
W. Scheffel). The bird remained in the vicinity until 
the 15th and was seen by many observers. At Bound 
Brook, N. J., 2 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were seen, 
Sept. 15 (Murray, Bates); they stayed there until 
Oct. 15. The Golden-crowned Kinglet was scarce at 
Montreal but unusually numerous elsewhere. Except 
for Seven Is., the Ruby-crowned Kinglet was low in 
numbers. The Water Pipit was plentiful in all sec- 
tions; they now migrate through the central Adiron- 
dacks (GMM). Cedar Waxwings were scarce, par- 
ticularly about Montreal, following a poor nesting 
season. The only records of the Gray Shrike were 
Oct. 10 and 11 at Seven Is., Que. (MC) and at 
Quebec city on Oct. 29 and Nov. 19 (RC), all im- 
mature birds. Loggerhead Shrikes, on the other hand, 
were relatively numerous. Never before have so many 
been recorded in Northampton, Mass. (SAE). At 
Hartford, Conn., 3 were reported on Aug. 26 (Bel- 
den); 1 at Westport, Conn., Sept. 16 (BL); 1 sing- 
ing at Shrewsbury, N. J., Oct. 21 (Sanford, GMS); 
Middle Valley, N. J., Oct. 28 (Mrs. B. L. Pfeiffer). 
These are but a few of the many records. An im- 
mature White-eyed Vireo was singing at Northampton 
on Sept. 26 (SAE). A Solitary Vireo was seen feeding 
in spruce trees at Sweetsburg, Missisquoi Co., Que., 
on Nov. 18, the latest local date previously recorded 
was Oct. 11 (EET & LMT). Philadelphia Vireos 
were not uncommon. At Montreal an early migrant 
flew through an open window at McGill University 
on Aug. 29, appropriately choosing the Wood Ornith- 
ological Library for its investigation. It was captured, 
identified and released. 

Warblers, Orioles—The fall flight of warblers 
started early: Aug. 5 at Montreal, Aug. 10 in the 
Adirondacks and Aug. 19 in the Connecticut River 
valley. Tennessee Warblers were numerous at many 
points and were seen as late as Oct. 2 at W. Hartford, 
Conn. (SAE). A few Orange-crowned Warblers were 
reported; they were very generally distributed. Both 
Magnolia and Cape May were well above the normal 
fall numbers. At Northampton the Magnolia was last 
seen on Oct. 30 (Wakeman) and the Cape May on 
Oct. 25 (SAE). On Aug. 5, at Senneville, Que., an 
Cerulean Warbler was seen bathing and 
drinking at a small pond and feeding on a low 
perch (EET & LMT). A Yellow-throated Warbler 
was reported at Far Rockaway, L. I., Sept. 16 (JLB). 
Bay-breasts were more frequent than usual but Black- 
polls were less common. One Kentucky Warbler was 
at Bound Brook, N. J., from Sept. 12 to 15 (Mur- 
ray). A very late Yellow-breasted Chat was at Madi- 
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son, N. J., Nov. 9 (CD); another at Ramsey, N. J., 
was still at a feeding station on Dec. 1 (A. Runk). 
Some late records of Am. Redstarts were made at 
Montreal, an imm. ¢@ on Nov. 4 (C. C. Sait) and at 
Glastonbury, Conn., Nov. 15 (LIW, et al.). At Ball- 
ston Lake near Saratoga, N. Y., an adult ¢ Baltimore 
Oriole was seen on Nov. 17 (SBC). At this location 
a @ or an immature which was found, Feb. 12, 1951, 
visited feeding stations in the vicinity daily; it dis- 
appeared at about the time for normal migration. 

Cardinals, Dickeissels—A Cardinal was reported 
at Saranac Lake in the Adirondacks on Oct. 30 (GC). 
the first record for the section. Another record is from 
Canaan, Conn., Sept. 12 to Oct. 29 (A. A. Saunders). 
An unusual number of Dickcissels have come into 
the Region, the most surprising of these records was 
a specimen collected at Seven Is., Que., Sept. 25 
(MC). Other reports are 1 at Montauk, L. 1., Sept. 
28 (R. Latham), 1 at Deal, N. J., Sept. 30 (IB, 
et al.), 1 at Madison, N. J., which was still there 
Dec. 1 (CD), 2 at Darien, Conn., from Nov. 6 
(Mrs. G. Towson fide Alice Bristow) and 2 at New 
Canaan, Conn., from Nov. 14 (Mrs. C. F. Gortner). 

Grovbeaks.—This fall marks another large incur- 
sion of Evening Grosbeaks. A few of these birds nest 
near Charlesbourg, Que., and were present there dur- 
ing the summer; migrant birds began to appear there 
in late August when 30 were counted, they were 
plentiful through September but practically disap- 
peared in October and November (RC). These Gros- 
beaks also breed in the Adirondacks in small numbers 
but the outside birds did not come in until mid- 
October and were still in that section in large flocks 
on Dec. 1 (GMM). None were reported at Seven 
Is. up to Oct. 14. A few were in western New Hamp- 
shire in August and 10 were seen at Bloomfield, 
Conn., Sept. 15 (Mrs. Goodrich). Early October 
found flocks in New Hampshire and Vermont. From 
Oct. 12 they swarmed down the Connecticut River 
valley (SAE). None were reported from Coopers- 
town, N. Y., but at Schenectady to the east the first 
birds appeared on Oct. 14 and in a few days they 
were plentiful (SBC). The first New Jersey record 
was at Ramsey, 3 on Oct. 14 (Gilbert). At Bethany. 
Conn., and at New Haven there have been fiocks since 
Oct. 21 (HB) and at Wilton, Conn., since Oct. 26 
(B. Ficke). There were no records from Long Island 
until Nov. 9. In the southern part of the Region they 
are still increasing. Two New York City records are 
interesting, 12 in Central Park, Oct. 21 (Manmany ) 
and 50 in Prospect Park, Oct. 27 (Brooklyn Bird 
Club). Where Box Elder was to be found the birds 
were there; later they resort to feeding stations. 
Where Choke Cherries were available they fed freely 
on them. 

The Pine Grosbeak is normally a rare bird in this 
Region, particularly in the southern part. When it is 
found there it is usually at a time of a large incur- 
sion. Records indicate that in the past 125 years 11 
large flights have occurred in the vicinity of New 
York City, the last flight. a rather moderate one, was 
in the fall and winter of 1929-30; prior to that the 
winters of 1903 and 1884 were times of abundance. 
This fall another incursion has occurred and_ these 


grosbeaks are moving south in large numbers. Re- 
ports from the usual wintering grounds indicate a 
dearth of fruit on the Mountain Ash and, in many 
locations, an almost complete failure of the cone crop. 
The earliest Pine Grosbeak reported in the Region 
was at Quebec city on Oct. 13. In the vicinity of 
Montreal the first was seen on Oct. 14, an adult ¢ ; 
since that date the numbers there have built up to 
a peak of 153 on Nov. 6, when they were seen eat- 
ing withered blueberries (EET & LMT). The first 
recorded in the States were 3 in Prospect Park, New 
York City on Oct. 27 (B.B.C.) and on the same day 
they were seen in the Catskill Mountain area (BN- 
HS). They were common at Northampton through 
November (SAE), and at Lyme, Conn., 20 were re- 
ported seen on Nov. 14 (OR, ef ul.). The most rec- 
ords by far come from northern New Jersey and 
southeast New York. In Sussex Co., N. J., they have 
become common (E. B. Nixdorf); they are through- 
out the Stokes State Forest (F. W. McLaughlin, e¢/ 
ul.). At Ringwood Manor State Park, Passaic Co., 
N. J. (S. Waldron), and at Blairstown, Warren Co. 
(Darrow, Herbert), the flocks are of considerable 
size. At Pocono, Pa., 10 were seen on Nov. 1 (PBS). 
Apples were found to be an important part of their 
diet but they were also found to be eating seeds of 
Larch, Sugar Maple, spruce. Arbor Vitae, Pitch Pine 
and the berries of privet and Japanese Honeysuckle 
Redpolls to Sparrows.—The only reports of Com- 
mon Redpolls were Stoneham, Quebec Co., Que., 50 
on Sept. 30 (F. Hamel); 40 at Cooperstown, N. Y.., 
on Nov. 9 (NPH) and throughout November at 
Montreal (EET & LMT). There were but few rec- 
ords of Pine Siskins; one important one is 1500 and 
more at Riis Park, L. I., Nov. 9 (Mayer, Rose). At 
Wilbraham, Mass., 1 Clay-colored Sparrow was re- 
ported on Sept. 15 (D. Ross). Throughout the Region 
the migration of White-crowned Sparrows has been 
unusually heavy. At Glastonbury, Conn., on Oct. 10 
an immature Harris’s Sparrow was found; the bird 
was quite tame and could be closely approached for 
careful study (LJW).—CuHar.ies K. NICHOLS, Am. 
Masenm of Natural History, New York 24, N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
worst late summer and early fall drought in recent 
years caused water birds to flock to available places 
and brought forth 
an astonishing 
number of unusual 
records. November 
was wet and colder 
than normal. 
Pelagic Birds.— 
Ocean trips during 
July to an area 12 
miles off the cen- 
tral New Jersey 
coast, led by David 
Cutler, brought a 
count on July 14, 
a calm day, of 44 
Cory’s — Shearwa- 
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ters, 20 Leach’s Petrels and 900 Wilson's Petrels. On 
July 28 a small shearwater, studied by the group at 
range, was identified as no other than the 
Audubon’s Shearwater. A. E. Eynon saw a Cory’s 
Shearwater at Beach Haven, N. J., on Oct. 8. A White 
Pelican, seen at Stone Harbor, N. J., on Nov. 7 by 
W. B. Wright, stayed about a week 

Herons and Lhise The heron movement, except 
for Am. Egrets, was poor in Maryland; but unusually 
good counts were made in the marshes at Wacha- 
preague, Va. Two Snowy Egrets, a first record for 
Piedmont Virginia. were seen at Danville from July 
25 to Aug. 17 by Robert Eggleston and Royster Lyle. 
A Wood Ibis, found at Stone Harbor by H. H. Mills 
and F. W. Preston on Sept. 23, is a rarity. A Glossy 
Ibis, seen first by Howard Cleaves on July 9, fre- 
quented the Stone Harbor heronry during July. An 
immature White Ibis, discovered by V. A. Debes at 
Springfield Reservoir, Delaware Co., Pa., on Aug. 2, 
and seen for about a week, is a first record for the 
State. Another (or the same bird) Stone 
Harbor on Aug. 17 by E. J. Reimann is a first record 
for New Jersey 

Swans, Geese. Ducks:.—The Delaware River area 
had a fine flight of waterfowl this fall. Frank Mc- 
Laughlin reported 8 Whistling Swans at Avalon, 
N. J., on Oct. 28; and the day following a north- 
easter on Nov. 2 the species was seen at several New 
Jersey points: 2 at Trenton (N. C. Wyckoff). where 
it is rare; 10 at Riverton (H. Moore), unusual; and 
several at Salem (Mrs. Arthur Taylor), occasional 
An immature Whistling Swan was seen at Henley’s 
Lake, Albemarle Co., Va., on Nov. 28 by C. E. Ste- 
vens. From 1 to 4 Egyptian Geese, doubtless escapes 
but wild in every way and causing no little excitement 
among bird watchers, were seen at various points 
along the Delaware River near Philadelphia from 
mid-August to mid-October. In a short time on Oct. 9, 
during a striking migration along the Jersey Coast, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eynon saw at Stone Harbor 100 Am. 
200 Canada Geese and 700 Double-crested 
William Middleton estimated 20,000 
Ruddies on the Delaware River below Philadelphia 
during the first week in November. 

Hawks and Eagle During the season at Hawk 
Mountain, Pa., Maurice Broun reported 21 Goshawks, 
11,132 Broad-wings, 54 Golden and 100 Bald Eagles. 

Gallinules and Shorebirds.—W. F. Rountrey had a 
high count of 50 Florida Gallinules at Stumpy Lake, 
Norfolk, Va., in September; and Stevens saw a big 
Am. Coot movement in Albemarle Co., Va., in No- 
vember. The shorebird migration in the northern part 
of the region was truly remarkable both for numbers 
and for rarities. A Black Oyster-catcher (all black, 
with red bill) was seen at Stone Harbor on Aug. 29 
by E. A. Choate, Edward Altemus and Conrad Seg- 
gers. This is a first record for the Atlantic seaboard. 
Three American Oyster-catchers were seen at Tucker- 
ton, N. J., Aug. 23, by A. E. Kemnitzer. A remark- 
able number of these birds frequented the Cobb 
Island, Va., area in early fall, 430 being counted by 
T. R. Hake on Sept. 2. There were numerous records 
of Golden Plovers in New Jersey and around Phila- 
delphia, with a high count of 30 on Sept. 23 at New 
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Egypt, N. J.. by George Reynard. Two at Sandy 
Point, Md., Sept. 3 (C. M. and I. C. Hoover, Charles 
Mayhood, John Gorman), and one at Point No Point, 
St. Mary's Co., Md., Oct. 23 (J. H. Buckalew) are 
unusual records; as is one that was seen at Seaford, 
Va., on Oct. 7 (R. A. Glassell, R. J. Beasley). An 
unusual movement of Western Sandpipers was noted 
by Beasley in the York River, Va., area from early 
July to Sept. 9, with a count of over 100 in one flock 
on Aug. 5. Edward Manners reported 1 to 3 Baird's 
Sandpipers at Bridgeport, N. J., Sept. 15 to Oct. 1: 
and 1 was identified at Henley’s Lake. Albemarle Co., 
Va., on Oct. 13 and 14 by Mrs. Colgate W. Darden, 
Mrs. A. H. Michie and Stevens. The rare Curlew 
Sandpiper again occurred at Beach Haven Inlet, N. J.. 
this year, being seen by Edward Marx on July 20. A 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper, frequenting a dredging 
operation fill at Bridgeport, N. J., from Sept. 9 to 
22 and seen by many observers, was apparently the 
first Delaware Valley record. The Marbled Godwit 
was frequently reported, with a high count of 8 at 
Hereford Inlet, N. J., Aug. 19 (FM), and a report 
from Tinicum, Aug. 6, 7, 8, which is the first recent 
occurrence in Philadelphia Co., Pa. (DC). One at 
Sandy Point on Sept. 15 (CMH, ICH) and again on 
Sept. 18, is the first Maryland fall record away from 
the coast. More Hudsonian Godwits than usual have 
been reported. With 1 at Hereford Inlet, N. J., Aug. 
24 (AEK); 3 at Bombay Hook, Del., Sept. 2 (James 
Price); and a high count of 8 at Tinicum, Sept. 3 
(DC). A Bar-tailed Godwit, second record for New 
Jersey, was identified at Beach Haven Inlet, Aug. 
by Clarence Brown, Irving Kassoy and R. H. Herbert; 
ind was subsequently seen by many observers from 
all over the Northeast. It stayed in about the same 
locality for some 3 weeks. An Am. Avocet, located 
at Bridgeport, N. J., Aug. 31 (EM), remained for 
about two months. Other records were: One at Point 
No Point, Oct. 23 (JHB), third Maryland record; 6 
at Back Bay, Va.. Sept. 26 (Jack Perkins, Wally 
Stewart); and one still present at Bombay Hook on 
Nov. 10 (Md. Orn. Soc.). Black Skimmer colonies 
still had young at Wachapreague, Va., on Aug. 4 and 
at Cobb Island. Va., on Sept. 2—200 adults in the 
first and 500 in the second colony 

Swifts to Vireos.—J. H. Grey saw an exceedingly 
late Chimney Swift at Williamsburg, Va., Oct. 24 
This has been a banner year for Blue Jays, with 
10,000 reported by Broun at Hawk Mountain during 
the last third of September, and with unprecedente4 
numbers in Maryland. A Wheatear was seen at Cape 
May, N. J., on Oct. 7 and for a week thereafter by 
many observers (fide JKP). This has been the best 
year on record in Maryland for the Philadelphia 
Vireo. One at Pennyfield (D. C. Aud. Soc.) and one 
at Towson (Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Cole) on Aug. 25 
tie for the earliest record for that State. The Coles 
saw up to 10 on Aug. 27. 

Wurblers—Up to 500 Cape May Warblers in a 
day frequented aphid-infested Maples at 
Wenonah, N. J., in the last week in September. A 
Prothonotary Warbler on Aug. 21 at Danville, Va., 
at the same place where one was seen in May, may 
indicate breeding (RE). Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
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Virginia had a fine flight of Tennessee Warblers. Low 
banded an Orange-crowned Warbler at Unity, Md., 
Oct. 7. A Myrtle Warbler, carefully observed by 
Edwin Willis at Middle River, Md., on July 4 and 
24, is an amazing record. 

Grosbeaks.—There are many indications of a heavy 
invasion of northern birds during the 1951-1952 sea- 
son. The first Pine Grosbeaks appeared at Hawk 
Mountain on Nov. 11 (51), 194 being listed in 
November, with a flock of 100 staying near the Sanc- 
tuary. Evening Grosbeaks came into Maryland earlier 
than ever before and in numbers, the earliest being 5 
at the Patuxent Refuge on Oct. 23 (R. E. Stewart), 
with 3 other October and 7 November records. In 
Virginia, 8 were reported at Norge on Nov. 9 (Bruce 
McCartney); 12 at Williamsburg on Nov. 24 (fide 
J. H. Grey); one at Charlottesville on Nov. 9 (Mrs. 
Michie) ; and 30, with a large proportion of males, 
at Hatton on Dec. 1 (CES, R. 5. Watson, C. O. 
Handley, Jr.). 

Sparrous.—Two Ipswich Sparrows at Seaford, Aug. 
12 (RJB) form the second Virginia record away from 
the coast. A very early White-throated Sparrow was 
seen at Danville, Va., Aug. 31 (RL). Two Lapland 
Longspurs were found near Scottsville, Va., Nov. 22 
(CES, Bob Clem, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lewis). 

Correction —Magnolia Warbler date (AFN 5(3): 
198) should be Nov. 11, not 14.—JULIAN K. PoTTER, 
437 Park Ave., Collingswood, N. J. and J. J. Mur- 
RAY, 6 White St.. Lexington. Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
One of the dryest summers on record was followed 
by continued drought in the fall with an early thrust 
of severe cold 
deep into the 
South — Atlantic 
States. The low- 
est temperatures 
ever recorded so 
early were noted 
on Nov. 8 and 9, 
when a_ killing 
freeze extended 
into South Caro- 
lina and Geor- 
} gia. Again on 
Nov. 20, new 
low temperatures 
were recorded at Greensboro, N. C., and Columbia, 
S. C. As early as Nov. 7, light snow and sleet made 
some of the roads in western North Carolina im- 
passible. Traveling ahead of, or with this untimely 
cold, was an unusually large flight of geese and ducks. 
Coastal refuges showed promise of very high winter- 
ing counts. By Nov. 12, an estimated 7000 Whistling 
Swans and 60,000 Canada Geese had already arrived 
at one North Carolina Refuge, and more ducks were 
thought to be along the coast than were found here 
during all of last winter. Inland, throughout the 
Piedmont areas, small scattered bands of grebes and 
ducks broke from the main flights and dropped for a 
day or two into whatever pools were handy. 

















Attesting to the earlier drought, Eastern Meadow- 
larks were found in September replacing the usual 
shorebird population in the dry marshes around Cape 
Hatteras, N. C. The extreme southeastern corner of 
the region experienced near normal fall weather. The 
coastal strip near Savannah, Ga., received more than 
the normal rainfall. 

Grebes, Gannets—Horned Grebes were inland 
early at Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 20 (Cannon), and 
at Columbia, S. C., Nov. 24 (Bristow). On Cumber- 
land Sound on the south Georgia coast, Hebard and 
Burch saw them rafting like ducks with as many as 
100 in view at a time (Dec. 8). At Spartanburg, 
Cannon reported a group of 26 Pied-billed Grebes 
on Sept. 15, indicating a migration movement. Gan- 
nets were early. One adult and 2 young were at Wil- 
mington, N. C., Aug. 30 (Mrs. Cecil Appleberry ). 

Bitterns and Ibises.—A Least Bittern, rarely seen 
in the Piedmont, was watched by Cannon and Correll 
at Spartanburg, S. C., on Nov. 15. At Plymouth, 
N. C., Wolff reported a group of approximately 50 
Ibises moving into a heronry in July (25th) and re- 
maining at least through Aug. 15. J. F. Denton 
reported 9 White Ibises at Augusta, Ga., Aug. 24. 

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Whistling Swans number- 
ing 7000 or more had arrived at Mattamuskeet Refuge 
(N. C. coast), by Nov. 12, and the Canada Geese 
there were estimated at 60,000. At Ansonville, N. C., 
14 Snow Geese came in on Nov. 6, but left promptly 
(Mrs. Gaddy). This is the largest number of Snow 
Geese known to have visited the pond. At May Bluff, 
on Satilla River, a Blue Goose was found dead in mid- 
October (F. V. Hebard). Am. Widgeon were noted 
at Raleigh, N. C., Sept. 23, and at Spartanburg, S. C., 
Nov. 7. A European Widgeon, noted at Wilmington 
last year, returned this year on Nov. 11 (Mrs. Apple- 
berry). Blue-winged Teal were also inland at early 
dates: Sept. 12, Spartanburg, S. C., and Sept. 21, 
Raleigh, N. C. Redheads, not often found inland in 
this Region were at Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 5 (Can- 
non). On the coast at Beaufort, N. C., Kritzler re- 
ported Redheads on Nov. 30. Scattered singles and 
groups of Pintails, Ring-necks, Canvas-backs and 
Lesser Scaup were more plentiful inland than usual. 
Kritzler noted “American Scoters pretty numerous’ 
at Beaufort, N. C., Nov. 30. Ruddy Ducks also came 
into the interior in fair numbers. 

Hawks.—A good field study directed by William 
P. Van Eseltine, Clemson College, S$. C., failed to 
trace the route across S. C., of 128 migrating Broad- 
winged Hawks seen by F. W. Behrend at Table Rock, 
N. C., on Sept. 25. However, the study narrowed 
considerably the area to be covered next fall. Marsh 
Hawks were more numerous this fall than in the 
past 11 years in Camden County, Ga. (Hebard). A 
Peregrine Falcon reported by Wade on Oct. 6 near 
Walhalla, S. C., is noteworthy. 

Rails—At Winston-Salem, N. C., a King Rail 
heard calling during the summer was flushed on 
Oct. 2 by T. W. Simpson, but was not seen or heard 
again. At Atlanta, Ga., R. A. Parks recorded a King 
Rail found alive on Oct. 30, apparently having flown 
into a wire. 

Shorebirds.—John E. Willoughby, visiting Cape 
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Hatteras, N. C., reported 12 Piping Plovers between 
Aug. 30 and Sept. 4. Purple Sandpipers were first 
noted at Savannah, Ga., Nov. 3 (on Dec. 17, as many 
as 18 were counted) by Ivan Tomkins. A few White- 
rumped Sandpipers were also seen at Savannah, Nov. 
3, and up to 30 Stilt Sandpipers were noted by the 
same observer on Sept. 30; they remained several 
days. On Sept. 29, Tomkins collected at Savannah, a 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper, the first record for Georgia. 
Simpson recorded 2 Pectoral Sandpipers at Winston- 
Salem, N. C., on Oct. 14. A Marbled Godwit, prob- 
ably more common than is indicated by the absence 
of reports, was seen just north of Beaufort, N. C., 
by H. L. Blomquist on Aug. 19. Mrs. Lucille Rotch- 
ford reported 2 Am. Avocets at Brunswick, Ga., Oct. 
13, and Tomkins saw 9 at Savannah, Nov. 11. Tom- 
kins watched 2 Northern Phalaropes in a small pond 
3 miles east of Savannah, Sept. 25. 

Gull; and Terns.—Great Black-backed Gulls were 
at Cape Hatteras, N. C., between Aug. 30 and Sept. 4 
(Willoughby). Ring-billed Gulls were inland early 
at Columbia, S. C., on Nov. 24 when Gilbert Bristow 
saw 80 over the Congaree River. At Rocky Mount, 
N. C., Joyner and Benbow had the good fortune to 
find 5 Forster's Terns on Oct. 8. Mrs. Appleberry saw 
a late Black Tern at Wilmington, Oct. 13. 

Dovekie.—Kritzler reported a single Dovekie off 
Atlantic Beach (Beaufort, N. C.), Nov. 30. 

Cuckoos. Swifts —A Yellow-billed Cuckoo seen on 
Nov. 1 by Mrs. Faver at Eastover (Columbia, S. C.) 
was late. Chimney Swifts left about on schedule. At 
Spartanburg, S. C., Chimney Swifts observed by Can- 
non, Oct. 19, were a bit late. 

Crous.—J. F. Denton reported a flock of over 300 
Fish Crows feeding in a pasture by a levee at Augusta, 
Ga., Aug. 24. About 600 Fish Crows in a single 
flock, apparently in migration, were seen by T. L. 


Quay on Sept. 12 along the Newport River near 
Beaufort, N. C 
Nuthatches. Woren:.—Gabriel Cannon — reported 


White-breasted Nuthatches on Oct. 14 at Spartan- 
burg, S. C., where they appeared for the first time 
in several years. Also at Spartanburg, J. O. Watkins 
saw Red-breasted Nuthatches, Oct. 14. Hebard found 
House Wrens about 2 weeks late at Coleraine, Camden 
Co., Ga., Oct. 3. Bewick’s Wren, particularly scarce 
during the fall and winter months, was found at East- 
over by Mrs. Faver on Nov. 21. A Short-billed Marsh 
Wren, seen on Oct. 20 at Coleraine, was very late. 
Thrushe Karblers.—An  Olive-backed 
Thrush on Sept. 18 at Spartanburg, S. C. (Watkins), 
a Gray-cheeked Thrush, Sept. 6, and a Veery, Sept. 7 
both at Eastover, S. C. (Faver), are noteworthy. A 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 12, 
and Cedar Waxwings at that location on Aug. 29, 
were a bit early (Cannon). At Atlanta, Ga., R. A. 
Parks collected a Philadelphia Vireo, Oct. 6. There 
was a particularly plentiful flight of warblers through- 
out the Piedmont section. Sarah Nooe watched a wave 
of Tennessee Warblers at Charlotte, N. C., feeding 
in Mimosa trees over a three-week period ending Oct. 
14. Golden-winged Warblers on Sept. 6, and Kirt- 
land's Warbler on Sept. 1, both at Eastover (Faver). 
are noteworthy. Parks, at Atlanta, found Magnolia 


through 


12 


Warblers even more plentiful than usual this fall 
At Winston-Salem, N. C., Simpson recorded Palm 
Warblers (Western) in flocks of 20 to 30 individuals, 
Sept. 16 through Oct. 13. 

Orioles.—Baltimore Orioles, back again in middle 
North Carolina, had reached Eastover, S. C., by Sept. 4. 

Dickcissel.—An outstanding observation of the year 

in this region was reported by H. E. Correll, who 
watched a Dickcissel on the morning of Oct. 7 and 
the afternoon of Oct. 8, while it fed with a group of 
sparrows on his lawn at Spartanburg, S. C. Mr. Cor- 
rell was able to watch this bird through 7 x 35 
binoculars for more than 30 minutes as it ate grain 
over a prepared feeding area, and to note and check 
off such key field marks as the yellowish breast, the 
light eye stripe, the chestnut at the bend of the wing. 
and the bluish bill. 
Grosbeak.—Even more remarkable than 
the Dickcissel was the appearance near Greenville. 
S. C., (Paris Mountain, elevation 1700 ft.), of an 
Evening Grosbeak on Nov. i8—the first South 
Carolina record. Sterling Smith, in writing of this 
find, which his wife shared, reports that they watched 
this bird from their terrace for about 15 minutes 
through 8 power glasses, and that they were able to 
compare field with Peterson's 
Guide. The grosbeak was from 35 to 45 feet away 
from them in a bare tree. There was bright sunlight 
at right angles to their line of sight. Paris Mountain 
is an isolated mountain some 700 feet above the sur- 
rounding terrain, and just southeast of the high peaks 
of the Appalachian chain. Mrs. Sample B. Forbus had 
10 or 12 Evening Grosbeaks at her Asheville, N. C., 
feeding station on Nov. 28. 

Finches through Sparrows.—Purple Finches were 
seen at Lenoir, N. C., Oct. 20. By Nov. 9 they were 
at Eastover, S. C. Savannah Sparrows were abundant 
at Eastover, Oct. 20. From Gramling, $. C., 15 miles 
northwest of Spartanburg, Mrs. M. B. Fryga wrote 
that White-crowned Sparrows returned for the fifth 
year, this time on Oct. 13. White-throats and Slate- 
colored Juncos were about on schedule. A Fox Spar- 
row at Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 2, is worth noting 
(Cannon). Hebard reported most species of sparrows 
about 2 weeks late in arriving at Coleraine, Ga. They 
were about on schedule in the Augusta area (Den- 
ton).—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


Evening 


marks on the spot 


FLORIDA REGION.—After a very hot summer the 
September rains brought welcome moisture to all 
parts of the Region. In the north, precipitation was 
9 inches in excess of nor- 
mal by Nov. 30; but in 
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turned to normal in a few days. 

Loons.—A Common Loon was heard calling while 
in flight over Tallahassee on the unusually early date 
of Oct. 19 (Henry M. Stevenson). 

Pelicans and Cormorants.—A flock of 27 White 
Pelicans was circling over East Tampa Bay, Nov. 12 
(Henry P. Bennett). White Pelicans are reported to 
have summered at the Cape Sable flats, Everglades 
National Park (Daniel B. Beard). Double-crested 
Cormorants still had young in the nests at Duck Rock 
and at Pelican Key, Sandfly Pass, Oct. 1 (HPB). 

Frigate-birds—Two hundred, fifty Frigate-birds 
were roosting at Duck Rock, Oct. 1. Several males 
were displaying their gular pouches (HPB). 

Spoonbills.—Roseate Spoonbills summered in num- 
bers in Florida Bay this year (DBB), and the usual 
600-700 in the Duck Rock area (HPB). At St. 
Marks Light, one stayed until Sept. 14 (HMS). New 
arrivals in Florida Bay noted by Jack Watson, U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, totaled 84 birds on Sept. 
26 (Robert P. Allen). 

Herons and Ibises.—Single Am. Bitterns were re- 
corded at Lake Jackson, Oct. 27, on Dog Island, Nov. 
10 (HMS), and at Key West, Oct. 20 (Stuart Whit- 
ing). Late Wood and White Ibis were at Lake Jack- 
son on Oct. 27 (HMS) but did not appear in the 
usual numbers at Coot Bay until Dec. 9 (HPB). 
White Ibis failed to nest anywhere in South Florida 
during the winter or spring this year but the National 
Audubon Society Warden reported completion of a 
successful nesting season in the Tampa Bay area, Oct. 
10. Approximately 72,000 nests were located in three 
rookeries—mostly White Ibis. A pair of Glossy Ibis 
nested in the Alaa Bank Sanctuary (Fred Schultz). 

Geese and Ducks.—An early Canada Goose ap- 
peared at Lake Jackson, Sept. 30. At St. Marks Light 
2 Blue Geese were reported, Oct. 27 (Randell, fide 
Stevenson); 14 Blue Geese, Nov. 3; a Pintail, Sept. 
10; and an Am. Widgeon, Oct. 16 (HMS). 

Hawks, Owls——Two Peregrine Falcons were ob- 
served flying south at Tavernier, Oct. 2. The largest 
hawk flight seen by this observer over the Florida 
Keys consisted mostly of Sharp-shinned Hawks, 
and a number of Ospreys. This flight continued 
through Oct. 3, and on the 4th numbers of Sharp- 
shinned Hawks increased with flocks of 13 to 15 
being in sight at one time. Between waves of Sharp- 
shins were small flocks of Barn and Tree Swallows. 
Small numbers of Marsh and Broad-winged Hawks 
were found along the Overseas Highway on Key 
Largo, Oct. 10. Unidentified Buteos were seen mi- 
grating at considerable heights, too high for complete 
identifications, Oct. 19 (RPA). Large flocks of Broad- 
winged Hawks were reported from Key West, 100 
seen Oct. 13 (Frances Hames) and three flocks (45, 
60 and 73) on same date (SW). The first Burrow- 
ing Owl record for the Tallahassee Region occurred 
on Dog Island, Nov. 10. Marsh Hawk flights were 
observed near St. Marks Light, Nov. 3, and on Dog 
Island, Nov. 10 (HMS). 

Rails and Coots.—Sora Rail, Sept. 10, and Virginia 
Rail, Oct. 27, were at Lake Jackson (HMS). An- 
other Sora was seen at Key West, Sept. 22 (FH). 
Am. Coots at Coot Bay increased from about 5000 on 


Nov. 17 to approximately 25,000 by Nov. 30. 

Shorebirds.—A Buft-breasted Sandpiper, rare in the 
locality, was at St. Marks Light, Sept. 10; a Golden 
Plover was seen near Tallahassee, Nov. 16, and an 
early Wilson's Snipe was noted at St. Marks Light, 
Sept. 14. A late Spotted Sandpiper was seen at Lake 
Jackson, Oct. 27, and a Solitary Sandpiper at Talla- 
hassee, Oct. 29 (HMS). 

Terns.—At Key West 150 Black Terns, in small 
flocks were noted on Sept. 9; and on Sept. 11, there 
were 75. 

Doves.—Mourning Doves in small flocks scattered 
along the Upper Keys, Oct. 21 to 22 (RPA). Several 
flights of 50 to 60 doves along the shore of Biscayne 
Bay occurred about the same time, flocks coming from 
inland towards the shore. A White-winged Dove 
perched on a power wire at Upper Matecumbe Key, 
Nov. 17 (L. M. Hardy). 

Swifts and Swallows.—Small but numerous flocks 
of Chimney Swifts moved rapidly southwest along the 
Keys, Oct. 19 (RPA). A flight of about 10,000 Tree 
Swallows moved south through Everglades National 
Park, Nov. 30; 5000 Tree Swallows were watched 
while swooping to drink along highway U. S. 1 five 
miles below Florida City, Dec. 1 (CMB). One 
Rough-winged Swallow appeared at St. Marks Light, 
Nov. 3 (HMS). 

Flycatchers—A Western Kingbird was collected 
at Dog Island, Nov. 10 (HMS). An Acadian Fly- 
catcher was heard calling along the Aucilla River 
near Tallahassee, Oct. 20 (HMS). 

Warblers—Rare records were a Golden-winged 
Warbler at Old Field, Sept. 16, and another at Lake 
Iawonia, Sept. 29; a Tennessee Warbler in Leon 
County, Sept. 29; a Black-throated Green Warbler 
at Lake Jackson, Sept. 30; a Magnolia Warbler at 
Tallahassee, Sept. 20. A Yellow-breasted Chat pos- 
sibly wintering, the first record for the Region, was 
collected at Old Field, Nov. 27. 

Notable this fall has been the scarcity of Western 
Palm Warblers and almost complete absence of 
Myrtle Warblers in the area from Miami southward. 
Heretofore these species have been the most common 
birds in the locality. 

Blackbirds and Sparrows.—A Yellow-headed Black- 
bird was a rarity at St. Marks Light, Sept. 10; Ref- 
uge personnel saw 2 about the same time (HMS). 
Two immature White-crowned Sparrows were seen 
and one collected near Tallahassee, Oct. 27 (HMS). 
—CHARLES M. BROOKFIELD, and HENRY P. BEN- 
NETT, 13 McAllister Arcade, Miami 32, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Dry, agreeable weather was fairly general through- 
out the lower parts of this Region from late August 
through October, but in the north (Lakehead and 
Kirkland Lake) it was wet. Levels of Lakes Ontario 
and Erie continued high. A brief and unexpected hot 
spell was experienced in the Buffalo-Toronto area 
during the first few days of October (87° at Buffalo 
on the 4th; 82° Toronto, on Sth) and this very 
warm, tropical air, pushed northward by a hurricane 
moving up the Atlantic coast, seemed to be responsible 
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for the presence of 
a Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher at Toronto 
on the 4th (first To- 
ronto record). 

Following a_ pe- 
riod of fine fall 
weather, snow came 
early in the south 
(6 in. at Toronto, 
Nov. 2-3; ‘first real 
snow, London, Nov. 
4; and a great fall 
of 28 in. just south 
of Buffalo, Nov. 4- 
5). The Buffalo 
storm, which clogged 
the roads remarkably early in the season, was followed 
immediately by cold weather (12°, Nov. 6-7). Up at 
the Lakehead, on Nov. 3, there was already a foot of 
snow in the bush and the temperature read —7°. 

Loons, Pelicans, Herons.—A spectacular flight of 
Common Loons over Kettle Point, Ont. (south end 
Lake Huron) was seen by Mrs. Harriet Woolfenden 
and Ralph O'Reilly, Oct. 14. Five hundred passed 
over going northeast (!) in a more or less continuous 
flight lasting more than 20 minutes (185 within 5 
minutes). A White Pelican stayed at Montezuma 
Wildlife Refuge, near Seneca Lake, N. Y., from May 
until Sept. 19 (fide Loren D. Ward). The northward 
flight of Am. Egrets (predicted in the last report) 
fizzled out, as the only really good concentration was 
at Montezuma (65, Aug. 31, fide F. L. Gambrell). 

Waterfoul.—Several hundred Whistling Swans off 
Bradley's Marsh, Lake St. Clair, Ont., Nov. 4 (Harry 
Wressell), and the finding of the Lesser Scaup breed- 
ing at Ice Lake, Manitoulin Is., in northern Lake 
Huron, during the summer (Wm. Ritching), were 
items worthy of note. So was the Harlequin Duck 
at Niagara Falls, Nov. 18 to 25 (E. C. Ulrich, Axel 
Heilborn, ef al.). 

Hawks.—First observation of the Mississippi Kite 
in Canada was reported at Toronto, Sept. 19 (Ron. 
Scovell). An immature, it was watched as it flew 
southwestward over High Park. A concerted effort 
on the part of 49 observers (Toronto Ornithological 
Club), Sept. 23, produced an estimate of 24,000 
Broad-winged Hawks over 20 stations in the Toronto 
region. Most were after noon, and it was extremely 
fortunate that the date selected for the count happened 
to coincide with what seemed to be the heaviest flight 
of the season. Two days later, however, Don Perks 
alone counted 8503 (3500 in one ‘flock’) during the 
afternoon at Lorne Park, west of Toronto. All were 
moving in the traditional southwest direction, follow- 
ing the shore of Lake Ontario. Best counts at London 
were on the 26th (Dougald Murray) and at Chatham 
on the 27th and 28th (Wressell). 

Gallinaceous Birds—Two observations of young 
Sharp-tailed Grouse, with females, were made in the 
country south of James Bay, in July. One was just 
west of Hearst (C. David Fowle) ; the other, at Coral 
Rapids (Wm. C. and Mrs. Baker). The reintroduc- 
tion of the wild Turkey in southern Ontario (ex- 














tirpated there since about 1902) by the Department 
of Lands and Forests in 1950 has been followed with 
great interest. Two toms and 4 hens were liberated 
at H. G. Hagemeier’s woods, Smith Lake, Lambton 
County (fide Dr. C. H. D. Clarke) and, during the 
same fall, a brood of 6 almost fully-grown young was 
seen. This fall (1951) a flock of more than 14 was 
present. The original 6 came from the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission. 

Shorebirds —High water reduced the amount of 
mud flat available for fall shorebirds, in the southern 
part of this region, but some interesting concentra- 
tions were reported. At a very restricted mud flat 
(100 sq. yards) bordering Ashbridges Bay marsh at 
the eastern Toronto waterfront, 21 species were iden- 
tified between July 23 and Sept. 16 (fide Baillie). 
Airports provide good habitat, protection and food 
for certain species, and the best flock of Golden 
Plover at Toronto within the 30 years’ experience of 
this compiler was at Malton airport, Sept. 21 (flock 
of about 50, Harry Lumsden). Albert Wright, Bernie 
Nathan, ef al., however, had 250 of these birds at 
Ransom, near Buffalo, Oct. 6. The fall flight of Hud- 
sonian Curlew through this region has never reached 
the proportions of the late May movement. Roy Wal- 
lace’s observation of a flock of 150 at Sunnyside, 
Toronto, Sept. 22, then, was noteworthy. Rarities in 
this group included a Hudsonian Godwit at Cayuga 
Lake, N. Y., Sept. 1 (W. J. Hamilton, IIT) and an 
Am. Avocet at Port Britain, Ont., Oct. 27 (Ted Mc- 
Donald). Good for this Region at any season were 
the 5 Wilson's Phalaropes (Sept. 16) and 4 North- 
ern Phalaropes (Aug. 29) seen by the Kingston 
(Ont.) Nature Club (fide Stuart Peters). 

Gulls, Terns, Murres.—The Toronto Black-headed 
Gull, found by George North on Aug. 1 (first for 
there; second for Canada), was seen subsequently by 
John Crosby (Aug. 10), Dr. Richard Saunders (Aug. 
17), Thomas Swift (next) and Ian Halladay (Sept. 
9). A substantial gathering of Bonaparte’s Gulls was 
reported by Dr. George Stirrett (6000, Kingsville, 
Ont., Nov. 22). Buffalo had a Black-legged Kitti- 
wake on Nov. 29 (Schaffner, Fred Hall, Nathan). 
The maximum number of Black Terns this season 
along the Niagara River was 3500, Aug. 23 (Harold 
Mitchell). Only report of Briinnich’s Murre came 
from Hull, P. Q. (opposite Ottawa), where one was 
picked up alive, Nov. 28 (fide Earl Godfrey). 

Ouls, Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—A few Snowy 
Owls came down in November (Fort William on the 
3rd; Manitoulin Island, on the 18th) but no major 
flight was indicated. Earlier, came a curious record of 
one on a rocky isle in the upper St. Lawrence River, 
14 miles west of Brockville, Aug. 27, likely a left- 
over ‘from the previous winter (David Hurrie). About 
the only place in Ontario where the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker is known to breed (Melbourne, Middle- 
sex County) this summer produced 2, and possibly 
3, broods (Dougald Murray). Coincident with the 
appearance of a few Arctic Woodpeckers in late Oc- 
tober and November along the lower edge of Ontario, 
came at least 2 Three-toed Woodpeckers (Brockville, 
Oct. 20, Hurrie; Marsh Lake, Haliburton Co., mid- 
November, Alf. Bunker). The sight of a Scissor- 
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tailed Flycatcher at Toronto, Oct. 4 (Archie Reid), 
during an unseasonably hot spell established a new 
record for that locality. Although the only previous 
provincial records came from Oshawa, Hamilton and 
Lucknow, specimens have been secured in New 
Brunswick, at Point des Monts and Noranda in Que- 
bec, and more than once at York Factory on Hudson 
Bay! 

Jays, Ravens.—Dr. Wm. Gunn noted that Gray 
Jays were particularly numerous in Algonquin Park 
in September, and in October and November some 
spilled down into the lower counties of Ontario, 
bordering Lake Ontario. Dr. Jack Satterly saw one 
at Toronto, Oct. 14; another at Orillia, Oct. 20; 
Ivor Ellis had 6 in his Toronto backyard, Oct. 28: 
and Frank Smith and Gordon Lambert counted 5 at 
Ashbridges Bay there on Nov. 11. A’ spectacular 
westward migration of Blue Jays occurred at the same 
time as the Broad-winged Hawk flight across south- 
ern Ontario. On Sept. 23, 1757 crossed Toronto's 
Eastern Gap in 414 hours (Lambert); on the 25th, 
Don Perks counted 2832 flying west at Lorne Park, 
west of that city, in 114 hours; then Murray noted a 
large migration of them through Middlesex County; 
and, during the last few days of the month, Wressell 
saw them streaming through Chatham in great num- 
bers. Three Common Ravens turned up along the 
north shore of the lower Great Lakes: 2 shot at 
Hillier in October (fide Herbert Lunn), and one 
seen at Point Pelee, Nov. 3 (Harriet Woolfenden and 
Robert Mara). 

Chickadees.- —By all odds the most outstanding 
event of the season here was the southwestward move- 
ment of Black-capped and Brown-capped Chickadees 
(in mixed flocks) across the lower section of this 
region in late October. Many thousands of birds were 
involved and the flight lasted about 10 days, loose 
flock after loose flock, flying close to the ground, 
scurrying along in hedge-hopping fashion, and com- 
monly feeding in the open on Asters and Goldenrods. 
Many were killed by flying into picture-windows and 
other obstructions. Their tameness was commented 
upon by many observers, and it was really surprising 
the number that passed through even the downtown 
sections of large cities which happened to be situated 
on their line of flight. Although there were a few 
observations of Brown-caps in pure flocks (Toronto, 
up to 25 birds, Oct. 21, Arnold Dawe and Frank 
Cook), the proportion of Brown-caps to Black-caps 
seemed to be about 1 to 7. Some dropped off here 
and there along the rather narrow belt (never more 
than 150 miles across) through which they passed, 
and took to frequenting feeding-stations. The rapidity 
of the flight is indicated by the fact that the first 
great wave reached Toronto, Oct. 20 (from the east) 
and Point Pelee, 200 miles to the southwest, five days 
later (Mara). Some idea of the numbers involved 
came from Wm. Girling, who counted 1400 Black- 
caps flying west at Port Stanley in one hour (Oct. 
21); and from Gunn and Russ Tilt, who reported 
that chickadees were always in sight at Point Pelee 
(Oct. 29), that 75 were watched in the sky at one 
time that day at the tip of the point, and that the 
birds were coming down the point, at the tip, at the 


rate of 20 per minute. The next day, a few Black- 
caps and at least one Brown-cap were seen at Pelee 
Island, indicating very conclusively that some, at 
least, of these allegedly weak-flying birds had crossed 
the 7 miles of Lake Erie separating these two places 
With appropriate apologies to Mr. Nichols for tres- 
passing on his Region, we might also point out that 
the flight, so far as Brown-caps are concerned, has been 
traced to a point fully 1000 miles distant from Point 
Pelee, for Mitchell Campbell reported to Godfrey “a 
considerable migration” of them in September at the 
lower Moisie River, 350 miles below Quebec city, 
on the north shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The 
following month, Rev. R. Tanguay noted the Brown- 
caps “in unusual numbers” at Ste. Anne de la Poca- 
tiere, P. Q., 70 miles northeast of Quebec city on 
the south shore of the St. Lawrence River, at that 
point 12 miles across. From Montreal to Pelee, the 
birds were seen at a great many points within the 
narrow belt they traversed, the northern limits being 
Haliburton and Peterborough Counties, and south 
Georgian Bay; the southern edge, Rochester and 
Buffalo. Few were seen at those last-mentioned cities 
and no evidence came to us to indicate that any of 
this migration followed the south shore of Lake Erie. 
The numbers of birds involved in this great flight 
were nothing short of remarkable. The Black-caps 
have never within memory in this region taken part 
in such a mass movement. Brown-caps rarely come 
down into the lower section of this region, and the 
nearest approach to flights previously were birds at 
half a dozen localities in the area between Toronto 
and Georgian Bay in October of 1937 and 1946. Dur- 
ing the present flight, 52 were seen by Lambert at 
Toronto, Oct. 27; 31 at Whitby, east of Toronto, by 
Naomi LeVay, Oct. 20; 15 to 18 in one Toronto 
garden by Cecil Bratton, Oct. 27; 38 at Hamilton by 
North and Robert Elstone, Oct. 28; and 12 at Port 
Stanley, same day, by Girling. There is evidence that 
many of the Black-caps came from northern Ontario 
(whence came no reports of unusual numbers of 
Brown-caps), merging with the great southwestward 
flight somewhere in the eastern part of southern 
Ontario. Places in the north reporting Black-caps in 
abnormal abundance this fall were Fort William (Dr 
Albert Allin), New Liskeard (Robert Trowern), Gore 
Bay (‘very large movement,’ Harold McQuarrie), 
Rutherglen (“noticeable influx” in late September, 
Louise Lawrence), and southern Algonquin Park (in 
September, Gunn). Black-cap abundance during the 
southwestward migration in late October has been 
traced as far east as Brockville (“more common than 
for years,’ Hurrie), and Montreal. 

Thrushes, Vireos. Warblers, Blackbirds.—From 
Kirkland Lake, at the northwest corner of our little 
map, comes the report of a Wheatear, Sept. 16 (James 
McLanahan, fide Fred Helleiner). Winston Brockner 
has turned in our most northerly record of Yellow- 
throated Vireo (Friday's Landing, Temagami, Aug. 
21 to 26). A very good fall flight of warblers in 
August and September at Toronto and London, par- 
ticularly Bay-breasts, was not experienced in the east- 
ern Finger Lakes, N. Y., where Gambrell reported 
warblers “very scarce.” Elizabeth Price and Ruth 


15 








Stewart had a Worm-eating Warbler under observa- 
tion at Port Britain, Ont., Aug. 30 to Sept. 2; at 
Rochester, Allan Klonick saw a very late Parula 
Warbler, Nov. 26, and Mrs. Helen Waldron picked 
up a dead Yellow-breasted Chat at Toronto, Sept. 16. 
Walter Nickell saw a Yellow-headed Blackbird at 
Point Pelee early in July. 

Finches.—David West and Douglas Scovell saw a 
Dickcissel at Toronto, Aug. 19. A very heavy and 
widespread southward flight of Evening Grosbeaks 
took place in October. A study of the appearance dates 
suggests that the birds moved from east to west across 
southern Ontario: Delta and Wellington, Oct. 6; 
Arden, Oct. 8; Kingston and Toronto, Oct. 10; Buf- 
falo, Oct. 11; Kincardine and Ipperwash Beach, Oct. 
14, and Pelee Island, Oct. 25. Ten days later, many 
Pine Grosbeaks came into the southern parts of this 
region: Paudash Lake, Oct. 20; Brechin and Cataract, 
Oct. 27; Uxbridge, Oct. 29; Fonthill, Oct. 30; Buf- 
falo, Nov. 4; London and Port Burwell, Nov. 11: 
and Port Stanley, Nov. 18. Crossbills, so prevalent 
last fall, were this season almost entirely absent. A 
rare find was a Harris's Sparrow at Hamburg, N. Y., 
Nov. 9 to 12 (Avery). JamMes L. Battie, Research 
Assistant, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology, 100 
Queen's Park, Toronto. 





APPALACHIAN REGION.—Not in many years 
have bird-watchers in the Appalachian Region had so 
exciting an ornithological season as during the au- 
tumn of 1951. In late August and 
early September there were unusual 
numbers of Yellow-bellied Fly- 
waceasrowssvl catchers and Philadelphia Vireos. 
PITTSBURG cumapeiind-4 : ; 
stueeiue i || Near Morgantown, W. Va., there 
a was a small flight of Dickcissels 
| during the first week in September. 
Orange-crowned Warblers were re- 
ported more frequently than ever 
| before. Evening Grosbeaks arrived 








vedo yg MARLESTON 
PORTSMOUTH Bi acise 
* i J 

“VY =o, BLEFIELGL - 


mohegan {VA | 
Ky (yt 


RG 





evizaset nc e ° 
, wake in force during late October, and 
ates ; with them came a few Pine Gros- 
GATLINSUPL 
TENN —_— 


beaks. During the first three days of 
Pa November, the mountain region had 
“ALAS, an unprecedented waterfowl flight. 
, These are some of the high spots of 
an extraordinarily rewarding fall. 
The late summer drought carried through Septem- 
ber, but regular rains began at about the time forest 
fire danger was approaching a peak. High coloration 
of foliage lasted a month, much longer than usual. 
November was rather cool and wet, with severe 
freezes that sent the thermometer as low as 10° F. 
It is gratifyingly true that observers in the Appa- 
lachians are, in recent years, making a much more 
effective coverage of the area. This circumstance 
alone, however, will not account for all the remark- 
able records which this season has brought. Almost 
every bird student found new species, or rare species 
in unusual numbers, in his territory. 
One of those seemingly unavoidable ornithological 
tragedies which occur rather regularly was reported 
by J. C. Howell. At the Knoxville, Tenn., Airport, 
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in Blount County, 1044 birds of 46 species were 
picked up dead on the morning of Oct. 8. Dead birds 
included 387 Oven-birds, 90 Chestnut-sided Warblers, 
80 Tennessee Warblers, 63 Bay-breasted Warblers, 
61 Magnolia Warblers, and 33 Scarlet Tanagers. Six 
Sora Rails and 1 Whip-poor-will were counted. Rari- 
ties were Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (1), Gray-cheeked 
Thrush (4), Philadelphia Vireo (4), Northern Wa- 
ter-thrush (3), and Swainson’s Warbler (1, first local 
record ). 

Loons and Grebes.—It is sometimes difficult for 
observers in this area to persuade their friends in 
other areas that Common Loons actually occur in large 
flocks on Appalachian lakes. On Nov. 1, more than 
a thousand Common Loons (by actual count) were 
on Cheat Lake, Monongalia County, W. Va. (M. G. 
Brooks, M. L. Hundley). One compact group held 
134 individuals. During this great flight Common 
Loons were reported from every portion of the Region. 

Red-throated Loons were seen by Brooks and Hund- 
ley at the same lake on Nov. 1. and by George Hall 
on Nov. 3. One Red-necked Grebe was noted at 
Cheat Lake on Nov. 1, and Vincent McLaughlin 
counted 5 on Meander Reservoir in northeastern Ohio 
on Oct. 30. During the fall there were flocks of hun- 
dreds of Pied-billed and Horned Grebes. 

Comorants, Herons.—In West Virginia, Double- 
crested Cormorants have never before been reported 
in such numbers, nor so widely distributed. They were 
present in varying numbers during all of November 
at Cheat Lake, and Ralph Edeburn had a high count 
of 71 birds along the Ohio River, near Huntington, 
W. Va., on Nov. 3. There were 5 near Huntington 
as late as Nov. 17. 

“White” herons were in poor numbers all during 
the summer and fall. At Harriman, Tenn., Mrs. E. M. 
West noted 2 Snowy Egrets on Aug. 23, and a late 
Am. Egret on Nov. 10. A Black-crowned Night Heron 
at Bellefonte, Pa., on Nov. 1 (Bruce Dowling) was 
late. 

Waterfowl—No waterfowl flight of modern times 
in this region has equaled that of Nov. 1-3. Every 
lake, river, and even small farm ponds and beaver 
dams had its quota. Remarkable also was the variety 
of species. W. R. DeGarmo noted 23 species on one 
small pond near Beverly, W. Va. Whistling Swans 
were in flocks of “hundreds” in northeastern Ohio, 
and as late as Nov. 10, 14 flocks were seen at Evans 
Lake (McLaughlin). Nine fiocks, including 280 indi- 
viduals, were seen by Dowling in Huntingdon County, 
Pa., on Nov. 2. Brooks and Hundley saw one flock 
of 49 at Cheat Lake, on Nov. 1. 

All the dabbling ducks came early and stayed late. 
The November flight included all common diving 
ducks, and many rarities. White-winged Scoters were 
at Cheat Lake on Nov. 1. A single individual near 
Elizabethton, Tenn., on Nov. 3 was the first record 
for this area (Lee R. Herndon). Five Am. Scoters 
at Charleston, W. Va., on Nov. 2 (C. O. Handley) 
constitute one of the few West Virginia records for 
the species. 

Canada Geese were widely distributed, and Blue 
and Snow Geese, apparently becoming more common 
each year, were noted by many observers. Remarkable 
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was a flock of 9 Brant at State College, Pa., on Nov. 
1 (Merrill Wood, W. S. Clarke, Jr., and others). A 
single Brant was noted near Beverly, W. Va., on Nov. 
2 (DeGarmo). 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds.—Observers who did 
hawk-watching along Maryland and West Virginia 
ridges this fall were not fortunate in their weather. 
Several observers saw flights that numbered hundreds 
(mostly Broad-wings), but only one ran into thou- 
sands as in previous years. We are coming to recog- 
nize that there is a considerable October movement of 
Pigeon Hawks along the Allegheny ridges. Many 
were noted this year. DeGarmo reported unusual num- 
bers of Golden Eagles in September. A Peregrine 
Falcon at Morgantown on Nov. 17 was noteworthy. 

This was a banner year for Ruffed Grouse, Bob- 
whites, and wild Turkeys. All three are in heavier 
numbers than in past recent years. 

Cranes through Shorebirds.—Four Sandhill Cranes, 
very rare locally, were reported by Howell over Nor- 
ris Lake, Anderson Co., Tenn., on Oct. 21. Virginia 
Rails were reported northward at unusually late dates. 
Coots were extraordinarily abundant during the Nov. 
1-3 period. H. B. Curry noted 14 Golden Plovers at 
State College, Pa., on Oct. 28. The shorebird migra- 
tion was generally good, with Pectoral and Western 
Sandpipers in unusual numbers. Baird's Sandpiper, 
rare in this region, was reported from Huntington, 
W. Va., on Sept. 27 and Oct. 3. Wilson's Snipe were 
in good numbers at Lexington, Va. (J. J. Murray). 
Edward Seeber had the unusual experience of seeing 
3 phalaropes on the Ohio River near Huntington on 
Oct. 28. Two appeared to be Wilson's Phalaropes, 
but one seen under good conditions was identified as 
a Red Phalarope. This species has not previously 
been recorded from West Virginia. and takes its place 
on the state’s hypothetical list. 

Gulls and Terns.—Herring, Ring-billed, and Bona- 
parte’s Gulls were unusually common all fall. Hugh 
Land reports 3 Forster’s Terns at Huntington on 
Nov. 3. This is another species to be added to West 
Virginia's hypothetical list. Common Terns, rare in 
East Tennessee, were seen on Aug. 29 and Sept. 2 
(Howell). 

Woodpeckers through Pipits—There was an ex- 
ceptionally heavy fall flight of Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers. Two Olive-sided Flycatchers near Warren, 
Pa., on Aug. 26 were unusual (H. E. Johnson). 
Handley saw 2 birds in Randolph County, W. Va.. on 
Oct. 14 which he identified as Fish Crows. There are 
no previous records from the Allegheny Plateau. The 
flight of Red-breasted Nuthatches was excellent. A 
Bewick's Wren at French Creek, W. Va., on Nov. 27 
is the latest fall date for the species in that locality. 
The Water Pipit flight was heavier than in many 
years past. , 

Warblers, Blackbirds —Tennessee and Cape May 
Warblers were unusually abundant. A Tennessee 
Warbler at Elizabethton, Tenn., on Nov. 3 was very 
late (Herndon). Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Richards and 
others report a partially albino Brewer’s Blackbird 
on Catoctin Mountain, near Emmitsburg, Md., Nov. 
24-26. This is another addition to the region's hypo- 
thetical list. 


Finches.—Edeburn reported 10 Dickcissels at Hunt- 
ington on Sept. 27. Evening Grosbeaks in an unprece- 
dented flight have reached the region. Some first ar- 
rival dates are as follows: Warren, Pa., Oct. 27; 
Morgantown, W. Va., Oct. 20 (E. N. McCue and 
Hundley); State College, Pa., Oct. 26 (Wood); 
French Creek, W. Va., Oct. 27; Oakland, Md., Oct. 
30 (Elizabeth Slater); Beverly, W. Va., Nov. 2; 
Lexington, Va., Nov. 5 (Robert Paxton); Greene- 
ville, Tenn., Nov. 17 (Herndon). Pine Grosbeaks 
appeared at State College, Pa., on Nov. 11 (Clarke) ; 
in Tucker County, W. Va., on Nov. 17 (DeGarmo) ; 
at Emmitsburg, Md., a flock of 12 from Nov. 24 on 
(Richards); and at Harman, W. Va., 1 on Dec. 3 
(Clark G. Webster). Pine Siskins were seen at Mor- 
gantown on Nov. 30, and have been reported in small 
numbers from other localities. 

Sparrows.—J. J. Murray collected a Labrador Sa- 
vannah Sparrow at Lexington, Va., on Oct. 15. Tony 
Netting calls attention to an unusual scarcity of Jun- 
cos in the Pittsburgh area. Many observers have noted 
the scarcity of Am. Tree Sparrows. The first West 
Virginia specimen of Gambel’s White-crowned 
Sparrow was trapped, banded, and photographed by 
Hundley near Morgantown in late October. It will be 
reported on in detail elsewhere. Fox Sparrows and 
Lincoln’s Sparrows were unusually common.—Mav- 
RICE Brooks, Division of Forestry, West Virginia 
University, Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The fall 
season was one of extremes again, with high water 
levels throughout the region. In Minnesota, September 
was cooler and 
wetter than us- 
ual, with the 
least amount of 
sunshine ever 
recorded for 
that month by 
the Minneapo- 
lis Weather 
Bureau. It was 
the second 
coldest September in 61 years, and precipitation was 
2.67 inches above normal. A killing frost on Sept. 28 
ended the growing season. In southeastern Michigan 
(Detroit Weather Bureau) a heavy frost on Sept. 20 
damaged the tender vegetation. In that area Septem- 
ber was quite dry with normal temperatures, and 
October was warmer than normal, with precipitation 
well above normal. In Minnesota there was measur- 
able snowfall in October, and the last half of the 
month was colder than normal. A blizzard began on 
Nov. 3 with a 39 m.p.h. wind from the north fol- 
lowed by a fall of 4.2 inches of snow on Nov. 4. 
In Michigan a record snow fell on Nov. 6, following 
unusually low temperatures. The remainder of the 
month was cold with considerable snow. In Minnesota 
there was heavy rain and snow on Nov. 13 and 14 
with winds of 31 to 34 m.p.h. from the west. 
Waterfouwl—Wreather conditions probably — ac- 
counted for the abnormal migration pattern. At Seney 
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National Wildlife Refuge near Germfask, Mich.. 
Snow and Blue Geese passed over, a few flocks each 
day, for an extended period (C. J. Henry). Farther 
south in the Kalamazoo, Mich., area, more Snow and 
Blue Geese than usual were seen and concentrations 
of Canada Geese were later in building up and stayed 
longer (Mrs. Gladys Hall). Large flights of Canada 
Geese were seen near Milw aukee, Wis., between Oct 
17 and 22 (J. Wilde and Arlene Cors). At Mud Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge near Holt, Marshall Co., 
Minn., peak concentrations of Snow and Blue Geese 
occurred on Oct. 15 and of Canada Geese on Oct. 14 
(L. H. Mangus). An unusually early flight of Ring- 
necked Ducks was observed near Kalamazoo, Mich., 
on Sept. 15, but no large flocks were seen later 
(Hall). A flock of 600 Ring-necked Ducks, seen in 
Oakland Co., Mich 
seen in 6 years. Due perhaps to unseasonable cold 


, on Oct. 28, was the largest group 


weather in Canada, Mallards were numerous during 
the early part of the Minnesota hunting season. The 
cold weather during the latter part of October and 
storms during the first part of November evidently 
sent the “northern” flight through Minnesota. At 
Mud Lake Refuge, Holt, Minn., there was a_ peak 
concentration of 25,000 scaups on Oct. 19 (Mangus). 
Two Pintails seen on Sept. 5 at Seney Refuge, Mich 
(Henry), were the only records this fall for that 
species, and 7 Canvas-backs seen on Oct. 13 were the 
first records in 2'/y years for the same area. Although 
scoters are not frequently seen in the states of this 
region, 4 White-winged Scoters were bagged on Oct 
21 and 22 in Grant Co., Minn. (W. A. Huntley) and 
| was observed at Duluth, Minn., on Oct. 25 (Joel 
Bronoel). A small flock of Am. Scoters was noted on 
Nov. 4 at Cedar Grove. Wis. (Gordon Orians, Dan 
Berger). A White-winged Scoter and an Old-squaw 
were seen at Belle Isle in the Detroit River on Nov 
17 (Ralph A. O'Reilly, Jr.) 

Hawks. 
throughout the range of the Broad-winged Hawk re- 
sulted in more complete reports on the hawk migra- 
tion. In Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair and Wayne 
Counties, Mich., 21 persons under the direction of 
Mrs. Alice Miller counted 1486 and estimated an 
additional 6950 hawks during the main flight on Sept 
26, 27 
Cooper's, Red-tailed and Red-shouldered Hawks were 
present in small numbers. At Duluth, Minn., 8966 


The cooperative hawk counts carried on 


and 28. These were mostly Broad-wings, but 


hawks were counted by 16 people on the week-ends 
of Sept. 15-16 and 22-23. Broad-winged Hawks, of 
which there were 3251, made up the largest number 
and next in number were 697 Sharp-shinned Hawks. 
Seven Goshawks were also seen (J. Bronoel, P. B 
Hofslund, ef «/.). In the Minneapolis-St. Paul area 
only 82 hawks were seen by 8 observers during the 
two week-ends, and the Red-tailed 
species most frequently seen 

Bird 
considerably in parts of northern Minnesota and in 
state hunters felt that this Ruffed Grouse 
season was more successful than that of 1950, when 
nearly a million Ruffed Grouse were bagged (A. B 
Erickson). Bob-white have increased in parts of Mich- 


Hawk was the 
Gallinaceous 


Spruce Grouse have increased 


the same 
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igan and in Calhoun Co., 2 flocks, one of 33 and one 
of 8 were seen, and others heard, where several years 
ago none could be seen (Walkinshaw ). 
and Ratly.—At Lake, 
Mich., 66 Sandhill Cranes were counted on Sept. l 
and the last flock (10) at Baker Sanctuary was seen 
on Oct. 28 (Walkinshaw). A Yellow Rail was re- 
ported from Baker Sanctuary, Calhoun Co., Mich., on 
Sept. 15 (Walkinshaw ). 

Shorebtras. 


Cranes Sleeper Luce Co., 


Observers agreed that high water 
eliminated many mud flats, causing fewer observa- 
tions of shorebirds; but arrival and departure dates 
were normal. Two Golden Plover and numerous 
Black-bellied Plover were seen as late as Oct. 28 at 
Duluth, Minn. (Bronoel). In Macomb Co., Mich., 6 
Golden Plover were seen on Sept. 12 (Mrs. Harriet 
Woolfenden) and 7 Black-bellied Plover on Sept. 8 
(Kelleys and O'Reilly). A large flight of Am. Wood- 
cock occurred near Page, Mille Lacs Co.. Minn., on 
the week-end of Sept. 29 when 30 were counted in 
10 minutes just at dusk, many doing their aerial per- 
formance but none “peenting’ (C. Jarosz, J. Jarosz, 
H. Gunderson). An unusual sight was a large eve- 
ning flight of the Solitary Sandpiper observed at 
Itasca Park, Becker Co., Minn., on Sept. 2 (W. Long- 
ley). A Baird’s Sandpiper was observed on the shores 
of Lake Superior, north of Duluth, Minn., on Aug 
26 (A. C. Rosenwinkel ). Stilt Sandpipers, rare in this 
region, were reported from Whitehall, Muskegon Co., 
Mich., on Aug. 18 and 19 (David Jones and Walkin- 
shaw) and near Roxbury, Dane Co., Wis.. Sept. 6 
(S. D. Robbins). 

Ouls.—Very tew Snowy Owls have been observed 
They were seen at Mud Lake Refuge, Holt, Minn., 
beginning Oct. 22 (Mangus) and have been reported 
trom the vicinity of Duluth, Minn. (Bronoel). A 
Saw-whet Owl was observed Midland, Mich., 
on Oct. 15 (E. Kenaga). 

N 18 Athawks. 


near 


Flight concentrations of the Eastern 
Nighthawk were observed in Wisconsin on Aug. 20 
(Arlene Cors) and Aug. 27 (Alan Keitt) and near 
St. Paul, Minn., on Sept. 20, 30 and Oct. 1 (T. Moor 
and Rosenwinkel ). 

Flickers.—An hybrid flicker, collected in 
Michigan, is now in the Cranbrook Institute collec- 
tions. Part of the description by Walter P. Nickell 
“Throat and cheek patches separated by 
black malar patches. Primary coverts and first’ three 


unusual 


tollows: 


primaries of both wings dark red, shafts lighter red: 
fourth and fifth primaries red from base to half entire 
length, remainder yellow; 
red with red shafts.” 

and Chickadees 
consin’ observers reported a 


entire under part of tail 
Nuthatches Michigan and Wis 
marked influx of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches. A “big” migration was noted at 
Battle Creek, Mich., in August (Walkinshaw). After 
a virtual absence in 1950 there were already 34 re- 
ports from the Detroit, Mich., area, the first as early 
as Sept. 1 (Kelleys and L. Lenz). A Brown-capped 
Chickadee (rare for that area) was found by a field 
group at The Kellogg Bird Sanctuary, Kalamazoo Co., 
Mich., Nov. 18 (H. Lewis Batts) 

Gnatcatchers, 


Wouxuwimes. Vireo A late Blue- 
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gray Gnatcatcher was recorded at Mazomanie, Wis., 
on Oct. 8 (Robbins). Near Duluth, Minn., 24 Bo- 
hemian Waxwings were seen on Nov. 23 (P. B. 
Hofslund). A singing Bell's Vireo was noted in 
eastern Iowa County, Wis., on Sept. 5 (Robbins). 

Wurblers.—Near Detroit, Mich., warblers appeared 
in mid-August with migration dates about one week 
early, compared with reports of the previous 6 years 
(Mrs. Neil T. Kelley). Six Connecticut Warblers, 
rare in that area, were seen from Sept. 2 to 9, and 
Magnolia Warblers were last seen on Oct. 31 (Nick- 
ell). Near Midland, Mich., warbler ‘waves’ oc- 
curred on Sept. 18, 19, and Oct. 2, with Tennessee 
and Nashville Warblers seen as late as Oct. 14 and 
Cape May Warblers as late as Oct. 19 (Kenaga). At 
Two Harbors, Lake Co., Minn., a warbler “wave” of 
6 species and 50 to 60 individuals was noted on Aug. 
25 (Rosenwinkel). At Minneapolis, Minn., a major 
movement of warblers occurred on Aug. 23 (W. J. 
Breckenridge ). 

Northern Finches.—There were many reports of 
northern grosbeaks moving into the region. Near 
Duluth, Minn., 24 Evening Grosbeaks and 13 Pine 
Grosbeaks were seen on Nov. 4 (Mrs. R. Boeder, 
M. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Bronoel, F. Evans, O. Fin- 
seth, Hofslund and Mr. and Mrs. H. Putnam). On 
the same day, 8 Evening Grosbeaks appeared in Mil- 
waukee (Mrs. F. L. Larkin, ef a/.), and from Nov. 5 
on this species was frequently noted at Adams, Wis. 
(Robbins). A flock of Pine Grosbeaks was seen at 
close range in the Menomonie Indian Reservation, 
Wis., in early November (Joan and Bob Frey), and 
2 at Adams, Wis., Nov. 16 (Robbins). At the Seney 
Refuge in northern Michigan, Pine Grosbeaks and 
Pine Siskins have been unusually common this fall 
(Henry). Near Detroit, Mich., there were 3 reports 
of Evening Grosbeaks and more unusual, 2 reports of 
Pine Grosbeaks: an immature 2 on Nov. 2, Oakland 
Co. (Hessel Tenhave), now a specimen at UMMZ, 
and 1 the last week of November in Macomb Co. 
(Mrs. May Lou Bolt). At Kalamazoo, Mich., this was 
also a grosbeak year; Evening Grosbeaks were seen 
on Nov. 9 (Mrs. J. K. Walsh and Hall) and Pine 
Grosbeaks, “‘especially immature males,” were numer- 
ous (Hall and Batts). Snow Buntings were common 
as early as Sept. 15 at Mud Lake Refuge, Holt, Minn. 
(Mangus), and at Duluth, Minn., 25 Snow Buntings 
were seen on Oct. 25 (Bronoel). At the Seney Ref- 
uge, Germfask, Mich., Snow Buntings were first seen 
on Oct. 20 (Henry ).—Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Min- 
nevota Museum of Natural History, Minneapolis: 14, 
Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.— Fall 
began with water high in Iowa, Illinois and north- 
west Indiana; with the Mississippi River and Mis- 
sourt River valleys recovering from the summer's great 
floods; and with southern Indiana and Kentucky ab- 
normally dry. An early November spell of record cold 
ended weeks of typical weather; 10° temperatures 
were succeeded by heavy snows from the southwest 
that blanketed most of the region but Iowa. Lingering 
shore- and land-bird migrants departed; great flights 


of waterfowl ap- 
peared but in 
many places 
passed quickly 
through. 

Diving Birds. 
—Casual va- 
grants were a 
Red - throated 
Loon near 
Beardstown, IIL, 
Mov. 13 (7. &. 
Musselman) ; an Eared Grebe near Gary, Ind., Oct. 24 
(Raymond Grow); a Western Grebe at Des Moines, 
la., Oct. 27 (J. H. Decker). 

Pelicans.—To most of the region’s observers, who 
properly consider the White Pelican rare or very ir- 
regular, the report of Roy E. Coy may perhaps come 
as a surprise. In northwest Missouri near St. Joseph, 
Coy finds thousands of these birds. Arriving on the 
marshes in early September, pelicans this year as usual 
reached a peak of 3000 about Oct. 1 and left with 
the first freeze. 




















Waterfoul—Despite some disagreement among 
reporters, it seems fair to say that waterfowl, espe- 
cially surface-feeding ducks, showed a marked in- 
crease, and to attribute conflicting observations to the 
November weather. Thus, while declines were re- 
ported from some areas where numbers usually con- 
tinue to build up into late November, other areas 
where water remained open and fields uncovered were 
centers of exceptional concentrations. Snow-covered 
feeding areas to the south caused a large-scale south- 
to-north Mallard movement to Iowa's open corn 
fields (Thomas Morrisey). 

Of three reports of Whistling Swans about Nov. 1, 
a flock of 60 in northern Ohio was most unusual 
(Laurel Van Camp). Flights of Canada Geese began 
arriving during the first week of October with Blues 
and Snows coming a few days later. Near Peoria, 
Ill., Ferd Luthy found that unusually large mixed 
Blue-Snow flocks contained 50% Snows as against a 
normal 10%. Of the ducks, general increases were 
reported for Blue-winged Teal, Am. Widgeon and 
Gadwall; Ruddies were back up to normal numbers 
in the Mississippi valley. On Lake Erie at South Bass 
Island, Milton Trautman on Nov. 2 saw two flocks 
of 40 Greater Scaup, an unprecedented number. Rari- 
ties were a European Widgeon, and an Am. Widgeon- 
Pintail hybrid shot in central Illinois (Musselman) ; 
all three scoters at Cleveland on Nov. 25 (Raymond 
Hill); White-winged Scoters at St. Joseph, Mo. 
(Coy) and Peoria, Ill. (Luthy). 

Hawks.—Seldom in this region does one witness 
a hawk flight of the magnitude of that seen by Marion 
Clow at Lake Bluff, Ill. Climaxing a 5-day Broad- 
wing and Sharp-shin flight before northwest winds, 
in which flocks of 50 birds were the rule, hundreds 
soared southwards along the Lake Michigan shore on 
Sept. 18. Throughout the region .Peregrine Falcons 
appeared from mid-September through October in 
greater numbers than most observers had ever seen; 
several per day over the mud flats and lakes was a 
not infrequent sight. Pigeon Hawks were also wide- 
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spread, with a flight of 11 near Chicago on Sept. 15 
(Ted Nork). Rough-legged Hawks were very scarce. 
A great rarity was an adult Mississippi Kite, care- 
fully observed near Beardstown on the Illinois River 
on Oct. 21 (Musselman). 

Greater Prairie Chickens —Two responses to a re- 
cent inquiry in this report concerning the status of 
the Greater Prairie Chicken east of the Mississippi 
reveal that Indiana’s population of 600 is over- 
shadowed by that of Illinois. As late as 1943, 32,000 
birds were largely concentrated in the prairie coun- 
ties of southeast Illinois and along northwest Illinois’ 
Green River (William B. Robertson). There are 
other isolated colonies, one of which Richard Brewer 
discovered in southwest Illinois’ old blue stem prairie. 

Gallinules and Coots ——A Purple Gallinule, found 
injured in the city of St. Charles, Mo., in September, 
was released in a local sanctuary (J. Earl Comfort). 
Reports on Am. Coots are impossible to summarize; 
like ducks and geese, they were scarce at some places, 
abundant in others, and for the same reasons. 

Shorebirds —As usual, the numbers of shorebirds 
seen could be correlated with the surface area of mud 
flats and other suitable feeding territory. Dry central 
Indiana enjoyed a banner year, and localities struck 
by the summer's floods had their best season in his- 
tory as receding waters left extensive feeding grounds. 
Throughout the region Am. Golden Plovers appeared 
in numbers unusually large for the southward inland 
migration. Special highlights were Hudsonian Cur- 
lews at the Indiana Dunes, Aug. 4 and Sept. 6 
(Grow); Red Krots at the same spot, Sept. 30 
(Grow) and at St. Louis (Comfort); Marbled God- 
wits at St. Louis (Comfort) and Chicago (Nork): 
Am. Avocets from late September through October 
at St. Louis, reaching a peak of 11 birds (Comfort). 
All three phalaropes were seen, the Red only once 
(at Chicago, Nov. 26, Amy Baldwin). 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—Many observers in the 
Chicago area saw jaegers, all thought to be Parasitic, 
migrating along the Lake Michigan shore; high counts 
were 12 and 13 in early October and early November. 
Bonaparte’s Gulls at the Falls of the Ohio during 
November were the first fall record there (Harvey 
Lovell). The presence of the rare Least Tern near 
Indianapolis, Sept. 8 (Nolan), the third Indiana rec- 
ord in two years, suggests the possibility that the 
species may perhaps be nesting along Lake Michigan. 

Mourning Dove.—Conflicting reports from differ- 
ent localities on the status of the Mourning Dove 
continue, the preponderance pointing to at least local 
declines. A survey by Kentucky officials indicates a 
50-60% reduction there. Again this year young birds 
were found well after hunting seasons opened; the 
latest date was Oct. 26 when Van Camp saw young 
still in the nest in Ohio. 

Snowy Oul.—The season's first Snowy Owl ap- 
peared at Clayton. IIl., Nov. 14 (Musselman) ; sev- 
eral were seen near Chicago in early December. 

Perching Birds (general). —Almost the only points 
on which there is general agreement are that Red- 
breasted Nuthatches after a year’s absence were pres- 
ent throughout the entire region (appearing very early 
in several places, in the last 10 days of August) and 
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that the early warbler migration was unusually heavy. 

Most observers, who cannot detect the earliest 
movements because they are composed of species that 
are summer residents, will be interested in the reports 
of Trautman. Working regularly on a small Lake 
Erie island, he can follow the land-bird migration 
with something of the accuracy with which the inland 
observer follows waterfowl migration on a lake. Traut- 
man found the Yellow Warbler and Orchard Oriole 
migration beginning on July 10. At the height of the 
warbler movement (Sept. 8) he counted 1000 war- 
blers in 42 minutes leaving the island's south tip on 
the flight to the mainland. 

Chickadees.—An unusual event was the southward 
flight in November of the Black-capped Chickadee 
and its rare northern congener, the Brown-capped 
Chickadee. Again the measure of the influx of the 
Black-cap, which is resident in much of the region, 
comes from Trautman’s island and from the observa- 
tions of Harold Mayfield and associates at Toledo. 
Brown-caps first appeared near Toledo on Nov. 12 
(Mayfield, John Stophlet, Louis W. Campbell) ; were 
seen by Trautman and Frank Ligas on South Bass 
Island on Nov. 19, and reached the Indiana Dunes, 
apparently for that state’s first record, on Nov. 22 
(Grow). The latest stage of what seems a westward 
movement is Wilmette, Ill., in early December (Bald- 
win). 

Northern Finches.—An extremely interesting win- 
ter seems in store, with most northern finches except 
crossbills reported, some in numbers far above normal. 
Evening Grosbeaks arrived along the Region's north- 
ern border in mid-October, penetrated to central In- 
diana by late November, and gathered in flocks of as 
many as 250 in northwest Indiana. Small flocks of 
the much rarer Pine Grosbeak were reported after 
mid-November from many points along a line between 
Chicago and Cleveland. Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Camp- 
bell witnessed a great flight of Lapland Longspurs 
south of Chicago on Nov. 14. For over an hour al- 
most continuous flocks, flying just above the ground, 
flew southwest into a 25 m.p.h. wind—VAL NOLAN, 
Jr., 806 South Henderson, Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—Weather con- 
ditions for the period were unusually consistent 
throughout the Region. The excessive heat mentioned 
in the last re- 
port continued 
well into Sep- 
tember. The 
rains of that 
month brought 
temporary fe- 
lief from the 

















drought but 
produced only 
one reported 





instance of mi- 
grants accumulating in the coastal strip because of 
adverse flight conditions. This was a notable gather- 
ing of warblers and other small land birds observed 
by F. M. Weston at Pensacola, Fla., on Sept. 16—a 
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flight that included such local rarities as the Blue- 
winged Warbler, Baltimore Oriole, and Lark Sparrow. 
In early October, a vigorous cold front traversed the 
Gulf States, reaching the coast on the 7th and usher- 
ing in a brief chilly spell that lasted until the 12th. 
Among the several arrivals and departures of birds 
that took place during this interval, only A. J. Hoi- 
berg’s records of the Winter Wren and the Golden- 
crowned Kinglet on Oct. 9, near Johnsville, Ark., 
could be considered exceptional. 

The October front furnished but a mild foretaste 
of the major cold wave that was to roll over the 
length and breadth of the Region in the period from 
Oct. 31 to Nov. 4, bringing Memphis, Tenn., its 
earliest snow in 40 years and Pensacola its earliest 
freeze on record. The changes in birdlife accompany- 
ing this unseasonable weather were swift and dra- 
matic. In the quickened tempo of southward move- 
ment, birds that were well ahead of schedule piled 
into the Region along with overdue species that had 
been dawdling in the north during the warm weeks 
of late October, and early migrants that had been 
lingering overlong at our own latitudes suddenly dis- 
appeared. Three times as many arrivals and de- 
partures were reported on Nov. 4, which was a Sun- 
day, as on any other day this fall. The speed and 
breadth of the movement was illustrated by the simul- 
taneous detection of various water birds at different 
points on this date. Some examples were: the Com- 
mon Loon in the Shreveport area (1 shot by a hunter 
at Cross Lake, La.) and at Calion Lake, Ark. (AJH), 
both new localities for the species; the Horned Grebe 
at Pensacola (early—FMW ) and at Horseshoe Lake, 
near Hughes, Ark. (an unusual count of 16 by R. D. 
Smith) ; and the Redhead at Calion Lake (AJH) and 
Horseshoe Lake (an unusual concentration of 25— 
RDS). Similarly, on Nov. 3, the Black-bellied Plover 
appeared about 8 miles north of Shreveport (H. H. 
Jeter), furnishing the first record for north Louisiana, 
and at Wheeler reservoir, near Decatur, Ala. (D. C. 
Hulse), furnishing the latest fall migration record for 
the locality. 

The semi-annual state meeting of the Louisiana 
Ornithological Society, held at Cameron, La., Nov. 
23-25, and attended by 40 members, produced several 
records of note but revealed a marked decrease in 
variety in the birdlife of the southwestern part of the 
State. The observers were hard-pressed to find 100 
species in three days in an area where 142 different 
kinds of birds were seen during the Christmas Bird 
Count of 1950. 

Loons through Ibises—The Common Loon con- 
tinues to be recorded in northwestern Florida every 
summer, on the basis of birds presumed to be injured 
—a remarkable fact, whatever the reason, since such 
records have not been duplicated anywhere else in the 
Central Southern Region. As a result, the first fall 
migrants returning to Pensacola are difficult to dis- 
tinguish, and an individual that happened to be seen 
in protracted flight there on Oct. 14 (FMW) sup- 
plies one of the few available indications of the early 
arrival date. On Nov. 25, three more loons were lo- 
cated in the Shreveport area, this time at Caddo Lake 
(W. E. Glassell). Three Gannets at Pensacola on 


Nov. 22 (FMW) were the earliest, by one day, ever 
recorded on the Gulf of Mexico. With due deference 
to sampling difficulties, J. Lynch has submitted the 
following aerial transect estimates of the August heron 
population in 9000 square miles of Louisiana rice 
fields and marshland: Snowy Egrets and imm. Little 
Blues, 32,500; Am. Egrets, 20,700; Louisiana Her- 
ons, 18,900; adult Little Blues 4500; and Great Blues, 
3600. Samples of other species were considered in- 
adequate but rated the Black-crowned over the Yel- 
low-crowned Night Heron. Two wading birds added 
to the bird list of the Shreveport area this summer 
(HHJ) were the Louisiana Heron, 1 or 2 of which 
visited a Little Blue Heron roost at Curtis, La., from 
Aug. 26 to Sept. 1, and the White Ibis, 1 to 4 imma- 
tures of which frequented Wallace Lake from Aug. 25 
to Sept. 16. Two imm. Little Blues at Cross Lake, 
La., Nov. 23 (HHJ), are the only individuals of the 
species ever recorded in northwestern Louisiana be- 
yond mid-October. Other late lingering waders were 
a Least Bittern at Pensacola, Nov. 4 (FMW), and a 
Wood Ibis at Legion Lake, Miss., Nov. 15 (M. G. 
Vaiden). An imm. White-faced (7) Ibis at Wallace 
Lake, Sept. 15-16 (HHJ), is noteworthy, inasmuch 
as the species was unknown in the Shreveport area 
prior to the spring of 1951. 

Ducks and Geese.—Aerial transects in late August 
of the 9000 square miles of coastal marsh, prairie, and 
rice fields that constitute the normal range of the 
Mottled Duck indicated a total population of only 
about 19,000 birds, less than half that of the fall 
of 1950 (JL). The same dry weather that can be 
blamed for the rearing failures of this species im- 
proved conditions for wintering waterfowl by produc- 
ing an unusually heavy crop of wild millet and other 
duck foods, which was later flooded by September 
rain. Despite this fact and despite very favorable 
early migration weather, the first big influx of winter 
resident waterfowl was slow to materialize. The cool 
spell of early October brought in a flurry of transient 
ducks with a sprinkling of Canada and Blue Geese, 
our first definite reports of both the latter being from 
the White River Refuge, St. Charles, Ark., on Oct. 9 
and 11, respectively (L. McAdams and P. J. Van 
Huizen). But the main flight loitered behind until the 
November freeze. At the end of the period, estimates 
of the general abundance of waterfowl were still con- 
flicting, but all agreed that Snow and Blue Geese 
seem to be reduced in numbers, with immature birds 
apparently making up less than 10% of the flocks. 
In spite of the tardiness of the migration as a whole, 
individual early records were as numerous as ever: 
Pintail, near Decatur, Ala., boat harbor, Sept. 13 
(DCH); Shoveller, 5 at Legion Lake, Miss., Sept. 2 
(MGV); Canvas-back, 1 at False River, La., Oct. 28 
(R. B. Moore) and 12 at Cross Lake, Nov. 3 (HHJ), 
both dates in advance of the arrival of the species in 
Louisiana in previous years; Buffle-head, 1 at Pensa- 
cola, Nov. 11 (FMW), equaling the previous earliest 
date; Am. Golden-eye, 1 at Pensacola on Nov. 8 
(FMW) and 3 at Caddo Lake, La., Nov. 18, the 
first definite date for the Shreveport area (WEG). 
Also notable were a Baldpate-Pintail hybrid shot at 
Swan Creek, near Decatur, Ala., Nov. 23 (L. S. 
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Givens); a Cinnamon Teal, a few miles north of 
Creole, La., on Nov. 25 (L. O. S. members); a 
Greater Scaup at Caddo Lake on Nov. 10 (WEG) 
and another at Catahoula Lake on Nov. 4 (C. R. 
Shaw ), the first definite dates for this duck in north- 
ern Louisiana; a White-winged Scoter. in hunter's 
bag in St. Bernard Par., La., Nov. 3 (C. W. Bosch). 

Hawks.—The coastal migration of hawks at Pensa- 
cola was better than usual this year (FMW). A small 
flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks on Sept. 30 (21 
counted in 2 was notable for its direction, 
which was eastward. Subsequent hawk flights were 
westward, as in preceding years. Three-hour observa- 
tions on Oct. 8 and 10 produced a total count of 8 
species and 292 individuals, well over half of which 
were Red-shouldered Hawks. The Broad-winged Hawk 
was not included. This species had disappeared from 
the Pensacola area on Sept. 9, its normal departure 
date there. Yet far to the north, in western Tennessee, 
where flocks of Broad-wings are ordinarily very rare, 
the migration continued much later. Don Wolf 
counted 183 in a hawk flight of 5 species on Sept. 22, 
near Mason, Tenn., and over 850 in a flight of 4 
species on Sept. 27 at Millington, Tenn. A smaller 
flock, numbering 7 birds, was noted on Oct. 6 moving 
south over Memphis (J. J. O'Callaghan). 

A Swallow-tailed Kite watched for several min- 
utes at a distance of 100 yards on the Lakeview, Miss., 
levee, Aug. 17 (A. Ziegler), is the first ever to be 
recorded in the Memphis area. The migration of 
Mississippi Kites was apparently under way by Aug. 
18. That afternoon a flock of 15 was seen over River- 
side Park in Memphis (J. E. Jolly), and at about 
dusk a group of 16 was noted passing southeast over 
Levi School, 3 miles south-southeast of the park (O. 
Irwin). None was observed at Riverside Park there- 
after, but 8 days later, in the woods 1 mile southeast 
of Overton Park, an adult was still feeding young on 
the nest (W. Simpson). By Aug. 30, the kites had 
left this site also (Dr. Flaniken). On the Ouachita 
River below Camden, Ark., however, the species was 
observed until Sept. 30 (AJH). On Nov. 11, an adult 
Bald Eagle was seen flying over New Orleans (H. B. 
Chase). Audubon’s Caracara was noted from time to 
time this past fall in the western part of the Sabine 
National Wildlife Refuge, in southwestern Louisiana 
and was presumed to have bred there (V. L. Childs). 

Gallinules through Terns.—At City Park Lake, 
Baton Rouge, R. B. Moore saw a Purple Gallinule 
on Nov. 12 and Florida Gallinules on Aug. 26 and 
Sept. 3. These are the first definite records for those 
months in the Baton Rouge area, and they place the 
Florida Gallinule on the list of birds that have been 
observed in Louisiana in every month of the year. 
Moore registered another monthly first for the area 
by finding a Ringed Plover at Grand Lake on Sept. 1. 
The second fall record for the Am. Golden Plover in 
West Tennessee was secured on Sept. 9 at Milling- 
ton, Tenn. (B. B. Coffey), and another individual of 
this species was identified on Nov. 4 at Pensacola 
(FMW ), where it is also of very rare or accidental 
occurrence. The Upland Sandpiper has not heretofore 
been found in Louisiana after Aug. 25 but this year 
small flocks frequented a field at Wallace Lake near 
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Shreveport throughout the early part of September, 
and two individuals lingered until Sept. 23 (HHJ) 
Other noteworthy observations of shorebirds by the 
same observer, 8 miles north of Shreveport, were a 
Greater Yellow-legs on Nov. 22, a late inland record: 
a Knot on Sept. 1 and 8, the first for northern Louisi- 
ana and the earliest for the entire State; a Dowitcher 
on Sept. 22, the only record for the area in fall; a 
flock of 40 Buff-breasted Sandpipers on Aug. 25, the 
first record for northwestern Louisiana; and smaller 
flocks of Buff-breasted Sandpipers up until Sept. 8. 
Two Greater and 1 Lesser Yellow-legs, both heard 
and seen at Mud Lake, on the Miss.-Tenn. boundary, 
on Oct. 28 (BBC), were late for that locality. Am. 
Avocets appeared in the Region for the third succes- 
sive fall, and at 3 widely separated localities: New 
Orleans, Sept. 1 (Father Dorn and B. Myers): 
Wheeler Refuge, Ala., Nov. 1 (DCH and others): 
Pensacola, Oct. 29 (FMW )—the last being a new 
locality record. The Red Phalarope was detected in 
the Gulf 11 days earlier than ever before, on Oct. 13, 
when a flock of 10 was observed off Pensacola (C. C 
Gunter). Though the species has wintered in large 
numbers off the coast for the past 3 or 4 years, no 
others have been seen this year following this early 
report. Five Bonaparte’s Gulls were noted on Nov. 5 
at Pensacola (FMW), where they do not usually ar- 
rive until much later, and another was seen on Nov. 
11 on the Mississippi River at Memphis (BBC), 
where they are seldom observed at all. Four Cabot's 
Terns at Pensacola on Nov. 8 (FMW ) were the latest 
ever recorded there by two days. 

Goatiuckers through Flycatchers.—A Whip-poor- 
will collected on a sandbar a half mile west of Rose- 
dale on Oct. 25 (C. B. Black, Sr.) was the first 
known to Vaiden in the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta 
Common Nighthawks are not often noted in migra- 
tion in the Memphis area, but on Sept. 23 at 5:30 
P.M. flocks of 75 and 150 were counted over U. S. 
Highway 61 at the Tennessee-Mississippi line, flying 
southeast at 200 feet (RDS). On the late date of 
Oct. 11, another Common Nighthawk was seen feed- 
ing over Memphis (BBC). Both the Ruby-throated 
and Rufous Hummingbirds were present at Pensacola 
in November—the former on the Sth (FMW), the 
latter on the 26th and afterward (Mrs. M. McClana- 
han). One to 2 Western Kingbirds near Shreveport, 
Sept. 22-30 (HHJ) were the first to be recorded in 
that area, and another at Cameron, La., on Nov. 24 
(L. O. S. members) was over 3 weeks later than any 
previous State record. An Eastern Wood Pewee at 
Pensacola on Nov. 4 (FMW) was the latest ever 
recorded there by 2 days. Noteworthy for their re- 
spective localities were: a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher on 
Oct. 6 at Pensacola, the fourth occurrence there in 35 
years (M. C. Farrar, Mrs. J. F. Wernicke); a Yellow- 
bellied Flycatcher on Aug. 24 at Memphis, seen at a 
distance of 10 feet and heard to call for 20 minutes 
(Mrs. Coffey); and an Olive-sided Flycatcher on 
Sept. 8 near Shreveport, the first record for north 
Louisiana (HHJ). 

Swallows through Sparrows.—Reports that the Barn 
Swallow bred this summer at the Sabine Wildlife 
Refuge (VLC and refuge personnel) were substan- 
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tiated by an abandoned nest taken from a wooden 
beam beneath a bridge on the highway south of the 
Refuge headquarters and deposited in the L. S. U. 
Museum of Zoology. The question arises as to whether 
the birds concerned were of the pale-breasted island 
race, insularis, never before known to nest on the 
mainland proper, or of the familiar darker-breasted 
form, erythrogaster, never before known to nest in 
Louisiana. Inexplicably, the Rough-winged Swallow, 
which is a regular winter resident at False River, 20 
miles northwest of Baton Rouge, is virtually never 
found elsewhere in the Central Southern Region at 
that season. Records of this species at Pensacola on 
Nov. 1 (FMW) and near Shreveport on Nov. 3 
(HHJ), each involving 2 birds, can be characterized 
respectively as very late and later than ever before in 
these localities. 

Bell's Vireo, though added to Louisiana's list of 
breeding birds in 1950, has not previously been ob- 
served in the state after July 4. This year, at Dixie 
Gardens, the original nesting site, yeter noted 3 indi- 
viduals in song on Aug. 19 and one in song on Sept. 
8. A White-crowned Sparrow 3 miles southeast of St. 
Francisville, La., on Nov. 17 (F. J. Buchmann) fur- 
nished the first November, and second fall, record for 
the Baton Rouge area; and the species was unusually 
numerous at Cameron, La., on the following week 
end, when 15 were counted (L. O. S. members). 

Early arrivals of winter visitors outnumbered late 
departures approximately two to one. Notable in the 
first category at Shreveport (HHJ) were: Long-billed 
Marsh Wren on Sept. 15; Sprague’s Pipit on Oct. 14, 
and Nashville Warbler on Sept. 16, both two weeks 
prior to earliest previous Louisiana dates for the spe- 
cies; Purple Finch on Nov. 17, a week early for the 
State; and Harris's Sparrow on Nov. 17, the first 
November record for Louisiana. At Pensacola, a Her- 
mit Thrush on Oct. 19 (FMW) was the earliest ever 
recorded by one day; a Ruby-crowned Kinglet on 
Sept. 24 (Miss L. E. Pate) was over three weeks in 
advance of the second bird of the season; and a Palm 
Warbler (Western) on Sept. 9 (FMW) was 9 days 
earlier than ever before. A Veery at Baines, La., Sept. 
11 (J. H. Bruns) was 3 days ahead of the earliest 
previous Louisiana date. Among the late records, a 
Lark Sparrow (RBM) at Baton Rouge on Oct. 14 is 
the first seen there in that month, and a male Sum- 
mer Tanager (GHL) at the same place on Nov. 18 
is the first State record beyond Oct. 29. Two Indigo 
Buntings at Pensacola (FMW) on Nov. 7 are very 
late for that area, although single individuals and 
even small flocks have been known to winter both in 
southern Mississippi and in southern Louisiana. 

Two species that seem to be gradually extending 
their seasonal ranges into the Pensacola area are the 
Lark Sparrow and the Dickcissel. The Lark Sparrow 
was unknown to Weston in the first 30 years of his 
residence there. In the past five years, it has been 
noted several times in the fall and once in spring in 
areas that had been worked regularly. This year it 
was seen on four separate dates between Sept. 2 and 
Nov. 5, the last being 26 days later than ever before. 
Also in the Pensacola area the Dickcissel was a real 
rarity (and still is on the coast itself) until several 


years after Mrs. Whigham started feeding birds on a 
large scale at Century, Fla. In the past 10 or 12 years, 
she has had one or more Dickcissels at the feed 
shelves as migrants almost every year and as winter 
residents for the majority of those years. This season, 
again, two individuals seem to have settled down for 
the winter—GEorGE H. Lowery. Jr., and ROBERT 
J. NEWMAN, Maseum of Zoology. Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge. La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
fall of 1951 was wet and cold with the freeze-up 
occurring about the last of October. Wet weather 

















delayed harvesting operations in the Prairie Provinces 
with the result that much of the grain remained un- 
harvested at the end of the period. 

Pelicans, Herons and Ibises.—The departure date 
of the White Pelican colony from Bowdoin Refuge. 
Malta, Mont., was Sept. 20. However, there were 
more lingering birds than in 1950, probably because 
of the larger number of crippled, deformed and late- 
hatched birds that never gained flight (Leon Snyder). 
One Am. Egret was present during the summer on 
Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, $. Dak. (Harvey Nel- 
son). One White-faced Ibis was observed on 3 occa- 
sions during late July and again in August on Bow- 
doin Refuge, Malta, Mont. (Watson Beed, Clifford 
Wolf, Leon Snyder). It was believed to be the first 
record for this part of Montana. 

Waterfowl.—The waterfowl migration in the Prai- 
rie Provinces was earlier than usual due to a succes- 
sion of cold waves accompanied by snow in late Sep- 
tember, mid- and late October causing an early freeze- 
up. However, some Mallards remained to feed on the 
unharvested grain. Over a large part of North Dakota 
and eastern Montana there were no sudden increases 
or large concentrations of waterfowl. The migration 
through Medicine Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, 
Mont., was so light as to be almost negligible (Elmo 
G. Adams). Kenneth Krumm, LaCreek Refuge, Mar- 
tin, S. Dak., wrote that the duck flight was charac- 
terized by a leisurely drifting through the countryside 
without spectacular waves except possibly around 
Nov. 1. On Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S$. Dak., 
54,000 Snow and Blue Geese were recorded on Oct. 
24. This set a new fall record for Snow and Blue 
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Geese and more than tripled the peak of 17,000 birds 
in the fall of 1950. The marked increase in Snows 
and Blues on Sand Lake was off-set by the drop in 
Canadas, largely Richardson's, from a peak of 42,000 
in 1950 to 20,000 in 1951 (Harvey Nelson). There 
was a major decrease in the migratory goose popula- 
tion on Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. (Don 
Gray); fewer were seen near Cando, N. Dak. (Dr. 
Kenneth Fritzell) ; a big drop in Canadas and an in- 
crease in Snow and Blue Geese was noted at Arrow- 
wood Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. (Nelius Nelson). 
One European Widgeon was seen on Des Lacs Ref- 
uge, Kenmare, N. Dak., in late September (Ann & 
Robert Gammell). Eight hundred Buffle-heads were 
recorded on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., on Oct. 
27. These birds showed up in hunters’ bags more 
frequently than in the past (LS). 

Hawks.—Of interest was the number of eagles 
seen near Edmonton, Alta. Seven Golden Eagles in 
company were recorded at Cooking Lake, west of 
Edmonton on Sept. 30. Bald Eagles were also seen 
on various occasions (Robert Lister). Five Bald Eagles 
were seen south of St. Mary's bridge on Upper Souris 
Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., in mid-October (Fred 
Cunningham). Pigeon and Sparrow Hawks, particu- 
larly the latter, showed a sharp increase near Botha, 
Alta., in mid-August (R. Stiller). There was a good 
migration of Sparrow Hawks near Regina, Sask., the 
last week in August and the first week in September 
(Doug Gilroy ). 

Cranes.—The migration of Sandhill Cranes was 
unusually protracted. In the Botha, Alta., area they 
first appeared on Sept. 1 and were last seen on Oct. 6 
(RS). Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., re- 
ported the first date as Aug. 16 and the last date, 
Oct. 6 (Merrill Hammond). Theodore Roosevelt Na- 
tional Memorial Park had a rather spectacular move- 
ment the second and third weeks of October (Allyn 
F. Hanks). An estimated 12,000 were recorded during 
the period at Fort Peck Game Refuge, Fort Peck, 
Mont., where they were first seen Oct. 8 (Clifford 
Wolf). Fifteen hundred were counted over Des Lacs 
Refuge, Kenmare. N. Dak., on Oct. 16 (Howard 
Huenecke ). 

Coots.—Most of the national wildlife refuges re- 
ported large concentrations of Am. Coots. The popu- 
lation at Long Lake Refuge, Mofht, N. Dak., was 
twice that of 1950 (Homer Bradley). Des Lacs Ref- 
uge had a concentration of 10,000 on Sept. 1 (HH). 

Shorebirds.—Returning shorebirds were first noted 
near Irricana, Alta., on July 5 when flocks of both 
Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs, Dowitchers, Baird's 
Sandpipers and several Solitary Sandpipers were seen 
(RL). The main flight of shorebirds on LaCreek 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., occurred between mid-July 
and mid-August, but no Wilson’s Phalaropes were 
seen (KK). An Am. Woodcock was observed on a 
road northwest of Souris, N. Dak., Sept. 21 (Wesley 
Newcomb). An impressive movement of Long-billed 
Curlew occurred at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., 
on Aug. 6 when 1000 birds were seen (LS). The 
peak concentration of Dowitchers on Long Lake Ref- 
uge, Moffit, N. Dak., consisted of 500 birds on Sept. 
18 (HB) 
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Oulys.—Snowy Owls appeared much earlier than 
usual and were recorded over most of the Region. 
The earliest record was at Bowdoin Refuge in Mon- 
tana on Sept. 17 and the largest number of birds 
recorded was at Sand Lake Refuge in South Dakota 
where 12 were seen during a census on Nov. 28. 
There were fewer reports of Hawk Owls from Edmon- 
ton, Alta., than in 1950, but 3 birds were seen near 
there on Oct. 23 (RL). 

Kingfishers —The Belted Kingtsher which is usu- 
ally an uncommon migrant in the Yorkton, Sask., area 
was seen on Sept. 23, and several were reported. Ten 
were recorded on a 2-mile canve trip along the shores 
of York Lake, 4 miles south of Yorkton on Oct. 7 
(Dr. C. Stuart Houston). One was also noted near 
Sheho, Sask., the first in many years (William 
Niven). 

Wood peckers.—Yellow-shafted and Red-shafted 
Flickers were present in some numbers on LaCreek 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., from Sept. 5 to Oct. 1, and 
a few were still present at the end of the period. Of 
interest was the predominance of the Yellow-shafted 
over the Red-shafted in contrast to former observations 
when the Red-shafted had been the more abundant of 
the two. LaCreek is along the border of the ranges 
for the two species (KK). 

Nuthatches.—Of special interest were the unusual 
numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches reported ‘moving 
through most of the region during September, Octo- 
ber and well into November. The earliest dates were: 
several on Aug. 25 at Fargo, N. Dak. (O. A. Stev- 
ens); 5 on Aug. 23 at Kenmare, N. Dak. (RG). 

Cathirds through Waxwings.—Catbirds were scarce 
in Fargo, N. Dak. (OS); Kenmare, N. Dak. (AG): 
and few were recorded in Wilton, N. Dak. (Hannah 
Gray). Neither Eastern nor Mountain Bluebirds were 
seen on LaCreck Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., this fall 
(KK). Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen in areas 
where they are usually scarce or absent. A dead one, 
found on Oct. 9 in Yorkton, Sask., was the first rec- 
ord from this area (SH). One was observed in Ken- 
mare on Oct. 21 (RG). Five were banded on Oct. 10 
at Wilton, N. Dak. (HG). Bohemian Waxwings in 
flocks numbering up to 100 appeared at Theodore 
Roosevelt National Memorial Park the last 2 weeks 
in November (AH). There was no movement of 
Cedar Waxwings in Fargo, N. Dak. (OS) or in Ken- 
mare. 

Warblers—The Myrtle Warbler was the only spe- 
cies present in any numbers near Botha, Alta., where 
seen the third week in September (RS). This was also 
the only warbler recorded on LaCreek Refuge, Mar- 
tin, S. Dak. It was quite scarce at Fargo, N. Dak., 
and there were fewer at Wilton and Kenmare, N. 
Dak. 

Finches and Sparrows.—One Cardinal was seen in 
Fargo, N. Dak., on Nov. 10. An immature male In- 
digo Bunting was banded at Fargo, Oct. 4 (OS). 
Evening Grosbeaks appeared at Sheho, Sask., on Oct. 
3 and 20 were recorded there on Oct. 26. The first 
date for Pine Grosbeaks in Sheho was Oct. 27 (WN). 
Pine Siskins were present in Yorkton, Sask., the first 
3 weeks in July (SH), and large numbers were re- 
corded near Regina, Sask., on Oct. 5 (DG). Juncos 
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showing mixed plumages were abundant on LaCreek 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., in October (KK).—ROBERT 
T. GAMMELL, and ANN M. GAMMELL, Kenmare, 
N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
season was very dry in Colorado and in central and 
west-central Texas but rainfall was moderate over 
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were also scarce in 
this locality (Galley). Temperatures averaged above 
normal in August, September and much of October 
but several severe storms swept over the Plains about 
Nov. 1 and late autumn temperatures were somewhat 
below normal. A terrific hail storm covering about 
150 square miles in southwestern Oklahoma occurred 
about Oct. 5 and resulted in a heavy toll of birdlife. 
For example, in one shelterbelt near Reed, Okla., 7 
Swainson’s Hawks were found dead and one with a 
broken wing and one eye knocked out by hail was put 
out of its misery. Songbirds and even Bob-white and 
Mourning Doves were beaten into the ground to such 
au extent that it was difficult to identify the species 
(Lovett). The fall migration was somewhat delayed 
for many of the winter sparrows but the shorebird 
flight in the eastern and central portions of the region 
was one of the earliest and heaviest on record. 

Grebes through Ibises—The Western Grebe was 
observed at Topeka, Kans. (Carson), Tulsa, Okla. 
(Tulsa Aud. Soc.) and for the first time at Altus, 
Okla. (Brummett). This grebe is seldom seen on 
the Plains. A White Ibis that spent several days on 
the mud flats of Lake Texoma near Madill, Okla., 
was a new species for the Oklahoma list (G. M. 
Sutton). 

Waterfoul—The flight of geese and ducks was 
normal to heavy except in the drought-ridden portions 
of the Region. Near Lincoln, Nebr., a very pronounced 
movement was noted between Oct. 14 and 20 (Moos). 
Between Grand Island and Aurora, Nebr., the flight 
of geese was reported to have been the largest since 
1924 (Moos). At Stillwater, Okla., a heavy duck 
flight was observed near the end of this period (Baum- 
gartner). The Canada Goose population on the Salt 
Plains Refuge was somewhat higher than last year 
(Van den Akker). White-fronted Geese were seen for 
the second fall record at Fort Worth (McCart and 


Wilson). An Am. Scoter was seen at Tulsa on Nov. 
3. This is the first Oklahoma record of this species 
(Mr. and Mrs. O. W. Letson). 

Hawks.—The hawk flight was generally unevent- 
ful. Most species moved southward late but large con- 
centrations were seldom seen. Black Vultures contin- 
ued to be very scarce at Dallas where only one record 
was made (W. Miller), and also at Fort Worth where 
this species was seen only on two occasions (Wilson). 
Unusual distribution records included: the first Fer- 
ruginous Rough-leg recorded at Fort Worth on Oct. 
27 (McCart and Wilson) ; the first Bald Eagle record 
in the same locality (McCart and Wilson); and the 
first fall record of the Prairie Falcon at Fort Worth, 
Oct. 25 (Wilson). The latter species was seen at three 
locations in Oklahoma; the Peregrine Falcon was seen 
at Commerce (O'Neil) and at Dallas (Christian and 
Winford). Both of these large falcons are rare in the 
eastern and central portions of the Region. 

Quail and Pheasants—The Bob-white reached a 
long time peak in abundance in the eastern and central 
portions of the Region according to most observers. 
Coveys were small at Midland, probably reflecting a 
poor nesting season caused by the continued drought 
(Galley). The Ring-necked Pheasant population was 
unusually large in parts of Nebraska (W. W. Ray) 
and in the Panhandle of Oklahoma (Okla. Game and 
Fish Dept.) ; some decrease was noted in northeastern 
Colorado (Beidleman). 

Cranes and Rails.—The Sandhill Crane migration 
was poor at Alva, Okla. (Nighswonger). A Virginia 
Rail seen at Fort Worth on Aug. 15 and 17 was a 
new species for Tarrant County (McCart and Wil- 
son). The King and Sora Rails were seen at Com- 
merce where both species are rare (O'Neil). 

Plovers.—The flight of plovers was spectacular in 
many localities. The Snowy Plover was seen at Okla- 
homa City, east of its normal range (Griffing, Mar- 
tins). Both the Am. Golden and Black-bellied Plovers 
were found in several localities in Kansas and Okla- 
homa. 

Sand pipers.—The heavy sandpiper flight produced 
a number of unusual distributional records: The Red- 
backed Sandpiper was seen on Oct. 21 at Fort 
Worth (McCart and Wilson) and on Nov. 9 at Dal- 
las (Winford), two new locality records; the Sander- 
ling was noted at Topeka (Carson), Oklahoma City 
(Griffing) and at Dallas (Christian and Winford). 
Eight Buff-breasted Sandpipers seen on Sept. 7 at 
Fort Worth provided a new locality record (Wilson) 
and this rare species was also seen at Topeka (Car- 
son); the Am. Avocet was seen for the first time in 
fall at Fort Worth (Wilson). 

Gulls and Terns.—A Black-legged Kittiwake at 
Lake Shawnee near Topeka, Kans., on Oct. 10 was a 
new locality record (Carson). Franklin’s Gull was 
reported in spectacular numbers throughout the Plains. 
Unquestionably the species has increased markedly 
during the last five years. 

Mourning Dove.—The Mourning Dove seemed less 
common in parts of northeastern Colorado (Beidle- 
man) but showed a 10% increase near Colorado 
Springs (Wagner). Throughout Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and Texas, numbers were apparently average. 
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Road-runners and Goatsuckers—The Road-runner 
was still scarce in central Oklahoma (Baumgartner), 
at Dallas (Winford), and at Fort Worth (McCart 
and Wilson). Both the Chuck-will’s-widow and the 
Whip-poor-will were seen for the first time in fall at 
Fort Worth (Wilson). A Poor-will was found near 
Denver on Oct. 13, apparently somewhat numbed by 
cold (Ruth Wheeler). This species is rare in that 
locality. 

Wood pecker Flycatchers, Swallou's.—W oodpeck- 
ers were seen in usual numbers in most localities. A 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Red-naped) was seen near 
Fort Collins, Colo. (Beidleman). This species is a 
straggler on the Plains. Lewis's Woodpecker was un- 
usually common in the same locality. A Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher at Longmont, Colo., on Oct. 9 was a new 
species for Boulder County (Collister). A Vermilion 
Flycatcher was seen at Fort Worth on Sept. 13 and 
again on Oct. 9 (Wilson). These are the first fall 
records and the second and third records in that lo- 
cality. Tree Swallows were seen for the first time in 
fall at Fort Worth (Hoskins, McCart and Wilson). 
Ten Bank Swallows were seen at Mangum on Oct. 7 
a late date (Lovett). An estimated 1000 Barn Swal- 
lows were seen on Oct. 10 at Fort Worth where this 
species is generally uncommon (Hoskins, McCart, and 
Wilson). Purple Martins were seen at Tulsa on Sept. 
23, a very late date (Tulsa Aud. Soc.). 

Jays. Wrens, Mimics —The Scrub Jay (Wood- 
house's) was unusually common at Fort Collins and 
at Lyons, Colo. Blue Jays and Steller’s Jays (Long- 
crested) were not found in these areas where they 
were seen in some numbers last year (Beidleman). 
The Bewick’s Wren was seen at Dallas (England, 
Winford) and the Cafion Wren was recorded on sev- 
eral dates at Altus (Brummett). These Wrens are 
both rare in their respective localities. The Catbird 
was observed at Fort Worth on three dates; there 
were only two previous fall records (Wilson). 

Thrushes. Kinglets—Large flocks of winter Am 
Robins reached Stillwater (Baumgartner), Okmulgee 
(Greaves) and Okemah (Hutchison) about the end 
of the fall period, a month to six weeks earlier than 
usual. Robins and other thrushes were scarce at Com- 
merce (O'Neil) and Fort Worth (McCart and Wil- 
son). The Eastern Bluebird failed to nest at Brule 
last summer and was not seen there during the fall 
period (Benckeser). This species was seen in very 
limited numbers at Denton, Tex. (Rylander). The 
Mountain Bluebird was first recorded at Dallas on 
Nov. 4, a very early record (Winford). Both the 
Golden- and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were found in 
unusually large numbers in several localities. The 
Golden-crowned Kinglet was a new species record at 
Brule (Benckeser). 

Vireos and W arblers.—The Solitary Vireo was seen 
at Oklahoma City west of its normal migration path 
(West). Bell’s Vireo was seen at Fort Worth on 
Oct. 23, a month later than any previous record (Wil- 
son). The warbler flight was erratic. This is typical 
on the Plains. At Commerce the number of individuals 
seen was larger than usual and several species were 
seen in late September and early October, several 
weeks later than usual (O'Neil). At Fort Worth, in 
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sharp contrast, the migration was very poor (McCart 
and Wilson). Audubon’s Warbler was unusually 
plentiful at Fort Collins (Beidleman) and at Mid- 
land (Galley). Townsend's Warbler was seen at 
Rocky Mountain National Park and at Waverly, Colo. 
(Beidleman). This species is a straggler in most of 
northeastern Colorado. The Tennessee Warbler and 
the Black-throated Green Warbler were seen for the 
first time in the fall at Brule (Benckeser). The Am. 
Redstart was seen for the second fall records at Fort 
Worth on Sept. 11, 13, and 17 (Wilson); at Denton 
this species was first noted on Aug. 10, three weeks 
earlier than usual (Rylander). 

Blackbirds and Orioles —The Bobolink, which had 
not been recorded before in the fall, was seen on 
three dates at Fort Worth (McCart and Wilson). The 
Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen for the second fall 
record at Fort Worth (Bowman). Late dates for the 
Baltimore Oriole were Nov. 23 at Ponca City, Okla. 
(Creager), and Sept. 23 at Tulsa (Tulsa Aud. Soc.). 
Brewer's Blackbird was seen on three dates at Still- 
water where this species is very rare (Baumgartner). 

Finches and Sparrows.—The migration of this 
group was very erratic, some species arriving early in 
certain localities and remaining late at others. The 
Indigo Bunting was last recorded at Stillwater on 
Sept. 30 (Baumgartner); one was seen on the same 
date at Commerce. These are late dates. The Painted 
Bunting was also late in leaving the Commerce region 
(O'Neil). The Lark Bunting came early to Midland 
but most of the flocks left in early November, possibly 
due to the extremely dry conditions. Last year they 
wintered in large numbers (Galley). Leconte’s Spar- 
row was seen for the first time in the fall at Brule 
(Benckeser). The Clay-colored Sparrow reached Fort 
Worth on Sept. 24, six weeks earlier than any pre- 
vious fall date (Wilson). Harris's Sparrows were 
seen in two localities where this species is seldom 
found: one at Wray, Colo. (Beidleman), and one 
caught in a banding trap at Longmont, Colo. (Col- 
lister). Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrow was seen 
for the first time at Fort Worth (McCart and Wil- 
son).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma A. & M. 
College. Stillwate r, Obla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—Fall weather in the 
Gulf Coast area was characterized by the normal suc- 
cession of cool fronts or “northers” passing through 
the area at irregular 
but approximately 
semi-monthly _ inter- 
vals. The first sig- 
nificant norther ar- 
rived on Oct. 8, 
bringing a low of 
53°. Another later 
in the month drop- 
ciel tel ped the temperature 

Ba f in to 35 Succeeding 
cold fronts passed 

through on Nov. 3, bringing a low of 33°, on Nov. 
18 with a low of 30°, and another bringing a low of 
32° on Dec. 10. The early fall migration was normal 
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and apparently not much affected by the weather. The 
low of 33° on Nov. 3 was considered severe for that 
early in the season and it did bring in a large influx 
of birds both in variety and in numbers of individuals. 
Rarities in connection with this flight were an adult 
male Western Tanager in Houston on Nov. 5, seen 
by Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Hamilton, and 2 birds, ap- 
parently immature male Rufous Hummingbirds, first 
observed in the Hamilton’s garden on Nov. 8. These 


’ birds were subsequently seen by several observers and 


at least one of them was still present on Dec. 9. The 
norther of Dec. 7 to 10 brought heavy flights of ducks 
and a significant increase in the average hunter's bag. 
The drought of the summer continued throughout the 
fall, except in the Lower Rio Grande Valley area. 
However, no. significant conclusions regarding the 
effect of this factor on the migration can be drawn. 
The tropical hurricane which passed westward across 
the Gulf of Mexico from Jamaica to the east coast of 
Mexico during the third week in August was prob- 
ably responsible for the presence of a Gray Kingbird, 
a common West Indian bird, at Rockport on Aug. 31 
and perhaps for the occurrence of a becard at Galves- 
ton on Sept. 23. Both birds were found by George G. 
Williams who describes the former as “gray above, 
white below, which would immediately distinguish it 
from any other kingbird one would expect to find in 
this vicinity. The bird's tail was notched and it had 
a huge black bill which gave it a bull-headed appear- 
ance.’ This is evidently the first Texas record of this 
bird. The becard is described as follows, “Immature 
or female, glossy brownish-black on back, underneath 
about the color of coffee mixed with cream; the tail 
was notched and it had a large black bill. It was ob- 
served for about 5 minutes as it sat on a wire fence 
about twenty feet from the road, then it flew away.” 
The bird answers the description of the Jamaican 
Becard, although Central American races of the Rose- 
throated Becard are rather similar. 

Loons through Spoonbills—Common Loons arrived 
in numbers at Cove on Nov. 4 (A. K. McKay). On 
Dec. 9, Mr. McKay saw a Red-throated Loon in 
company with a Common Loon. This was Mr. Mc- 
Kay's first record of the Red-throated Loon in 17 
years of observation in the Cove area. Horned Grebes 
also arrived at Cove on Nov. 4 (AKM), but did not 
reach Rockport until Nov. 20, on which date Eared 
Grebes also arrived, becoming numerous thereafter 
(Mrs. Jack Hagar). It, therefore, appears that there 
was no significant movement of these two species of 
grebes between the two cold fronts of Nov. 3 and 
Nov. 18. No Horned Grebes were recorded as far 
south as the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Eared Grebes 
arrived in the Valley on Nov. 23 and are more in 
evidence than at any time in the last 4 years. Migrant 
Pied-billed Grebes arrived at Cove on Sept. 9, later 
than usual, and were found to be unusually common 
all fall at Galveston (George G. Williams). White 
Pelicans arrived on Aug. 1, not reaching a peak of 
1500 at Cove until Nov. 17. A flock of 2000 was 
observed at Port Isabel (GGW). Flocks of Water- 
turkeys passed through Cove on Sept. 16 and 19 and 
Nov. 11 with none having been seen since. Eighty 
were counted as they circled over the Santa Ana Ref- 


uge on Sept. 19; about 25 remained on the area. 
Wood Ibis seemed more numerous than usual, re- 
maining in the Cove to Rockport area from July 28 
to Sept. 16 (C. W. Hamilton), and in the Valley 
from June 25 to Oct. 26. A migrating flock of about 
200 was seen over Donna on Sept. 7 and another of 
38 birds over Houston on Sept. 24 (GGW). White 
Ibis, previous to this year almost unknown on Gal- 
veston Island, were fairly common, remaining there 
in some numbers at least until Nov. 24. A few White 
Ibis were still in evidence in the Valley on Dec. 20. 
Reddish Egrets remained in the Cove area until Nov. 
4. They are the most common egret in the lower La- 
guna Madre during December. Roseate Spoonbills 
were seen at Rockport on Oct. 31 (CWH), and Dec. 
3 and 4 (Mrs. Hagar), and were last seen in the 
Trinity Bay area on Nov. 25 by State Game Warden 
S. L. Griffity. From 8 to 120 Roseate Spoonbills were 
observed daily on Laguna Atascosa and along the 
southwest shore of Laguna Madre from Sept. 3 to 
Nov. 9. 

Geese.—Less common than usual. In the Rockport 
area it was reported that farmers plowed up fields 
previously used by geese as feeding areas, that less 
feed was thus available, and that many geese were 
found sick or dead near waterholes (Mrs. Hagar). 
Arrival dates were about normal. The four species 
common to this area (the Canada, White-fronted, 
Snow, and Blue Geese) all arrived in the coastal area 
within the period Oct. 5 to 24th. 

Ducks.—In contrast to the geese, the ducks were 
universally reported as more abundant than usual. 
The hunter's bag probably did not reflect this, how- 
ever, because drought conditions of summer and fall 
reduced the number of small shooting ponds, with the 
result that the birds took to larger bodies of open 
water to a greater extent than normal. Apparently, 
with the exception of Canvas-backs, all species were 
above average in numbers. Black-bellied Tree-ducks 
had a long stay on the Santa Ana Refuge. They ar- 
rived on May 8 and did not leave until Dec. 12. In 
the north part of the South Texas Region, Mallards 
arrived on Oct. 28, and were observed migrating by 
the thousands along the shore of Trinity Bay, Nov. 3 
and 4, and Nov. 8 to 10 (AKM). Mallards arrived 
on Nov. 4, at the south end, where it is one of the 
least numerous of our ducks. Gadwalls were first 
observed on Oct. 4 on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge, 
reaching a peak, Nov. 15. Am. Widgeon, noted the 
first week in September, were most numerous between 
Nov. 12 and 15; The total count normally drops in 
December as many of this species move south into 
Mexico. Pintails began arriving at the south end of 
their Texas wintering grounds on Sept. 1, but do not 
reach a peak until December. Estimates of over 513,- 
000 Pintails were made in the Laguna Madre area. 
The cold front of Nov. 3 was apparently responsible 
for the first arrival in coastal Texas of the following 
diving species, first reported either Nov. 3 or 4: Red- 
head, Canvas-back, Lesser Scaup, Ring-necked Duck, 
Am. Golden-eye, Buffle-head, Hooded Merganser 
(Nov. 3, earliest by 3 days), and Red-breasted Mer- 
ganser. Am. Golden-eyes were not reported as being 
seen in the south end and only 4 Hooded Mergansers 
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were observed. This is a good year for Redheads on 
their wintering grounds in the Laguna Madre from 
Lavaca Bay to the Rio Grande River. Estimates of 
concentrations totaling over 520,000 have been made. 
Lesser Scaup were more abundant in the Laguna 
Madre than for several years. On Dec. 9, Mr. McKay 
found a Greater Scaup and a White-winged Scoter 
dead as a result of floating oil. About 40 other ducks 
of various species were observed to be unable to fly 
as a result of the oil. 

Hawks.—The first Sparrow Hawk was seen in 
Houston on Aug. 27 (GGW), and a peak of 36 was 
seen at Cove on Sept. 16. Broad-winged Hawks passed 
through Houston in small numbers on Sept. 15 
(GGW ), and were migrating in the Cove area the 
next day (AKM). The peak of a moderate Red-tailed 
Hawk migration was Sept. 17. Swainson’s Hawks were 
reported in small numbers. No migrating flocks were 
observed. On Sept. 2, George G. Williams saw a 
Mexican Black Hawk 14 miles southeast of San 
Benito. A Pigeon Hawk was observed on the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge on Nov. 7, and is wintering there. 

Cranes through Shorebirds—Sandhill Cranes 
reached the Valley on Oct. 8, which is the same 
date they were observed in 1949, but 6 days earlier 
than last year. A Virginia Rail was observed on Sept. 
7 near Port Isabel (GGW). Coots were more abun- 
dant than they were last year. The Boca Chica Flats 
east of Brownsville had an estimated 17,000 on Oct. 
17, while 8650 were estimated on Laguna Atascosa 
on the same day. At Rockport, Buff-breasted Sand- 
pipers were seen in some numbers on Sept. 16, and a 
flock of 300 Long-billed Curlews, a rather large group 
for this area, was observed, Oct. 31 (CWH). Marbled 
Godwits were seen in the Galveston and Rockport 
areas from Sept. 8 to Oct. 31 in flocks up to 80, more 
being seen this year than ever before (GGW and 
CWH). This latter was true at the south end of the 
Region also, with wintering flocks being present along 
the lower Laguna Madre from Sept. 3 through Dec. 
20. On Sept. 5, 400 Wilson’s Phalaropes were ob- 
served in the Valley near Olmito (GGW). Am. 
Woodcock were observed in the Rockport area on 
Nov. 11. Wilson's Snipe were first seen on Oct. 26, 
at the south end of the Region. There was a large 
increase of snipe at Rockport on Dec. 10 (Mrs. 
Hagar). Mountain Plover were moving through the 
Rockport area on Dec. 1, 2, and 3. 

Gulls and Terns.—Franklin’s Gulls were seen by 
all observers, the earliest being a flock of several 
thousand passing over Rockport on Oct. 20. About 
20,000 went over El Campo on Oct. 30, and 50,000 
over Rockport on Nov. 1. Flocks passing over Hous- 
ton consisted of from 20 to 25 birds. The last report 
from the upper area was from Cove on Nov. 27. In 
the lower or south area Franklin's Gulls were first 
observed flying over the Atascosa Refuge on Oct. 25, 
when 400 were counted. The last noted were 20 birds 
on Nov. 25. Black Terns passed through Cove from 
June 21 to Sept. 23. Cabot’s Terns showed up at Cove 
on Sept. 30, and stayed until Nov. 4, the latest ever 
by 7 days. These birds no doubt were post-breeding 
wanderers from farther south, rather than migrants. 

Doves, Anis, WW’ ood peckers.—Inca Doves were 
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found nesting at Rockport, Dec. 8 (Mrs. Hagar). 
Ground Doves were more common than ever before 
in the Cove area last fall; however, none were seen 
this fall. White-winged Doves had nearly disappeared 
from the Lower Rio Grande Valley by the end of 
October. However, several scattered flocks were ob- 
served up until the first week in December. These 
unusual late flocks may have been birds that had 
been reported nesting in the new localities farther 
north (Terry Gill). Two Groove-billed Anis re- 
mained as stragglers and were observed by Mr. C. E. 
Hudson on Dec. 15 at San Benito. Yellow-shafted 
Flickers arrived at Cove on Sept. 30, and in Houston 
on Oct. 7. The flicker is normally a rare bird in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley, however, this year one 
Yellow-shafted Flicker was observed on Oct. 23, 2 
on Nov. 19, and 1 on Dec. 8 (LCG). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—In the wake of an early 
autumn tropical hurricane a Gray Kingbird and a 
becard were seen on the Texas coast, as described in 
the introduction. Eastern Kingbirds, migrating in fam- 
ily groups, passed through during most of August 
and September. Approximately 1050 of these birds 
were observed passing through Cove on Sept. 2 (Mc- 
Kay). Eastern Kingbirds were numerous and very 
common in migration this September in the Valley. 
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were migrating the length 
of the coast from Houston to Brownsville on Sept. 1. 
The peak was apparently reached at Galveston on 
Sept. 23 at which time a count of 110 was made by 
Williams. An interesting fact was that there were 
about 4 or 5 immature birds to every adult. Late 
stragglers were seen at Port Lavaca on Nov. 4. A 
peak in migration was reached on Oct. 28 on the 
Laguna Atascosa Refuge. A late Crested Flycatcher 
arrived from the north and was seen in the Hamil- 
ton’s garden on Nov. 5. Yellow-bellied Flycatchers 
were seen in the Houston area from Aug. 16 to Sept. 
30, being most common about Aug. 19 (AKM and 
GGW ). A single Rough-winged Swallow was present 
at Cove from Nov. 11 to 25. 

Crows through Thrushes.—The Fish Crow was 
seen at the Little Thicket Nature Sanctuary near Ever- 
green by Mr. J. M. Heiser, along the San Jacinto 
River by Dr. Norman Mellor, and in the vicinity of 
Cove by Mr. McKay. The latter reports seeing flocks 
for the first time at Cove; a flock of 75 and one of 
30 were seen on Oct. 25, being more than the total 
of his combined previous records. This bird seems to 
be pushing westward. It has been reported in past 
years on the east side of Galveston Bay but has now 
rounded the north end of the Bay, and is also ascend- 
ing the tributaries of the Trinity and San Jacinto 
Rivers. An extremely heavy flight of Short-billed 
Marsh Wrens settled in the Cove area on Nov. 3, 
evidently pushed south by the cold front moving 
through at the time. Mr. McKay reported actually 
seeing about 50 of the birds without any effort on 
his part, and he heard many hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands everywhere in the grassy areas around Cove. 
The last 2 Wood Thrushes were found at Cove on 
Oct. 7, 2 at San Benito, Oct. 19, and one at Laguna 
Atascosa, Dec. 5. 

Warblers —Outside of several species being some- 
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what late in arriving at the south end of the Region, 
the warbler migration was rather uneventful. The 
bulk of the migration was in September and October, 
too early to be much influenced by any weather effects 
this year. An unusually late Yellow Warbler was seen 
at Cove on Nov. 10. Last date for Yellow Warblers 
in the Valley was Sept. 26. Other arrival dates for 
warblers observed in the Valley include the Mourning 
Warbler, Sept. 8; Black and White Warbler, Sept. 
14 (late); Yellow Warbler, Sept. 3 (late) ; Hooded 
and Nashville Warblers, Sept. 20; and the Black- 
capped Warbler, Sept. 30 (late). The Yellow-throated 
(Sycamore) Warbler did not show up until the 3rd 
week in October, whereas in 1949 and 1950 it put in 
its appearance between Sept. 24 and 30. The Canada 
Warbler, first noted on Sept. 3, was later than usual. 
The Myrtle Warbler arrived early at Cove, on Oct. 14, 
and at Houston on Oct. 25, in each instance a week 
earlier than the previous local record. It arrived in 
the Valley on Nov. 4, which is 8 days previous to 
the 1950 arrival date. C. E. Hudson listed some un- 
common transients near his home in San Benito in 
the Golden-winged Warbler, Sept. 26; the Worm- 
eating Warbler, Sept. 13; and the Blue-winged War- 
bler, Sept. 8 and 17. A Black-throated Gray Warbler 
was observed on Dec. 17, Black-capped Warblers on 
Sept. 30. 

Orioles through Sparrows.—Orchard Orioles were 
seen moving south as early as June 28. The last one 
was observed on Sept. 9 (AKM). On Nov. 28, a 
Summer Tanager stopped to feed in Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamilton's garden in Houston. Among the finches 
and sparrows, it is evident that dates of arrival from 
the north were slightly earlier than usual, in many 
cases. Aside from this there is little of note to report. 
The Lark Bunting, a rarity in the Lower Valley. was 
observed at La Feria by Terry Gill the first week in 
December. About 10 Leconte’s Sparrows were seen 
by McKay on the same day, Nov. 3, that the flight 
of Short-billed Marsh Wrens was observed. This spe- 
cies was not otherwise reported —LUTHER C. GoLp- 
MAN. Luguna Nat'l Wildlife Refuge. San Benito. 
Tex., and FRANK WaTSON. Box 2633. Houston 1. 
7 ENGL. 


PALOUSE—NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—In northern Idaho and eastern Washing- 
ton, the fall months were characterized by very little 
precipitation and 
a . by higher tem- 

Tt. peratures than 
usual. The pro- 
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Similar rains 
were not infrequent after that date, but clear days far 
outnumbered those that were cloudy. Maximum tem- 


peratures during September varied from 85° on the 
6th, to 65° on the 11th; the average for the month 
was 72°. The minimum temperature recorded during 
the month was 36° on the 12th; otherwise, tempera- 
tures below 40° were exceptional. October remained 
relatively clear and warm through the 10th, the maxi- 
mum temperature that day being 84°. The remainder 
of the month was considerably cooler, with maximum 
temperatures in the fifties, and frequent rainy days. 
Throughout November, conditions were similar to 
those of the latter part of October. 

For western Montana, Hand reported: “September 
was mild to moderate in the Missouri area and pre- 
cipitation was about average. There was considerable 
warm weather until the 20th; thereafter it was cool 
and cloudy with frequent showers, but no prolonged 
rainy spells. October was slightly below normal in 
temperature and somewhat above in precipitation. 
There were only two or three sunshiny days in the 
entire month. November was more moderate, both as 
to temperature and moisture.” 

In most respects, the fall migration was charac- 
terized by little that was unusual. One exception was 
the relative abundance of shorebirds in northern 
Idaho, drought conditions resulting in suitable habi- 
tat (exposed mud flats and sand bars in the larger 
streams) that was taken advantage of by exceptionally 
large numbers of these waders. In a few instances, 
possibly the result of the mild, clear weather, a few 
species were recorded much later than usual. Spar- 
rows and finches were noticeably scarce, especially in 
contrast to the past year, and were observed in rather 
small numbers. 

Grebes and Herons.—I\n western Montana, 4 Eared 
Grebes were seen at Ninepipe Reservoir, Sept. 3; and 
a single bird, in an exhausted condition, was caught in 
the residential section of Missoula, Oct. 22. 

In northern Idaho, two Red-necked Grebes, rarely 
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observed in Idaho, were seen on Priest Lake, Sept. 23, 
and a single bird at Sandpoint, Oct. 25; 1 Horned 
Grebe (likewise rarely noted in the State) was seen 
at Priest Lake, Sept. 23, and 2 at the east end of 
Coeur d'Alene Lake on Oct. 16. Great Blue Herons 
were last seen near Missoula, Mont., on Sept. 30: 
and a single bird was noted at Ninepipe, Oct. 30, 
where on previous occasions, Aug. 13 and 20 and 
Sept. 3, they had been common (Hand). 
Waterfouwl—tIn western Montana, Whistling Swans 
were first reported from the Bitterroot Valley on Oct. 
10 (early), and were unusually common in Flathead 
and Lake Counties between Oct. 20 and Nov. 1. A 
few Gadwalls were seen at Ninepipe, Sept. 3, and a 
pair at Missoula, Nov. 11 (late). Green-winged Teal 
were present in small numbers. Blue-winged Teal left 
early, none being reported at Missoula after early 
September. Wood Ducks were common through Sep- 
tember, and occasional until Oct. 21. Lesser Scaups 
were common at Ninepipe and at Flathead Lake, Oct. 
30 to Nov. 1, and a few Redheads were seen at Flat- 
head on the latter date. Three Ruddy Ducks were 
noted at Frenchtown, Sept. 15. Hooded Mergansers 
were last noted near Missoula, Oct. 21, and at Nine- 
pipe, Oct. 30. Am. Mergansers were unusually com- 
mon during late summer and early fall in the Mis- 
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soula area; one flock containing between 40 and 50 
individuals was seen on Aug. 26 (Hand). 

In northern Idaho, a flock of fully 150 Whistling 
Swans was seen at Copeland, Boundary Co., Oct. 23 
(Levy); a much smaller flock of 20 birds was noted 
that same day on the Snake River at Lewiston (Bur- 
leigh). The Wood Duck remained later than usual 
this year, two flocks totaling 30 birds being seen on 
the Palouse River at Potlatch, Sept. 30, and a flock 
of 60 birds at Lane, Kootenai Co., Oct. 16 (Levy). 
The Hooded Merganser was reported from Copeland, 
Sept. 24, and from Lane, Oct. 16 (Levy), and a 
single bird was seen at Potlatch, Oct. 23 (Burleigh). 
A female White-winged Scoter was noted at Cope- 
land, Nov. 2 (Levy). 

Vultures and Hawks.—In western Montana, the 
local colony of Turkey Vultures near Missoula con- 
tinued to increase until there were 21 present on Sept. 
9, but none were seen after Sept. 15 (Hand). In 
northern Idaho, this species remained rather late, 6 
being noted north of Bonner’s Ferry, Boundary Co., 
Sept. 25 (Levy). At Missoula, there was the usual 
noticeable flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks, starting 
Aug. 26 and ending Oct. 16. A Cooper's Hawk was 
seen in town on Sept. 24, and another was reported 
during the third week in October (Hand). At Mos- 
cow, the Cooper's Hawk was recorded for the first 
time in fall, a single bird in immature plumage on 
Sept. 17 (Burleigh). The Goshawk, only infrequently 
seen in northern Idaho, was reported from Copeland, 
Boundary Co., Sept. 25, and from Dismal Lake, Sho- 
shone Co., Oct. 3 (Levy). The first Rough-legged 
Hawks were seen in northern Idaho (Copeland) on 
Oct. 19 (Levy), and in western Montana (Superior, 
Mineral Co.) on Nov. 5 (Hand). A young Golden 
Eagle was seen soaring over Mount Jumbo, northeast 
of Missoula, on Oct. 8, and another was seen near 
Ravalli, Lake Co., Oct. 30 (Hand). In northern 
Idaho, the Bald Eagle (rarely observed). was noted 
at Sandpoint, Oct. 18, and at Colburn, Bonner Co., 
Nov. 12 (Levy); a single adult was reported from 
western Montana (Sanders Co.) on Nov. 8 (Hand). 
A Peregrine Falcon (a scarce bird in northern Idaho) 
was seen at Copeland, Sept. 22 (Levy). The Pigeon 
Hawk was not recorded at Missoula until Nov. 10 
(late) (Hand), but appeared at Lewiston, on the 
Snake River, Sept. 28, and at Moscow, Oct. 20 and 
Nov. 7 (Burleigh) 

Coots and Cranes.—In western Montana, Am. Coots 
were still common at Ninepipe Reservoir and on Flat- 
head Lake, Nov. 1, and it is expected that many will 
remain throughout the winter (Hand). At Copeland, 
in extreme northern Idaho, two Sandhill Cranes were 
seen on Oct. 29 (Levy). 

Shorebirds—Due possibly to unusually favorable 
conditions, shorebirds were present in large numbers 
in northern Idaho, appearing early and in a few 
instances remaining rather late. At Potlatch, on the 
Palouse River, the following species were observed: 
Solitary Sandpiper, Aug. 8 through Sept. 4; Greater 
Yellow-legs, July 19 through Aug. 18; Lesser Yellow- 
legs, July 28 through Aug. 24; Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Aug. 26; Baird's Sandpiper, July 21 through Aug. 29; 
Least Sandpiper, July 19 through Aug. 24; Dowitcher, 
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July 19 through Aug. 18; Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
July 28 through Aug. 13; Western Sandpiper, July 
19 through Aug. 18. At Lewiston, on the Snake River, 
the Black-bellied Plover (a scarce transient in Idaho) 
was seen on Sept. 21 and 28; the last Spotted Sand- 
piper for the year, Sept. 16; the Greater Yellow-legs, 
Sept. 16 and 28, and Oct. 1, 4, and 10 (late); the 
Lesser Yellow-legs, Least Sandpiper, Dowitcher, and 
Western Sandpiper, Sept. 16. At Moscow, the Am. 
Avocet was recorded for the first time in northern 
Idaho on July 12, two small flocks totaling 7 birds 
being seen. The Wilson’s Phalarope was also recorded 
for the first time as a fall transient at Moscow, single 
birds being seen on July 9 and July 26 (Burleigh). 

At Medicine Lake, Kootenai Co., numerous Baird's 
Sandpipers, 15 Semipalmated Plover, and 2 Northern 
Phalaropes were noted on Aug. 28, and a single 
Spotted Sandpiper (late) and 5 Dowitchers, Sept. 20. 
Unusually late were a Greater Yellow-legs on Oct. 20, 
and a Pectoral Sandpiper on Oct. 29, at Copeland. 
Two Killdeer were also seen there, Nov. 2 (Levy). 
There was an early flight of Wilson's Snipe at Nine- 
pipe on Sept. 3, possibly 50 being seen scattered 
through the open marsh. Spotted Sandpipers departed 
on Sept. 9 except for a single individual noted on 
Sept. 23 and 30. Solitary Sandpipers appeared in small 
numbers at Missoula, Aug. 5-26, and a few were 
seen at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Aug. 13. A pair of 
Willets (the first record for western Montana) was 
noted 2 miles west of Missoula, Sept. 2. Greater 
Yellow-legs were common at Kicking Horse and 
Ninepipe, Aug. 13 and 20 and Sept. 3, and 4 were 
seen near Missoula, Aug. 19-26. Pectoral Sandpipers 
were fairly common at Ninepipe, and a few were at 
Kicking Horse, Aug. 20 and Sept. 3. Baird's Sand- 
pipers were noted in small numbers at Missoula be- 
tween Aug. 12 and 26, and at Kicking Horse, Aug. 
13 and Sept. 3. Northern Phalaropes were common 
on many of the potholes near Ninepipe on Sept. 3, 
occurring in flocks of 5 to 15 birds (Hand). 

Gulls and Terns.—The Herring Gull was recorded 
for the first time in northern Idaho on Aug. 13, 2 
birds in immature plumage being seen on the Palouse 
River at Potlatch. The Ring-billed Gull did not appear 
on the Snake River at Lewiston until September 
(late); 5 were still present there on Dec. 1. Bona- 
parte’s Gull, normally uncommon in northern Idaho, 
was reported from Sandpoint, Oct. 16, and from 
Copeland, Oct. 20 (many) and Oct. 29 (Levy). In 
western Montana, Ring-billed Gulls were present at 
Ninepipe in flocks of 40 to 50 between Aug. 13 and 
Sept. 3; a few were noted at Missoula, Oct. 18 and 19, 
and several at Flathead Lake, Oct. 30 and Nov. 1. A 
single Common Tern was noted at Lewiston on Sept. 
16 and 21, and a single Black Tern at Potlatch, Aug. 
8 (Burleigh). Several Black Terns were seen near 
Ninepipe, Aug. 13, and 2 Forster's Terns at Kicking 
Horse the same day (Hand). 

Mourning Dove.—At Missoula, the Mourning Dove 
was last noted on Sept. 15 (Hand); while in north- 
ern Idaho, single birds were seen at Dismal Lake, 
Shoshone Co. (altitude 6000 feet), Oct. 4, and at the 
east end of Coeur d'Alene Lake, Oct. 18 (Levy), and 
one small flock at Lewiston, Dec. 1 (Burleigh). 
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Wood peckers and Flycatchers—At Missoula the 
last Lewis's Woodpecker was noted on Sept. 9 
(Hand), while at Moscow, although normally pres- 
ent in small numbers, none were observed throughout 
the entire fall. Interesting departure dates for fly- 
catchers were: Western Kingbird, at Missoula, Sept. 3, 
at Lewiston, Sept. 8 (late); Say’s Phoebe, at Lewis- 
ton, Oct. 31, and at Clarkston, Wash., Nov. 16 (both 
very late dates); Western Flycatcher (rare), single 
birds seen and collected at Moscow, Aug. 23 and 
Sept. 26. 

Horned Larks through Thrushes.—Small flocks of 
Horned Larks were noted on Bald Mountain, Bonner 
Co., Idaho (altitude 6000 feet), on Sept. 23, and at 
Dismal Lake, Shoshone Co., Oct. 4; individuals col- 
lected were found to represent the pale northern race 
urcticola, so these were apparently transient flocks 
(Levy). At Moscow, the breeding birds had, as in 
previous years, gradually become scarce in late August 
and September, and were last noted on Oct. 13. Some 
departure dates for swallows were: Violet-green Swal- 
low, at Missoula (uncommon), July 23, and at Lew- 
iston, Oct. 4; Barn Swallow, at Missoula, Sept. 4, at 
Genesee, Idaho, Oct. 4 (late); Cliff Swallow, at 
Missoula, July 31, at Potlatch, Aug. 29 (early). 

At Missoula the last Am. Crow was noted on Oct. 
18. This species does not nest in the open Palouse 
country of northern Idaho, and was not recorded 
there at any time this fall. The House Wren was last 
seen at Missoula on Sept. 9, and at Moscow on Oct. 

(late). Rather unexpected was the presence of a 
single Long-billed Marsh Wren at Coeur d'Alene 
Lake on Oct. 6, the first record for this species in 
northern Idaho (Burleigh). 

Possibly the most interesting record for the fall 
migration was a Gray-cheeked Thrush taken at Mos- 
cow on Sept. 7, this being the first time this species 
has been recorded in Idaho. At Missoula, the Hermit 
Thrush was noted on Sept. 16, and at Moscow almost 
daily from Sept. 23 (Clarkston, Wash., Sept. 21) 
through Oct. 19 (late). A single bird was seen at 
Dismal Lake, Oct. 8 (Levy). The Olive-backed 
Thrush was last seen at Missoula, Sept. 14, and at 
Potlatch, Sept. 4; the Veery (Willow Thrush) at 
Missoula, Aug. 27, and at Moscow, Aug. 30; the 
Mountain Bluebird at Missoula, Sept. 30 (early), and 
at Genesee, Idaho, Oct. 26 (also early); at Weippe, 
Clearwater Co., the Western Bluebird was noted for 
the first time in fall, a flock of 6 birds being seen on 
Oct. 26. 

Kinglets through Shrikes.—At Missoula, the Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet was last seen on Oct. 18, at Moscow 
on Nov. 3 (late), and at Clarkston, Wash., on Nov. 
16 (late). The Water Pipit appeared at Kicking 
Horse Reservoir, Sept. 3, and was common at Mis- 
soula, Sept. 9 through Oct. 7. At Moscow, the first 
flock was noted on Sept. 13, and other flocks were 
seen at frequent intervals thereafter through Oct. 26 
(late). The first flock of Bohemian Waxwings ap- 
peared at Missoula, Nov. 4, and at Moscow, Nov. 5 
(early). The first Gray Shrike was noted at Genesee, 
Oct. 21, and at Pullman, Wash., Oct. 30. This species 
is present in its usual numbers this year, one or more 
being seen almost daily in the open Palouse country. 





Vire departure dates 
were: Solitary Vireo (Cassin’s) at Missoula, Sept. 19, 
and at Moscow, Oct. 11 (late); Macgillivray’s War- 
bler at Missoula, Sept. 5, at Moscow, Sept. 22, and 
at Clarkston, Oct. 1 (late). 

Blackhirds.—At Missoula, the Western Meadowlark 
was common until Oct. 21, but none were seen after 
that date. The Red-winged Blackbird was last noted, 
Oct. 30. Both these species winter to some extent at 
Moscow, and commonly at Lewiston. The Yellow- 
headed Blackbird, an uncommon transient in the open 
Palouse country, was noted at Potlatch, Aug. 24, and 
at Clarkston, Aug. 28, but only a single bird each 
time. As in previous years, adult Brown-headed Cow- 
birds disappeared from the open Palouse country in 
early July, but fully-grown young of the year re- 
mained as usual through August. They were last seen 
at Moscow, Aug. 15, at Potlatch, Aug. 26, and at 
Clarkston, Aug. 28 (late). 

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—The Western 
Tanager was last noted at Missoula, Sept. 24, and at 
Moscow, Oct. 15 (late). 

Evening Grosbeaks reappeared at Missoula, Aug. 8, 
after a six weeks’ absence, were abundant through late 
August and early September, and were moderately 
common thereafter. At Moscow small flocks that were 
noted in late August soon disappeared, and for several 
months now this species has been rarely seen, a de- 
cided contrast to its abundance in previous years 
throughout the fall and winter months. Pine Gros- 
beaks, possibly representing the breeding population, 
were found to be fairly common at Dismal Lake, Oct. 
1, and a small flock of 6 birds was seen on Fisher 
Mountain, near Copeland, on Nov. 4 (Levy). White- 
crowned Sparrows were noted at Missoula from Sept. 

to Oct. 7, none wintering there. At Clarkston, 
Wash., where they winter in small numbers, they 
were first seen (2 birds) on Aug. 28. The Lincoln's 
Sparrow was first seen at Potlatch on Aug. 31, and 
frequently thereafter until last recorded at Lewiston 
on Oct. 16. The Snow Bunting apparently occurs 
regularly, at least during the fall months, in the ex- 
treme northern part of Idaho; small flocks were noted 
at Sandpoint on Oct. 18, and at Copeland, Oct. 21 
and 29, and Nov. 6 (Levy). A rather unexpected 
record was that of a single Snow Bunting seen on 
Aug. 24 at Yellowstone Lake in northwestern Wyo- 
ming (G. W. Treichel).—THomMas D. BuRLEIGH, 
School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, 
Idaho. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—We regret that no fall migration 
report is available from this Region. Please send re- 
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ports on wintering birds to the new regional editor, 
Dr. Jessop B. Low, Leader, Utah Cooperative Wild- 
life Research Unit, Utah State Agricultural College, 
Logan, Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—Drought conditions left 
most of central and southern Arizona as a result of 
heavy rains in late August, and added precipitation 

in late October and 
| COLORADO late November. In 
fact, this was one 
of the wettest falls 
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An Arctic Loon made a forced 
a paved highway during rainy weather 
near Indian Springs, Clark Co., Nev., Oct. 26 
(Thomas A. Imhof). A Wood Ibis was seen at 
Tornillo Lakes, 32 miles east of El Paso, Tex., Sept. 
3, the first local record in 20 years (Mary Keefer, 
Lena McBee). A flock of 20 was seen in flight along 
the Mexican side of the Rio Grande near Fabens, 
Tex., in early November (Don Hunter). 

Waterfowl.—Waterfowl populations have appar- 
ently changed but little since last year, according to 
all reports received. The 2 Canada Geese noted at 
Topock, Ariz., on Havasu Lake Nat'l Wildlife Ref- 
uge, in early August had increased to 6, Sept. 13 
(Gale Monson, Warren Pulich). A Cackling Canada 
Goose was found on the Bosque del Apache Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., Nov. 23 (Raymond Fleet- 
wood). In the Guadalupe Mountains in southern New 
Mexico, about 25 Black-bellied Tree-ducks were 
seen on Hamm Tanks, and about 50 more at El Paso 
Gap, Sept. 15 (Harold and Frances Williams). These 
are the first records for the State. A Fulvous Tree-duck 
was seen on lower Havasu L., Oct. 2 (GM, Glenn 
Osbun). 

Hawks.—At least 400 Turkey Vultures were ob- 
served migrating southward near Palo Verde, Calif., 
Oct. 16 (WP). The last ones noted on the Bosque 
Refuge were 6, Oct. 18 (RF). A Mexican Black Hawk 
was found near Tucson, Ariz., Nov. 4 (Tucson Bird 
Club), and again, Nov. 5 (Allan R. Phillips). Early 
Pigeon Hawks were seen, 1 in the Bill Williams 
Delta, Ariz., on Havasu Lake Refuge, Sept. 7 (GM). 
and 2 at Boulder City, Nev., Sept. 11 (Russell 
Grater. ) 

Shorebirds through Gulls —Two Mountain Plover 
were observed at Topock, Sept. 4 (GM). A very early 
Wilson's Snipe was present in the Bill Williams 
Delta, Aug. 28 (GM). A Long-billed Curlew was 
noted at Canutillo, Tex., Aug. 12, an unusually early 
date (LM). Three Pectoral Sandpipers were seen on 
the Bosque Refuge, Sept. 28, and another, Oct. 18; 
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they seldom occur along the Rio Grande (RF). Two 
Sanderlings were observed at Tornillo Lakes, Aug. 19 
(MK, LM). Another scarce bird in the Rio Grande 
Valley, the Northern Phalarope, was noted Sept. 23 
at Tornillo Lakes (LM), and Oct. 12 at Bosque Ref- 
uge (RF), a single individual in each instance. A 
Franklin's Gull was found at Blankenship Bend, on 
Havasu Lake Refuge below Topock, Sept. 26 (GM) 
A Bonaparte’s Gull was seen at Yucca Dry Lake, in 
Clark Co., northwest of Las Vegas, Nev.. Oct. 26 
(TAT). 

Doves through Hummingbirds —A few White- 
winged Doves were noted at Tucson all fall (ARP). 
Two were seen near Calabasas, Santa Cruz Co., Ariz., 
Oct. 7 (Byron Allen), and one remained at Topock 
to Oct. 10 (GM). At least 7 Flammulated Owls were 
still present in the Santa Catalina Mountains, Ariz.. 
Oct. 12, and 2 on Oct. 13; a Whip-poor-will was also 
found there, Oct. 12 (Joe Marshall). A Poor-will was 
seen in the pass of the Plomosa Mountains, Ariz., be- 
tween Quartzsite and Bouse, Nov. 5 (GM). Lesser 
Nighthawks were regularly observed at Parker, Ariz.. 
through most of November (GM); the last one was 
noted, Nov. 23 (Pat Gould, Robert Pyle). Five Black 
Swifts were observed from an airplane at 10,000 feet 
about 15 miles south of Mountainair, N. Mex., over 
Chupadera Mesa, Sept. 17 (TAI). Broad-tailed and 
Rufous Hummingbirds were especially numerous at 
EI] Paso, the former remaining until Sept. 30, and the 
latter present from Aug. 5 to Oct. 17. Calliope Hum- 
mers were also noted there, Aug. 22 and 30 (LM). 

Woodpeckers—A  Yellow-shafted Flicker = was 
caught by a house cat at Boulder City, Nev., Oct. 17 
(RG). A Lewis's Woodpecker was found at Las 
Vegas Wash, Lake Mead, Nev., Nov. 12 (WP). 

Flycatchers.—Western Kingbirds were seen at Par- 
ker surprisingly late: 7 on Oct. 1, and 4 on Oct. 12 
(GM). There were also unusually late records of 
Cassin’s Kingbirds: 1 at Arivaca Jct. (‘‘Kinsley’s’’), 
Ariz., Nov. 16 (Mr. & Mrs. Erle Morton), and 2 at 
Benson, Ariz., Nov. 22 (JM, ARP). A Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher was found at Fabens, Sept. 28 (DH). 

Swallows.—Six Violet-green Swallows were seen at 
Pioneer Pass, in the Pinal Mts., Ariz., Oct. 21, a late 
date (Harry Crockett). Purple Martins were seen at 
El Paso, Aug. 12 (N. C. Nash). One was seen at 
Pine L. in the Hualpai Mts., Ariz., Aug. 17, and 2 
were seen at Topock, Sept. 4 (GM). 

Jays through Creepers —Only one lowland record 
of Scrub Jay was reported, a single bird at Benson, 
Oct. 10 (Lyndon Hargrave). A flock of about 400 
Am. Crows was feeding with 200 Brewer's Blackbirds 
in the Moapa Valley, near Overton, Nev., Nov. 15 
(RG). The unique presence of Clark's Nutcrackers 
in Boulder City during the summer continued until 
Aug. 23 (WP). A Brown Creeper was observed in 
Boulder City on or about Oct. 30 (Mrs. James Cox). 
and 1 was found near Tucson, Nov. 4 and 5 (ARP). 

Wrens through Kinglets—House Wrens were very 
common in the Colorado Valley (GM). Very few 
were noted in the Flagstaff, Ariz., area in the last 
half of August (ARP). A Catbird was found near Ft. 
Hancock, Tex., Nov. 8 (DH). Thirty Am. Robins 
were seen at Parker, Oct. 20, and they were common 

















in the Colorado Valley after that time (GM). At 
Tucson, only 3 or 4 were found, Nov. 4 (TBC). 
Hermit Thrushes were generally much more common 
than usual in the lowlands, with 8 seen near Tucson, 
Nov. 5 (ARP). One was seen at Boulder Beach, Lake 
Mead, Sept. 23 (Nora Poyser). This is apparently a 
flight year for Mountain Bluebirds. Two seen near 
Boulder City, Oct. 27 (RG), were the first reported. 
Seventy-eight were seen on the Colorado River Indian 
Reservation, Ariz., Nov. 17 (GM); about 20 were 
found near Oracle Jct., Ariz., Nov. 19 (Steve Galli- 
zioli) ; and by the latter part of the month they were 
being seen in most lowland areas, especially in west- 
ern Arizona. One Townsend's Solitaire was observed 
at Boulder Beach, Lake Mead, Sept. 10 (NP), 2 were 
seen there, Sept. 17 (RG), and they were common at 
Boulder City, Sept. 21 (RG). A Golden-crowned 
Kinglet was seen on the Bosque Refuge, Oct. 10 
(RF). 

Starlings —One was seen at Yucca Pass, north of 
Indian Springs, Nov. 6, and 11 at the north end of 
Yucca Flat, also in Clark Co., Nev., Nov. 24 (TAI). 
Four were noted in the vicinity of Davis Dam, Ariz.- 
Nev., Nov. 28, and 4 were seen at Boulder Dam, 
Ariz.-Nev., Nov. 29 (RG). Three were observed at 
Bullhead City, Ariz., Nov. 28 (WP, Richard Wag- 
ner). These birds were scarcely seen in the Region 
last year. 

Vireos und Wood Warblers —Plumbeous Solitary 
Vireos seemed unusually common in the Tucson vicin- 
ity, with at least 5 records in late October and in 
November (ARP, ef al.). Late Cassin’s Solitary Vireos 
were 1 seen in Nevada opposite Ft. Mohave, Ariz., 
Oct. 24 (WP), and 1 seen near Earp, Calif., Oct. 28 
(GM). A Black and White Warbler was found near 
Tucson, Nov. 4 (TBC). A Magnolia Warbler was 
observed at Topock, Nov. 11 (TAI, GM). Four to 
5 Black-throated Gray Warblers observed near Tuc- 
son, Nov. 4 (TBC), 1 seen in Tucson, Nov. 12 
(ARP), and 1 noted in Nevada opposite Ft. Mohave, 
Nov. 30 (WP) were possibly wintering. An Oven- 
bird flew into a partially-completed building at (or 
near) Indian Springs, Nev., Oct. 13, where it 
was observed at a distance of less than 2 feet (TAI). 
A Northern Water-thrush was seen on the Bosque 
Refuge, Sept. 12 (RF), and one was noted at Topock, 
Sept. 21 (GM). An Am. Redstart was observed at 
Topock, Sept. 13 (GM, WP). 

Blackbirds and Tanagers——A male Hooded Oriole 
lingered at Tucson to Oct. 10 (ARP). A Rusty 
Blackbird was found in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Nov. 21 (GM). Individual Brown-headed Cowbirds 
remained on the desert unusually late: an adult male 
was seen at Yucca Pass, Nev., Oct. 13 (TAI), and 
females or young males were seen at Needles Landing 
on Havasu L., Oct. 16 (GM) and at Boulder City, 
Oct. 29 (RG). A Western Tanager stayed at Canutillo 
until Nov. 23 (LM). 

Finches.—Six Evening Grosbeaks were found in 
El Paso, Sept. 11 (Dorothy Conway). A Purple Finch 
was observed in the Bill Williams Delta, Oct. 29, and 
others were seen on the Colorado River Indian Reser- 
vation, Nov. 9 and 23 (GM). Ten to 15 were re- 
corded at Pierce's Ferry, Ariz., in Lake Mead Recrea- 


tional Area, Nov. 29 (RG). These records betokened 
at least a limited flight. Lawrence's Goldfinch also 
made an eastward flight: about 20 were noted near 
Tucson, Nov. 4 (TBC), they were common at Lib- 
erty, Ariz., Nov. 12 (HC), and they were noted on 
the Colorado River Indian Reservation, Nov. 9 (TAI, 
GM). Red Crossbills were apparently much more 
common than usual in Arizona. They were noted as 
becoming common at Flagstaff about Aug. 8 (Milton 
Wetherill), a number were seen in the Hualpai Mts., 
from Aug. 17 to 21 (GM), and many flocks were 
seen at the South Rim of Grand Canyon Park, Ariz., 
where they were attracted by the first pifion nut crop 
in several years (Harold Bryant). Lark Buntings were 
common along the Mexican border in southeastern 
Arizona and southwestern New Mexico for at least 
the first 20 days of August, but since then no flocks 
of more than 5 birds have been reported anywhere 
(JM, R. B. Streets). One was noted in Lobecks Pass 
about 10 miles south of Needles, Calif., Oct. 18, 
about 8 were found near Earp, Oct. 28, about 45 
were scen west of Needles Landing, Nov. 2, and 31 
were seen on the Colorado River Indian Reservation, 
Nov. 9 (GM). A flock was seen near Liberty, Nov. 
12 (HC). This is the first time in several years Lark 
Buntings have been found so far west—GALE Mon- 
SON. Havasu Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Parker, 
Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—For the 
area covered by this report—the north half of the 
region—the weather was warm and generally dry until 

mid-October when condi- 
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ria, B. C., the first Red- 
necked Grebes were seen, Sept. 24; Pied-billed, Sept. 
13; Westerns (230+), Oct. 13 (A. R. Davidson). 
Western Grebes were at Blaine, Wash , Oct. 8 (late) ; 
Eared Grebes, Oct. 16 (Lucille H. Kline). At Sher- 
ingham Point, SW coast of Vancouver Is., there were 
700 to 800 Sooty Shearwaters, Aug. 26; 4000+ feed- 
ing on herring close to shore, Sept. 21.°Large ju- 
venile Pelagic Comorants were still on Trial Is., 
Barkely Sd., W coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 15, and 
immature Great Blue Herons (60) were on Co- 
wichan Bay flats, SE Vancouver Is., Aug. 18 (C. J. 
Guiguet). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—There were 11 Whist- 
ling Swans at Blaine, Oct. 21 (LHK). A flock of 
200+ Black Brant at Comox in October was early. 
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The migration of Canada Geese was good (TP). One 
flock was estimated at over 1000 (H. M. Laing). At 
Ten-mile Point, E of Victoria, B. C., there were 
250+, Sept. 23 (CJG). They were first seen (64) at 
Blaine, Oct. 11. The migration was well under way 
at Seattle, Oct. 15; 7 flocks passed in 45 minutes 
(Violet E. Cannon). There was a heavy migration of 
Mallards at Comox early in October, a month before 
the usual influx. Am. Widgeons were late, but in 
normal numbers. There was a good showing of Pin- 
tails in early September (TP). At Cowichan Bay, 
250 Mallards and 15 Am. Widgeons were noted, 
Aug. 18. Two adult male European Widgeons were 
shot there, Nov. 11 (S. Franks, fide Guiguet). Am. 
Widgeons returned to the Victoria area, Sept. 17 
Male Harlequin Ducks in eclipse were numerous at 
Sheringham Pt., southern Vancouver Is., Sept. 21. 
They were first seen at Victoria, Sept. 28. Other ducks 
came in the following succession: Shoveller, Oct. 10; 
Greater Scaup, Oct. 13; Ruddy, Oct. 23; Buffle-head, 
Oct. 28; Canvas-back, Oct. 31; Am. Golden-eye, Nov. 
11; Old-squaw, Nov. 18 (CJG, ARD). Pintails were 
first seen at Blaine, Sept. 3; Buffle-heads, Oct. 2; 
Mallards, Am. Golden-eyes, and Ruddy Ducks, Oct. 
23 (LHK). Ducks were about normal at Seattle, ex- 
cept for more than the usual number of Gadwalls 
(VEC). At Comox in August a large flock of Surf 
Scoters was composed mainly of yearling males. Later, 
among at least 10,000 scoters, three-fifths were esti- 
mated to be Surf, with four-fifths of those males. The 
rest were mostly White-winged, but with some Ameri- 
can. Red-breasted Mergansers were still few (TP). 
Female and immature Red-breasted Mergansers were 
first seen at Victoria, Sept. 29; Hooded and Ameri- 
can, Oct: 20. 

Cranes.—Sandhill Cranes (21) were at Sheringham 
Point, B. C., Sept. 21; 1 was near Victoria, Oct. 21. 

Shorebirds—A number of birds left their summer 
ranges early. They drifted southward from early July 
until the last of October. At Comox, both species of 
yellow-legs showed an increase, as did Long-billed 
Dowitchers; but Pectoral Sandpipers were scarce, and 
all small sandpipers seemed to be fewer. A rare Stilt 
Sandpiper was noted on Comox slough in August 
(TP). Surf-birds first came to Victoria, July 9, and 
were present in numbers, Aug. 17. Black Turnstones 
were seen at Victoria, July 9; and several flocks at 
Sheringham Pt., Aug. 26. Two Wandering Tattlers 
were at Victoria, Aug. 10 & 17. Nine flocks of Least 
and Western Sandpipers (total 125) were at Trial 
Is., B. C., July 12. They were moving all day at Vic- 
toria, July 21; were in small flocks at Cowichan Bay, 
B. C., Aug. 18; and at Sheringham Pt.; Aug. 26 
(CJG). Greater Yellow-legs were first noted at 
Blaine, Aug. 24; last seen, Oct. 28. Red-backed Sand- 
pipers (350+) were there, Nov. 5 (LHK). The 
usual shorebirds arrived at the South Seattle tidal 
marshes during July and early August, and were pres- 
ent until mid-October (VEC). 

Gulls—Few Glaucous-winged Gulls reached the 
flying stage in the San Juan Islands, in spite of what 
would appear to be good breeding conditions. Tem- 
peratures were high at incubating time, and fleas were 
prevalent on at least one island (Zella McM. Schultz). 
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There was an almost entire absence of young gulls at 
Comox, except for Glaucous-wings, which may have 
been bred locally. In flocks of Short-bills and Bona- 
parte’s, young averaged not over 5% (TP). All spe- 
cies were present in numbers at Victoria from mid- 
July until the last of August, attracted by herring. 
The first large influx of Bonaparte’s Gulls was on 
July 17 (CJG). They were gone, Oct. 20. California 
Gulls returned, July 22, and Short-billed, July 20. 
Both left on Oct. 10, and Heermann’s Gull on Oct 
21 (ARD). Herring Gulls were more numerous in 
late summer than in the past 3 years (CJG). 

Alcids.—All alcids seemed scarce at Comox. Com- 
mon Murres, with young, were abundant at Shering- 
ham Pt., Aug. 26, and numerous, Sept. 21. Marbled 
Murrelets, Ancient Murrelets, and Cassin’s Auklets 
were seen there, Aug. 26. Adult and young Rhino- 
cerous Auklets, and Tufted Puffiins were numerous, 
Sept. 21 (CJG). 

Pigeons through Woodpeckers —There were 140 
Band-tailed Pigeons feeding on Black Elderberries at 
Comox, Oct. 19 (TP); 250 in the Cowichan area. 
Sept. 15; and 40 at Goldstream lakes, NE of Victoria, 
Oct. 1 (CJG). There were 150 at Victoria, Sept. 2 
(ARD). They were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 14 
(LHK). Over 50 were at Cascara berries in West 
Seattle, Aug. 18 (VEC). One Barn Owl was taken 
near Duncan, B. C., Nov. 15, and a Snowy Owl, Nov. 
13. One Snowy Owl was at Victoria, Nov. 13 (CJG). 
Short-eared Owls had moved into Seattle, Oct. 20. 
Common Nighthawks had left Victoria by Sept. 17; 
were last seen at Blaine, Aug. 23, and at Seattle, Sept. 
15. Ten Black Swifts were in the Cowichan area, 
B. C., Sept. 15. Vaux’s Swifts were seen at Victoria, 
Sept. 2. Rufous Humingbirds were last seen there, 
Sept. 19. Two were seen in North Seattle, Oct. 7 and 
21. All species of Woodpeckers at Comox seemed to 
show a slight increase after the nesting season. Young 
Lewis's Woodpeckers were still flying in the nesting 
vicinity east of Lake Washington, and Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers (ruber) were still around the nest hole 
in the high Cascade Mts., Wash., Aug. 19 (VEC). 

Flycatchers through Swallows.—There were waves 
of migrating passerines at Comox on Aug. 29, Sept. 
3, Sept. 22 and Oct. 26. The scarcity of small birds 
was a matter of comment there, especially when com- 
pared with 20 years ago. An adult Eastern Kingbird, 
with 2 birds of the year, was seen in August. Pearse 
believes they breed regularly, as he has seen them in 
previous years. Other flycatchers were below normal. 
Western and Traill’s Flycatchers were last seen at 
Blaine, Wash., Aug. 26. Traill’s and the Olive-sided 
were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 9. Horned Larks were 
still on high trails of Mt. Rainier, Sept. 16 (VEC). 
They -were noted at Victoria, Sept. 11 and 28 (ARD). 
Cliff Swallows left Blaine, Aug. 23, Violet-greens, 
Sept. 11, and Barn Swallows, Sept. 26. Last dates for 
Seattle were: Rough-winged, Sept. 27, Violet-green 
and Barn, Sept. 30. The latter had left Victoria by 
Sept. 17. Purple Martins were reported breeding at 
Ladysmith Harbour, Vancouver Is., Aug. 26 (V. 
Johnston, fide Guiguet). They were last seen at 
Seattle, Sept. 27. 

Thrushes—Am. Robins were back at Comox the 
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end of November. A remarkable migration of Western 
Bluebirds was reported by Fryer in October; at least 
750 passed along the edge of the foothills in lots of 
50 or less. Some 25 years ago scattered pairs nested 
and a number migrated through Courtenay, B. C., 
but in general they are seldom seen now (TP). Varied 
Thrushes in numbers were at Victoria, Oct. 1 (CJG). 
Olive-backed Thrushes were gone by Sept. 2. Ten 
Western Bluebirds, Nov. 15, constitute the only flight 
(ARD). Olive-backed Thrushes were last seen at 
Blaine, July 29; Mountain Bluebirds (rare migrant), 
Aug. 23; 1 Townsend's Solitaire, Sept. 23, and West- 
ern Bluebirds, Sept. 26 (LHK). Olive-backed 
Thrushes were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 2 (VEC). 

Kinglets, Pipits —Golden- and Ruby-crowned King- 
lets returned to Victoria, Sept. 16 (ARD). Ruby- 
crowns were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 30, with the 
Golden-crowns, Oct. 29. There were 30 Water Pipits 
in the Cowichan area, B. C., Sept. 15 (CJG). The 
height of their migration at Victoria was on the same 
day, when 100+ were seen (ARD). They stayed at 
Blaine longer than usual, from Sept. 17 to Sept. 29. 
A few had come to lower levels near Seattle, but many 
were still high on Mt. Rainier, Sept. 16 (VEC). 

Vireos, Warblers—Two migrant Red-eyed Vireos 
at Comox, B. C., Aug. 24, were rare (TP). Red-eyed 
and Warbling Vireos were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 9, 
with the Solitary, Sept. 22. Warblers were few in 
migration at Comox. The Orange-crowned was last 
seen, Sept. 22. Audubon’s Warblers, which showed 
an increase in spring migration, were much below 
normal in autumn. Orange-crowned and Audubon’s 
Warblers were going through Victoria, Sept. 9; Hut- 
ton’s Vireos and Myrtle Warblers were last seen, Oct. 
16. Yellow Warblers were last seen at Blaine, Aug. 
19; Audubon’s (1 imm.) and 1 Townsend's on Sept. 
14. Yellow Warblers were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 
1; Black-capped (Pileolated), Sept. 9; the Common 
Yellowthroat, Sept. 27; and the Orange-crowned, Oct. 
7 (VEC). 

Tanagers through Sparrows—Western Tanagers 
were last seen at Victoria, Aug. 6; at Blaine, Aug. 30; 
and at Seattle, Sept. 28; where Black-headed Gros- 
beaks were last seen, Aug. 18. Am. Goldfinches had 
left Victoria, Sept. 19; and were last seen at Blaine, 
Sept. 30. Green-backed Goldfinches, which seem to 
wander north each year, arrived at Camas, Wash., east 
of Vancouver, by mid-August (AC & HF Roberts). 
Six Red Crossbills and 40 Savannah Sparrows were at 
Sheringham Pt., Sept. 21. Savannah Sparrows passed 
through Comox in goodly numbers, but other spar- 
rows were few. Savannahs were last seen at Victoria, 
Oct. 25; and at Blaine, Oct. 8. Juncos were becoming 
plentiful at Victoria, Oct. 22. Golden-crowned Spar- 
rows were moving south at Victoria, Aug. 27; Fox 
Sparrows returned, Sept. 29 (ARD). Banded Golden- 
crowns reappeared at Comox the end of October. This 
species was last seen at Seattle, Nov. 4. White- 
crowned Sparrows were last seen at Blaine, Oct. 4.— 
MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, 
University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Following 
another extremely dry summer season the fall was 
much like last year except for being cooler. Heavy 
rains came on 
nearly the same 
dates in the two 
years. Conspicu- 
ous shifts of bird 
populations came 
with these 
storms. These 
are only partly 
reflected in the 
records and they 
deserve special 
study. In some 
localities _ there 
were shortages 
of the nuts and 
fruits that are 
normally eaten 
by birds in the 
fall. 

On Nov. 6, H. L. Cogswell and R. Bowman 
walked the length of Stinson Beach and counted the 
birds dead or dying from being covered with oil after 
the ramming of an oil tanker by another ship. They 
tallied 182 oiled birds belonging to at least 18 spe- 
cies in 1144 miles of beach. 

Water Birds —Common Loons were encountered at 
2 inland localities: Donner Lake, 5 on Nov. 3 (H. L. 
Cogswell) and Grant Lake, Mono Co., 2 on Sept. 8 
(Mrs. G. W. Nielsen). At the mouth of the Carmel 
River Arctic Loons were present from Sept. 3 to 17 
(F. C. Morrow). At this location the same observer 
found Red-throated Loons on 6 dates in November 
At East Walker Reservoir near Bridgeport on Sept. 8 
there were more than 100 Eared Grebes (GLN). 
W. M. Pursell on Oct. 4 saw a Black-footed Alba- 
tross, 6 or 7 Slender-billed Shearwaters, numerous 
Sooty Shearwaters, 3 Black-vented Shearwaters, a 
Pacific Fulmar, and a Black Petrel less than 2 miles 
offshore from Pacific Grove. He found 15 White 
Pelicans at Moss Landing on Oct. 3, and 4 on Nov. 
10. At the same place the Andersons found 16 on 
Sept. 9 and 42 on Sept. 30 with smaller numbers in 
November. Emily Smith saw 350 on Aug. 25 at Dum- 
barton Bridge and 48 on Nov. 23 at Alviso. She 
recorded 250 Double-crested Cormorants at Dum- 
barton Bridge on Aug. 25. Two Green Herons were 
present as late as Nov. 2 at St. Mary’s Lake (Mrs. 
G. E. Kelly). 

Swans and Geese.—An early Whistling Swan was 
present for 2 days after Oct. 27, 9 miles SE of Red 
Bluff (GWN). At Moss Landing the Andersons 
found 34 swans on Nov. 18 and about 100 on Nov. 
23 and 30. On Sept. 8, at East Walker Reservoir, 
there were more than 400 Canada Geese (GWN). 
There were 2 Black Brant at Moss Landing on Oct. 
3, 8, and 10 (WMP) and about 30 at Tomales Bay 
on Nov. 25 (HLC). On Oct. 21 the same observer 
saw an adult and 3 immature White-fronted Geese on 
Estero de Limantour, Marin Co. 

Ducks.—The first Mallards appeared at the mouth 
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of the Carmel River on Sept. 20 (FCM). There were 
50 on Conn Lake, Napa Co., on Nov. 11 (HLC). On 
Sept. 8 there were more than 30 Gadwall on the East 
Walker Reservoir (GWN). A pair of Am. Widgeon 
was present at Berkeley Aquatic Park on Sept. 15 
(HLC) and the first one was recorded at the mouth 
of the Carmel River on Oct. 3 (FCM). On Nov. 11 
there were 500 on Conn Lake (HLC). At Dum- 
barton Bridge on Aug. 15 there were about 5000 Pin- 
tail (ES and C. G. Sibley). Cinnamon Teal were pres- 
ent from Oct. 28 (25) through November (FCM). 
Largest numbers of Wood Ducks were reported from 
Antelope Reservoir, Tehama Co., on Nov. 13 (8) 
(GWN), and W. E. Mack Ranch, SE of Healdsburg 
on Oct. 28 (25) and Nov. 18 (50) (HLC). More 
than 100 Redheads were counted at Santa Cruz on 
Oct. 23 (GWN). There were about 55 Ring-necked 
Ducks and 30 Canvas-backs at Conn Lake on Nov. 11 
(HLC). The Am. Golden-eye and the Buffle-head 
were reported from 4 locations from Richardson Bay 
to the mouth of the Carmel River in the latter half 
of November. Ruddy Ducks came first to the mouth 
of the Carmel River on Sept. 17 and the greatest 
number, about 100, was present on Oct. 27 (FCM). 
A male Hooded Merganser was on Orinda Lake on 
Oct. 31 (GEK) and Nov. 12 (A. L. Curl). On Nov. 
28 there was a pair at Phoenix Lake (GEK). 

Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were seen at the mouth 
of the Carmel River until Sept. 9 (FCM). Near 
O'Neals after Sept. 8, from 30 to 250 roosted in the 
Digger pines; the last was seen on Oct. 24 (H. E. 
Childs, Jr.). On Sept. 30 on a trip through Contra 
Costa County, 27 were counted including 14 in one 
flock (HLC). That observer on Oct. 14 saw 30 scat- 
tered from Woodacre to Stinson Beach, Marin Co., 
and on Nov. 25 he saw 4 near Novato. At least 30 
White-tailed Kites were reported this fall from near 
Napa to the Carmel River. Near Milpitas on Sept. 14 
there were 19, and from 5 to 17 were seen frequently 
in the same field between Aug. 15 and Oct. 15 (A. J. 
Wool). There were 5 together in a field in the upper 
Carmel Valley on Aug. 17 (J. M. Linsdale). Records 
of Red-shouldered Hawks were at the mouth of Car- 
mel River, Nov. 11 (FCM), along Milliken Creek 
near Napa, Nov. 11, and north of Conn Lake, Nov. 
11 (HLC). A Swainson’s Hawk was recorded in 
Tehama Co. as late as Oct. 30 (GWN). A Rough- 
legged Hawk was near O'’Neals, Madera Co., on 
Sept. 26 (HEC). The Ferruginous Hawk was found 
at 4 locations: Tehama Co., Oct. 28 (GWN); 4 
mi. west of Yolo Causeway, Nov. 3 (HLC); Reser- 
vation Road, Salinas, Oct. 11 (Andersons); 3 miles 
east of O'Neals, Nov. 25 (HEC). A Bald Eagle was 
on the Sacramento River near Red Bluff on Aug. 25 
and Nov. 1 (GWN). Ospreys were reported at San 
Pablo Reservoir, Sept. 1, and mouth of the Carmel 
River, Oct. 7 (WMP). Pigeon Hawks were present 
at Sutter Bypass, NNE of Knights Landing, Nov. 4 
(HLC), Alviso, Oct. 21 (ES), and Moss Landing, 
Nov. 5 (Andersons). 

Cranes and Rails.—At Los Banos there were 50 
Sandhill Cranes on Nov. 4 and more than 300 on 
Nov. 11 (Andersons). A Clapper Rail was in pure 
Spartina marsh near Pt. Isabel, Richmond, on Nov. 17 
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(HLC). Virginia Rails were present continuously 
through the period at the mouth of the Carmel River 
with as many as 6 on one day (FCM). Two Florida 
Gallinules were recorded on Nov. 5 at Moss Landing 
(Andersons). 

Shorebirds.—There were 20 Ringed Plover at Al- 
viso on Aug. 25 (ES) and 1 at the mouth of the 
Carmel River on Sept. 9 (FCM). At the latter local- 
ity Snowy Plovers were present almost daily, with 
the largest number (54) on Nov. 27 (FCM). Un- 
usually large numbers of Killdeer were present at 
Alviso (ES) and at the mouth of the Carmel River 
(FCM). Wilson's Snipe were reported from three 
places: 9 miles SE of Red Bluff, 7 on Oct. 11 
(GMN); Moss Landing, Nov. 5 (Anderson) ; mouth 
of the Carmel River, Nov. 1 (FCM). At Bay Farm 
Island there was a Hudsonian Curlew on Sept. 16 
(HLC) and 2 on Oct. 23 (GEK). Pectoral Sand- 
pipers were seen at Alviso on Oct. 7 (ES) and mouth 
of the Carmel River on Oct. 2 and 7 (FCM). At the 
latter place there was a Baird's Sandpiper on Sept. 8 
and 30 (FCM). Late records for Am. Avocet were of 
about 1000 on Oct. 28 along Sears Pt. Road, Solano 
Co. (HLC) and about 500 on Nov. 23 at Alviso 
(ES). There were 12 Black-necked Stilts at Alviso 
on Sept. 10 (ES). On Aug. 25 there were about 5000 
Northern Phalaropes at Dumbarton Bridge (CGS and 
ES}. 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—In the vicinity of Pa- 
cific Grove, there were 3 Pomarine Jaegers on Oct. 
4, and 1 on Oct. 8, and a Skua on Oct. 4 (WMP). 
On Sept. 21 an adult Glaucous Gull was on the beach 
at Moss Landing (Andersons). There were 2 reports 
of Glaucous-winged Gulls: Bay Farm Island, first on 
Sept. 30 (HLC); Moss Landing, 2 on Oct. 15 (An- 
dersons). On Nov. 25 there were 5 Short-billed Gulls 
8 miles inland from the shore of Tomales Bay, near 
Two Rock, Sonoma Co. (HLC). At the mouth of the 
Carmel River, there were 2 Black-legged Kittiwakes 
on Sept. 5, and 3 on Sept. 7 (FCM). The Andersons 
saw 29 Royal Terns at Moss Landing on Aug. 21 and 
smaller numbers on other dates until Aug. 29 when 
there were only 2. 

Non-passerine Land Birds.—Band-tailed Pigeons 
have been scarce or absent from localities where they 
are usually abundant in fall. Reports are from: west- 
ern Tehama Co., about 40 on Nov. 12 (GWN); 
Loma Prieta, about 50 on Oct. 14 (ES); Fremont 
Peak, about 30 on Nov. 17 (ES); Carmel, 6 dates 
in November, with 25 on the 29th (Mrs. W. A. 
Angwin). A male Pygmy Owl was collected on Nov. 
4 at Sagehen Creek, 6300 ft., Nevada Co. (HLC). 
In the fall for 3 weeks before cold weather set in 
as many as 3 Poor-wills were seen at dusk at Point 
Lobos where the species has not been seen previously 
(Ken Legg). Late dates for Allen’s Hummingbirds: 
Sept. 19, Golden Gate Park (GEK); Sept. 21, mouth 
of the Carmel River (FCM) ; Oct. 9, Berkeley (R. H. 
Pray); and Nov. 13, Oakland (Mrs. H. K. Trous- 
dale). 

Passerine Birds.—Late occurrences of the Western 
Kingbird were near Red Bluff, Sept. 20 (GWN) and 
in Tilden Park, Sept. 29 (GEK). At the Hastings 
Reservation the last Western Flycatcher was seen on 
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Oct. 17 (P. Q. Tomich). About 10 Common Bush- 
tits were at Emigrant Gap, Placer Co., on Nov. 3 
(HLC). Several observers report fewer Am. Robins 
than in other years and unusual numbers of Hermit 
Thrushes in late October and November. A late Olive- 
backed Thrush was seen at Point Lobos on Oct. 7 
(WMP). Cedar Waxwings have been generally 
scarce. Brown-headed Cowbirds were present at the 
mouth of the Carmel River on 5 dates from Oct. 3 
to Nov. 6 (FCM). A female Black-headed Grosbeak 
in Berkeley from Nov. 19 to Dec. 1 was probably the 
bird banded in the same place last winter (Mrs. J. A. 
Berry and RHP). A Slate-colored Junco seen in Berke- 
ley on Nov. 27 was probably the same bird banded 
last winter (JAB and RHP). White-throated Spar- 
rows were recorded at 3 places in Berkeley and Oak- 
land between Oct. 29 and Dec. 1.—JEAN M. LINs- 
DALE, Jamesburg Route, Robles del Rio, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—As 
this is written, Southern California is in the unac- 
customed position of having well above normal rain- 
fall for the sea- 
son thus far. An 
early storm in 
late August, and 
two others in the 
following months 
brought more 
rain to the des- 
ert areas than 
has fallen in the 
past few years 
combined, — and 
ground vegeta- 
tion already ap- 
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dicates an excep- 
tional wildflower show next spring. West of the moun- 
tains, the summer dry season was not really broken 
until the last week of October. From Thanksgiving 
until Dec. 5, a series of storms dumped more than 2 
inches of rain on the Los Angeles area. Seasonal rain- 
fall at Big Bear Lake in the San Bernadino Mountains 
is now 14 inches, compared with 4 inches at the same 
time last year. By Dec. 5 the snow line was down to 
2000 feet, with deep snow as low as 3500 feet on 
southern slopes, and at even lower elevations on the 
north slope of the Tehachipis. Present prospects for 
a break in the seven years of drought are the most 
encouraging in a long time. 

A destructive forest fire continuing from the last 
week in September into the first week of October 
cleared the foothills bordering Banning on the north 
of all brush and trees. It was the largest fire in the 
region this fall, in a season of low fire incidence. 

Spoonbills and lbises.—Subsequent to the discovery 
vf a single Roseate Spoonbill on June 23 in the 
Imperial Valley (see 1951 Summer Report), several 
reports have been received of a group of as many as 
6 spoonbills from the mouth of the Alamo River at 
the south end of the Salton Sea. Five birds were seen 
first by A. W. Elder of the Fish & Wildlife Service 
in early September, and Jack Bechtel and William 


Anderson of the California Department of Fish and 
Game reported that 6 were seen on weekly counts 
throughout September. The last record was of 4 on 
Oct. 8. They were all in pale pink plumage, appar- 
ently immature birds. 

Edward J. O'Neill reported that in early September 
there were at least 1600 Wood Ibis at the refuges in 
the Imperial Valley. By mid-October, there were only 
a few cripples to be found. Bess Hoffman reported a 
White-faced Ibis in the Venice marshes, Los Angeles 
County, on Sept. 6. 

Cranes and Herons.—Sandhill Cranes appeared 
sporadically here and there this fall; 48 were at the 
south end of the Salton Sea on Nov. 14, and 12 re- 
mained on the 19th (Anderson). A single crane was 
noted at the marshes in upper Newport Bay on Nov. 
25 (J. H. Comby). Snowy Egrets were reported in 
abundance, including about 200 at upper Newport 
Bay (Francis Raymond) and 60 to 100 roosting regu- 
larly with Black-crowned Night Herons in eucalyptus 
trees near the Venice marshes (H. M. Graves). 

Ducks and Geese.—Figures from Edward J. 
O'Neill, manager of the Salton Sea National Wild- 
life Refuge (SSR) indicate a population increase 
over recent years; however, he notes that the refuge 
units, in addition to increases in acreage from year 
to year, are becoming more established and producing 
more food and cover. These numbers then would 
indicate a greater use factor rather than population 
trends for the whole area. 

As early as Sept. 1 there were 3 Snow Geese in 
the area, probably not migrants since a few Canadas 
and Snows (cripples) were seen throughout the sum- 
mer months. More Snow Geese started to arrive in 
early October and the largest number recorded was 
3000 during the week of Nov. 18. Snow Geese were 
also reported from Pauma Valley, San Diego Co., 
on Oct. 4 when Homer Sharpless counted 100 birds 
circling low over sprinklers in an avocado grove. The 
closely related Ross’s Goose, an extremely casual 
visitor to the Region, appeared at SSR, Dec. 3. Eight 
birds were counted by O'Neill and Anderson. Seven- 
teen White-fronted Geese were present on the refuge 
on Sept. 29, and increased steadily thereafter to a 
peak of 1800 by Nov. 3. The maximum population 
of large Canada Geese was reached on Nov. 18 when 
900 were counted on the refuge. 

The only Black Brant (8) for the region so far 
this fall were seen flying south off Redondo Beach, 
L. A. Co., on Nov. 13 (R. N. Shuart). 

The fall migration of ducks through the Imperial 
Valley was well under way for most species by early 
September. The highlight of the early migration was 
the arrival of some 1200 Cinnamon Teal and 4500 
Pintail in the first part of the month; the total water- 
fowl population on SSR at the time was estimated 
to be 7150 birds. A week later, the first few Shovellers 
and Am. Widgeon arrived, and by this time the total 
popuiation had grown to 11,800. Mid-November 
brought the greatest numbers ever recorded: an esti- 
mated 134,000 ducks and geese. Cinnamon Teal 
reached 2300; Mallards, 300; Gadwall, 150; Am. 
Widgeon, 45,000; Pintail, 80,000; and Green-winged 
Teal, 12,000. These high figures are also reflected in 
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the overall waterfowl picture throughout the entire 
region. Ducks were generally more numerous this 
fall in and around Los Angeles County, including 
10,000 ducks and Am. Coots estimated at Big Bear 
Lake on Oct. 7 (Pat Gould, Bill Hawkins). 

Juvenile Fulvous Tree-ducks, too small for band- 
ing, were taken in live traps in the Imperial Valley 
through the end of September, both this year and 
last year (Anderson). There were an estimated 460 
tree-ducks at SSR in early September, declining 
steadily after mid-October. Two were noted at Bolsa 
Chica, Orange Co., Oct. 23 (RNS). There was no 
increase in Wood Ducks in Fairmont Park, Riverside, 
although they again nested there this year (Ethel 
West). A male and 4 females were present on Nov. 
29 (Belle Wilson). 

Miss Wilson reported low numbers of all ducks 
at Fairmont Park as contrasted with thousands in 
previous Many ducks were found sick and 
dying along the borders of the lake, a condition 
attributed by attendants to the decaying vegetation in 
the lake brought about by the low water. After tor- 
rential rains in the Colorado Desert, Aug. 28 and Oct. 
30, water accumulated in Ford Dry Lake, 22 miles 
west of Blythe, Riverside Co. A lake one-half mile 
cross Was Created, attracting many ducks and shore- 
birds, but botulism appeared and they began dying 
by the hundreds. There are now an unusual number 
of coyotes in the locality but they still cannot con- 
sume all the dead and dying birds. The area will 
continue as a death trap, especially for shorebirds, as 
long as any water remains, and there may be other 
similar situations in the desert resulting from the un- 
seasonal rains. In this case alkalinity has definitely 
favored the development of botulism bacteria. The 
disease has also been reported this fall from Point 
Mugu, Ventura Co., by William Lasky. There has 
never been a spectacular outbreak of botulism in 
Southern California but the disease is now definitely 
present and on the increase. 

A single male Hooded Merganser was at Ballona 
Creek on Nov. 26 (BH). 

Shorebirds.—A good flight occurred this fall with 
most species well represented along the coast, al- 
though no rarities were reported. Black-bellied Plovers 
were reported as very plentiful by several observers, 
but Ringed Plover were decidedly down. Long-billed 
Curlew and Hudsonian Curlew both were present in 
encouraging numbers and more than the usual num- 
hers were noted feeding in cultivated fields throughout 
the Region. The Wandering Tattler, never a really 
plentiful migrant here, seemed even lower than nor- 
mal this fall with the bulk of the migrants passing 
through during the first two weeks in August (RNS). 
Exceptionally large concentrations of Willets were 
noted by several observers at the Venice marshes and 
in Upper Newport Bay. Dowitchers also were present 
in larger numbers, but Marbled Godwits seemed to 
be down. Wilson’s Snipe arrived at the Salton Sea 
about Nov. 10, but Anderson reported that they were 
never very common. He did, however, note a single 
Solitary Sandpiper there on Sept. 26. William Fish 
reported a new nesting record of Am. Avocets east of 
the Sierras at the effluent ponds of the sewage dis- 
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posal plant near China Lake, San Bernadino Co., this 
summer. There were numerous scattered reports of 
Red Phalaropes both along the ocean front and among 
the Wilson’s and Northerns on fresh-water ponds. 
Surf-birds and both turnstones are increasing annu- 
ally along the Ballona Creck breakwater. On Nov. 11, 
a fairly high count for recent years of 62 Surf-birds, 
36 Black Turnstones, and 11 Ruddy Turnstones was 
made by Alma Stultz. 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—A sick Pomarine Jaeger 
in dark phase was captured by the editors at the Bal- 
lona Creek mouth on Sept. 9. A few Glaucous-winged 
Gulls remained throughout the summer along the 
coast but the normal fall influx has not as yet mate- 
rialized. The rare Sabine’s Gull was seen by Jerram 
L. Brown off La Jolla, San Diego Co., on July 30. 
Four Short-billed Gulls, the first reported this season, 
were at Malibu Inlet, L. A. Co., Nov. 11 (Eds.). 

The Elegant Terns continued to duminate the in- 
terest of local observers during September. The 1100 
at Playa del Rey, in late August, apparently shifted 
southward in succeeding weeks. On Sept. 16 the edi- 
tors counted only 26 at Playa del Rey, but found 458 
at Bolsa Chica, about 600 at Upper Newport Bay, and 
52 at Santa Marguerita Inlet, San Diego Co. An ad- 
ditional report of 310 at Morro Bay, San Luis Obispo 
Co., on Aug. 30 (Howard L. Cogswell) should be 
noted. These large flucks had apparently departed by 
late September, and not more than 100 were reported 
after October. The last individuals (2) were seen 
fiying south over Bolsa Chica lagoon, Nov. 24 (Eds.). 
Black Terns came through the Region in fair numbers 
and a few Common Terns were scen here and there 
along the coast. 

Vultures, Hawks and Ouls.—An extensive migra- 
tion of Turkey Vultures occurred through Mecca, 
Riverside Co., Sept. 28, although no numbers were 
given (Cecelia Foulkes). Shuart reported the first 
Swainson’s Hawk at Palos Verdes in his experience 
on Oct. 21, and a flock of 62 was reported by An- 
derson at the Imperial Refuge, Oct. 29. A notable 
occurrence of 3 Prairie Falcons at Upper Newport 
Bay, Sept. 7, was reported by Comby, who also iden- 
tied a Pigeon Hawk at Whittier Dam, L. A. Co., 
Nov. 22. A single Black Pigeon Hawk (F. c. sackleyr) 
was received by Waldo Abbott from a quail hunter 
who had killed it in the Montecito area, Santa Bar- 
bara Co., on Nov. 22 (fide R. M. Colcord). More 
Ospreys than ever recorded before spent the latter part 
of the summer and early fall near Laguna Beach. As 
many as 7 birds were counted fishing at one time. 

The seldom-seen Long-eared Owl was heard calling 
this fall in Modjeska Canyon, Orange Co. (FR). A 
pair of Spotted Owls was observed regularly at the 
Crystal Lake Recreation Area, L. A. Co., throughout 
the summer and fall (Leslie Commack), and was 
heard calling as late as Nov. 12 (Eds.). Another was 
heard by E. Beemer near Pauma Valley, Sept. 19. 
Two Burrowing Owls were found at the Whittier 
Dam in October (PG, BH). 

Doves —A White-winged Dove was seen daily 
from Oct. 29 to Nov. 11 feeding with Mourning 
Doves in Santa Monica (George Hastings). This is 
well west of its normal range. 











ve AS 


ce 


ng 


the 
yut 
vas 
vas 
19. 


ier 
ily 
ing 


as 








W'oodpeckers.—The White-headed Woodpecker 
was reported as regular on Mt. Palomar, San Diego 
Co. (EB), and an apparently stray individual found 
its way into a yard in Bakersheld (elev. 700 ft.) on 
Nov. 7 (Erma Weill, fide Mrs. Will Williams). The 
marked flight of Lewis’s Woodpeckers which occurred 
over the southland last year due to the abundance of 
acorns did not repeat itself. This condition was un- 
doubtedly due to the poor acorn crop this year, as 
reported by many observers. A single Lewis's Wood- 
pecker was seen at Altadena, L. A. Co., on Oct. 20 
by Mrs. Wm. Morrison (fide Quattlebaum) and con- 
stitutes the only appearance known this fall. 

Hummingbirds.—Migrating hummingbirds at Gran- 
ite Station were far above usual numbers this fall, 
reaching a peak in mid-July (WW). At least 20 
Anna’s Hummingbirds have taken up winter residence 
in a limited area at the San Gabriel River Wildlife 
Sanctuary (SGRWS), representing a steady increase 
in response to the plentiful food made available to 
them. It was generally reported that hummingbirds 
of all common species were quite abundant at choice 
localities, despite a relatively poor flower year. 

Passerine Land Birds (shifts in populations ).— 
Marked effects on some instances of land-bird distribu- 
tion have been observed due to the extended drought 
combined with natural shifts in their population re- 
sulting from ambitious agricultural endeavors. Phain- 
opeplas are much scarcer in the mesquite surrounding 
the Mecca region as a result of attempts to eradicate 
the desert mistletoe from the mesquite trees. The 
Vermilion Flycatchers continue to attract people to 
Mecca, symbolizing somewhat its namesake. The dis- 
appearance of Cafion Wrens from the formerly suit- 
able area around Lakeside, San Diego Co., may be 
attributed to the very dry conditions there this year. 
Cedar Waxwings are reported as very scarce in many 
areas especially near Pasadena this fall, but the con- 
verse is true for the birds at SGRWS where the cul- 
tivated berry crop has been superlative. Scrub Jays 
were extremely numerous in the cultivated sections of 
the Pauma Valley this year, possibly because the heavy 
foliage of the mature lemon groves affords cover and 
nesting sites to take the place of laurel sumacs re- 
moved from the river bottoms in a recent agricultural 
development. Many of these jays have been shot for 
damaging the ripening fruit of the apple trees near 
Mt. Palomar at 5600 ft. elevation. The lemon groves 
are also affording cover to such birds as the Bell's 
Sparrow, Black-chinned Sparrow, Wren-tit, California 
Thrasher and Song Sparrow; again possibly as the 
result of the destruction of part or all of their habitat 
(EB). It has been reported that evidence has been 
found that Rufous-crowned Sparrows and other seed- 
feeding forms have been poisoned by a new rodent 
control, “Warfarin.” 

Martins, Kinglets, Starlings.—Purple Martins were 


reported as foraging regularly throughout the sum- 
mer over the northern part of Monrovia (Rogers). A 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, ordinarily a bird of the 
mountains, visited a bird bath in Santa Monica on 
Sept. 9 (Marguerite Driver, fide GH). An interesting 
report of Common Starlings in early October has 
been received with no details as yet, from the area 
around Julian, San Diego Co. (Fred Gallup, fide EB). 
This would be the first instance of the occurrence 
of this bird as far southwest as San Diego Co. 

Warblers—Two Black and White Warblers were 
recorded this fall; the first was seen by Tom Howell 
in west Los Angeles early in October, and the other 
appeared in Altadena on Oct. 10 (Mrs. Wm. Morri- 
son, fide WDQ). Most of the common warblers 
passed southward during the latter part of September 
and the early part of October, some even in full 
song. As usual, Audubon Warblers were widely re- 
ported as fall progressed, but it would seem they were 
overly numerous this fall. The first Painted Redstart 
ever to be collected in the state of California was one 
of two males present on the grounds of the Santa 
Barbara Museum on Oct. 9 (H. Abbott, fide R. M. 
Colcord), near the same place where one was observed 
last year at a similar time. Another male of this 
species was seen by members of the Long Beach Audu- 
bon Society at Laguna Beach on Oct. 27 (FR), and 
an Am. Redstart also visited Laguna Beach this fall 
(no date—FR). 

Blackbirds. Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—The 
only report of Yellow-headed Blackbirds was that of 
a single male bird near El Monte during the last 
week of September (Hazel Lewis). The last Black- 
headed Grosbeak from the Pauma Valley was _ re- 
corded on Sept. 7 (EB) and a late Western Tanager 
was still present on Mt. Palomar on Oct. 21 (EB). 
Slate-colored Juncos were seen feeding with Oregons 
on Mt. Wilson, L. A. Co., on Nov. 18 (Small, Pyle, 
Robert L. Taylor) and at Whittier Dam, Nov. 22 
(JHC). A flock of 75 Lawrence's Goldfinches near 
Lakeside on Oct. 30 was still there on Dec. 6 (AB). 
Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrows were widely re- 
ported as late in arriving in numbers, but when they 
did they were more numerous than usual. The first 
of the Golden-crowned Sparrows began arriving by 
mid-October. 

In summary, the fall migration was generally nor- 
mal, but the increased rainfall should lead to some in- 
teresting changes for the next year if the pace is con- 
tinued. By far the most interesting occurrences were 
those of the young Roseate Spoonbills in the south- 
eastern part of the State and a White-headed Wood- 
pecker in the desert—ARNOLD SMALL, Department 
of Life Science, Taft Junior College, Taft, Calif., and 
RoBertT L. Py_eF, 1743 W. 21st St.. Santa Monica. 
Calif. 





Next Year’s CHRISTMAS COUNT DATES 
December 20—28, 1952 
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The National Audubon Society announces the publication. of The 
Whooping Crane by Robert P. Allen, a 250-page book which tells 
the dramatic story that has aroused the sympathy of a continent— 
a species fighting against great odds for survival. 


For four years Bob Allen lived with the 
cranes and accumulated a great store of knowl- 
edge about their colorful habits and habitats. 
This information is published for the first time 
in The Whooping Crane, which will make it 
one of the most important conservation books 
of our time—a significant contribution to the 
cooperative endeavor by the National Audu- 
bon Society and the Fish and Wildlife Service 


Send your 


order today! » 


Please send me: 


Service Department 
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
1000 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 


to save America’s second rarest bird. 

A limited edition of this book is being 
printed. Because every ornithologist and con- 
servationist will want a copy, be sure to send 
your order at once in order to avoid disappoint- 
ment. 

Size 8” x 1012”, 48 line drawings, 16 pho- 
tographs, 1 color plate, 250 pp. 


copies THE WHOOPING CRANE (Research Report No. 3), 


$3.00 each. 


copies The Ivory-billed Woodpecker (Research Report No. 1), 


$2.50 each. 


copies The Roseate Spoonbill (Research Report No. 2), $2.50 


each. 


I enclose $...... 


o aveterees in full payment. 





